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BIRTHS. 
On July 18th, at Yokohama, Mra, Dunpas or 
Duwnpas, wife of British Naval Attaché, of a con. 
On Ju'y 18th, at Shanghai, to Mr.add Mrs. P. 
BorKkowaky, & 400, 
On July 19th, at Singapore, the wifi of C. W. 
Epwagps, of a daughter. . 


MARRIAGES. 

On June 23rd, at Battersea, the Rev. BEAUDON 
E, SuHewexwz, vicar of St. Saviour’s, Battersea 
Park, to Carnenrmgz Dororny, daughter of Mr, 
and Mrs. Cuanies Vincent Lioyrp, of Hongkong. 

On July 18th, at Yokohama, Irvina Brtacs 
Dexter, of Doilo, Philippine Islands, {o Mary 
Monscy, of Trondhjem, Norway. 


DEATHS. 

Qn July 2ist, at Shanghai, Karacern 
EvizaBera, daughter of F. W. 8- want, aged 11 
montha. 

On July 28rd, at Shanghai, the infant daughter 
of BR. W. Tuomas, aged 13 days. : 


Honghong dlechly Press, 


Honaxone Orricz: 104, Des Veux Roap Cu. 
Lorpon Orrice: 13], Fieer Steerer, E.C, 


ARRIVAL OF MAILS. 


The German Mail of the 3th June arrived 
per 8.8. P, BR. Luttpold on the 27th July~ 


FAR EASTERN NEWS. 


Great preparations are being made in Manila 
to welcome the American Fleet. 
The Childan training ship 
Bacquedano has reached Manila, 
3 


General 


The U. 8. Navy departnient has directed | 
the battleships “Maine” and “ Alabama” to | 


remain in Manila bay antil further order. 


the Governmeat to British builders. 
Regulations to apply to foreign warships | several reasons for this seleotion., 


Orders for the vesselé of China's new navy 
will, says Chinese Public Opinios, be gies by 
There aro 


The officials 


visiting Chinese ports have been drafted and {in charge are mostly Greenwich etadents and 


will shortly be submitted to the Throne for 
approval. - 

A wire bas been received from H.E, Wu 
Ting Fang gtating that the approximate date 
of the arrival of-thé U. &. Fleet in Chinese 
waters will be the 14th September. 

Mr, Waltér Carter has arrived at Shanghai 
viii Siberia to take charge of the Shanghai 
office of Messrs. Arnhold, Karberg & Co., io 
succession to the late Mr. R.-Lemke. 

Information has ben received at the Colonial 
Fecretary's Office from Singapore that quaran- 
tine agaiost arrivals from Hongkong on 
account of amall pox has been-remived. 

A Tokyo telegram to the N.-!'. Datly News 
states that the Korean editor of the “ Korean 
Daily News” has been apprehended on suspicion 
of having misappropriated funds raised for the 
redemption of Korea's indebtedness to Japan. 

General Sano, President of the Toyo Kisen 
Kaisha, who is staying in New York, has 
arranged for a loan of $100,000 (gold from 
Mr. J. H. Sohbiff of the firm of Kuhn, Loeb 

& Co., at six per cent. No special security isgiven. 

A gang of Chinese made a daring attempt 
to rob the Chinese Imperial Post Office Shang- 
hai at about 1 a.m. Tuesday morning last, bat 
owing to the prompt ao'ion of Mr. Theodor 
Konig they were intsrrupted and did not suo- 
ceed in securing any plunder; 

A Japanese paper says that 14 out of the 380 
tormbers of the Honse of Representatives are 
Christians. These fourteen Christians, the 
paper adds, do not all exhibit the same degree of 
z-al and earnestness in religions matters; and 
some are what the Japanese call “ graduates ” ; 
but they more or less represeat Christian ideals, 
and most of them are very active in Christian 
life. : 

A oorrespondent writing to a Hankow paper 
from Changsha recounts an exciting episode, 
He says that the Commissioner of Customs wag 
out walking with his favourite sporting dog, 
when the animal suddenly “point-d,” and up 
rose a leopard which fortunately did not appear 
ferocious, and made off. A battue was organised 
by the residents, but their quarry had disap- 
peared, : 

A Bank has been opened by the Board of 
Communications with a capital of Tle. 5,000,000 
having 50,000 shares @ '‘I'ls..100 eac . of weich 
2,000,000 were subscribed by the Hoard and 
3,000,000 by the Pubic. As the floating of 
the capital has met with ,so enthusiastic a 
response from the Pnblic:and the sam of 
Ts. 10,000,000 has been fully subscribed, it is 

| proposed to increase the capital to this amount, 
the Board taking 4,00U.000 and the public 
subsoribing 6,00-',009.—Chintese Publie Opini n 

The Anti-Opiam campaign, saya a Peking 
paper, is making good progress. All officials 
high and, low, in the Gradd Council Yamoen 

have been examined and ahy doubtful cases, 
unless guaranteed by four responsible persons, 
have been arrested and sent ito the Anti Opium 
Bureau. Should any of thd guaranteed cases 
| prove to be addicted to the Habit, both they and 
their guarantors will suff: 
ment, as laid down in the 
the present more than a huddred me cbers have 


(he same punish- 


been arrested and sent to the Anti-Opiom 


Bareau, 


gulations. Up to 


the repntation of the British navy is supscior 
to that of any other navy in the world. 

Three doctors, Chan Lien Fong, Lu Yang 
Pien and Chan Pin Kwan are in attendance 
a His Imperial Majasty Kwan Hsu who is 
ill. He is suffering feom noises in the ea 
pains in the back and a great inclination to 
sleap, A daily balletin is sent by the Cham- 
barlain to the varions boards and to the 
Viseroys and Governors of Provinces, together 
with a copy of the remedies prescribed. 

An Imperial Deoree telegraphed to the 
N.-C. Datly Newa by its Peking correspondent 
states :—In response to a memorial from the 
Waiwapu asking that a special envoy bo sent to 
the United States to thank the President and 
Congress for the return of a portion of the 
American Boxer Indemnity, a Decree states 
that ever since a treaty was made between Chins 
and the United States the two countries have 
been most friendly with each other and the 
returo of a portion of the late Indemni'y is 
another mark of the friendship of America, It 
ie, therefore, only right that a special eavoy 


should be sent to the United States to carry the ~ 


Imperial thanks to the Government of that 
country. T'ang Shao-yi, Governor of Lower 
Manchuria (Féngtien) is given the additional 
brevet rank of a President of the Peking 
Ministries and appointed Special Hovoy to the 
United States to carry tie eratefal thanks of 
(heir Imperial Majes‘ies at this farther token 
of United States friendship towards China. 


HALF YEARLY DIVIDENDS. 


The Taku Tug and Lightwr Company will 
pay on or aboat August 1, an interim dividend 
of Tls, 1 per share. 


The Directors of the Hongkong and Kow- 
loon Wharf and Godown Company at their 
meeting on July 29th decided not to d 
an interim dividend. 


The Shanghai Waterworks ie ar 
Limited, announce an interim Dividend of lds. 
per share for the half year ending 30th June, 
1908, exchange 23. 51,, on Wednesday, the 29th 


ourrent, 


. We are officially informed that, subject to 
Audit, the Direstora of the Hougkong and 
Whampoa Dock Co., Li. will recommend at the 
forthcoming meeting a dividend of 8 per cent= 
$4. per shara; pass 350,900 to spacial acooant, 
write $70,000 off Kowloon and Cosmopolitan 
Docks and oary forward about $382,000. 

The Directors of the Hongkong, Canton and 
Macao Steamboat Company will recommend at 
the meeting ‘to be held on the 11th proximo the 
payment of a dividend of $1.25 per share; 
$19, 00 be written off the book value of steamers; 
$3, (0 be written off wharves and properties; 
$12,500 be! transferred to Depreciation -an 
rnsurance Fund; $10,000 be transferred); to 
Special Ropairs Fand, leaving a os of 
$17,755.84 to be carried forward to new account. 
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A PLAGUE THEORY. 


i a 
(Daily Preas, Ju'y 24th.) 

Our recent observations on the plague 
epidemics have prompted a correspondent 
in a neighbouring port to send an extract 
from the well-ka wn paper Das Echo with 
the remark that be has never seen the 
theory udvanced in the extract discussed in 
connection with the epidemics in H.nykong 
and the neighbouring country. The extract 
which has been reproduced by our German 
contemporary from the Lancet, the leading 
organ of the British medical faculty, 
mentions that an Indian chemiet, Mr. 
Boucnesr, bas found out that the so-called 
ricesworm is the cause of plague. It 
infects rice, which is eaten by rats, and from 
the fleas of the rat- the disease is communi- 
cated to man. But the extract states the 
most important fact to be that rice flour, 
used generally in India for cheap Indian 
pastry, is the direct cause of infection in 
men. Pastries of this kind analysed by the 
chemist have been found to contain an 
enormous quan‘ity of bacilli, and plague is 
found prevalent among people acgustomed 
to eat pastry made of this infected ice flour. 
Ifthis theory is correct, our correspondent 
remarks that it not only explains how rats 
i get the plague, but suggests that the cause of 
the decline in plague in the latter half of 

the year in Hougkong is due to the new rice 
being brought into the market. Pr. sumably 
a the grain worm, which is the larvae of the 
in moth, is in the rice as it éomes from 
( the field, but its pewer for mischief inc-eases 
with age. It still remuins to be explained 


why the grain worm should convey the 
plague becillus to rice in on city 
and not in otbers close by. That is a 
question whieh we must Jeave with the 
experts. The discovery of the plague 
bacillus in food is not new. Dr. Hunrex, 

* the Government bacteriologist, soon af er he 
came to the Colony set about an inquiry as 

} to the possibility of the infection in plague 
: being comfaunicated to man by way of the 
food. He examined thirty-two samples 
‘ and reported that rice was the only food 
which he found infected. ‘“ Further in- 
ian vestigation would probibly have led t. 
| other pusitive resultr, but the extension of 
nl _ the inquiry was impossible at the time.” 
’ The medical theory then was that the plague 
bacillus entered the body by way of the 
alimentary tract. Dr. Cuarx, the Medical 

a] Offic r of Health, showed himself in one of 
Ay his reports to be sceptical on the subject. 
fee He pointed out that the rice eaten by the 
7. Chinese was always well cooked and that in 
i? fact their use of chop-sticks, instead of 
| knives and forks, made it necessary for all 
- their food to be completely cooked. We do 
Ai not know whether this remark would apply 
i to the rice-flour pastry, It is against this 
kind of food that the chemist in Iudia in- 
yeighs, but rice-flour cakes are not such a 
prominent item in the diet of the Chinese 
as of the people in some parts of India. 
To what extent rice is infected has ap- 
B.| areotly. not been investigated on any 
| rge scale: the discovery that pligue, like 
malaria, is spread by an insect has ren- 
dered such an investigation of no pressing 
importance. It adds to the public know- 
ledge‘on the subject to know that the rice- 
worm infects the rice, but it remains fur 
some patient investigator to establish how 
and by what means the rice-worm gets the 
jnfection (in geome cities and not in others) 
and then we shall need to kaow how, to 
get rid of the rice-worm! Meanwhile the 
extermination of the rats that eat the rice 
that the worm infects will continue to 
be the most ‘practical measure for the 
prevention of plague. 
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THE HONGKONG WHEKLY PRESS AND 


pardoned for d 
definitively th 
niture of the 
ance comunits 
uestion a3 to 
Fund aad the 
the Conontan SzoreTagy for it that there 
ia no prospect) of insolvency. However, it 
cannot be ignored that a ; 
a comparatively narrow basis as this might 
not always be able to maintain the equili- 
brium between assets and liabilities, and 
some risk to the taxpayer ia therefore in- 
volved. But the Civil Servant under the 
new arrangement 
uneasiness on that 
transfered to the broad shoulders of the _ 
taxpayer, and we think we may safely say 
that the community are much more prepa 4 
tu accept whatever risk there may be in this i 
respect than to countenance any act of 
injustice on the part of the Government 
towards the contributors or beneficiaries of 
the Pension Fund. 


PRUVIDING FOR WIDOWS AND 
ORPHANS. | 


——_-————_; 
(Daily Pras, July 26th.) 

-It does not appear from the discussion 
which took place at Thursday’s meetin 
of the Legislative Council that the Civi 
Servants of the Colony ever had any 
very solid grounds for obj-cting to the 
transfer to the Goverument of the Widows’ 
and Orphans’ Fun and of thé management 
and control of the pensions of widows aad 
orphans. The fact that twelve months ago 
“the grett majority of the contributors aol 
all the directors, except the Chairman, were 
opposed to the transfer of the Fund,’ where- 
as nuw the objectors do not number more 
than 6 per cent. of the 610 subscribers 
clearly shows tbat the discission of the 
scheme which has tiken place among the 
contributors during the past twelve months 
hag resulted in a better comprehension 
and apprecixtion of the advantages which 
the new scheme possesses over the a 
sent arrangements. The lucid explanatibns 
given by the CoLONIaL SacRETARY in the 
course of the discussion at the Council 
meeting on Thureday should igo far towdrds 
converting the small minority who still 
object. From one point o! view the geaeral 
public are not greatly concerned in (the 

uestion ; it is prima facie a quest‘on het ween 
the Civil Servants and their employer, the 
Imperial Government. We gather that iis 
the desire of the Itmp-rial Government 
to secure uniformity in the matter of these 
Pensions in the various Crown Colonies, 
since Civil Serviois may be transferred 
from one Colony to another, This appears 
to be a very sound reason for the change. 
The advantage of having a uniform scale of 
contributions as well as a uniform acale of 
pensions in the various colonies to which 
mem‘ers of the Service may possibly be 
transferred is obvious. Unless there is thia 
uniformity it is conceivable that trausfer to 
another Colony may in this connexion give 
onuae for dissatisfaction and entail bar ‘ship 
on the contributor'’s family in the event of 
his death. As the Imperial Governnent 
makes it a condition precedent to joining the 
gervice that the officer sball contribute 
fixed percentage of hia salary to the fund, 
it should be incumbent on the Government 
to assure the solvency of the Fuid as well 
as the permanency of the rate of con- 
tribution. Both these things are done 
under the new scheme, and furthermore 


sures the yaymepnt of peusions unser 
more favourable tables. What more can 
the contributors in reas-n desire? Their 
attitude seems to be one of suspicion; their 
standpoint, as stited by the Hon. Mr. 
Moreay Srewart, is that “until a new 
valuation is madé it is ‘udfair to ask them 
to relinquish their rights?” (nu the other 
hand we have the CoLon1al SecRBTaRy say- 
ing “it is provided that Sfficers already in 
the service shal: not get le-8” under the new 
arrangement than uuder:the old. Surely 
the Government guarantée in that respect 
should be good enough? If there is apy 
coplaint to be mad- in the mutter at all, 
the ;rivil-ge of complaining belongs to that 
long-suffering personage; the (ax;ayer— 
aud he usually takes full advantage of bis 
opportunities in that respect. As the 
responsibility is qast updn the taxpayer of 
assuring the solvency. of the fund, it 
is the taxpayer who seama to bp most 
concerned in the results of the jup-t.- 
date valuation for which the Hon. Mr. 
Murray Srewarr pleaded on iehalf of 
the protesting minority yf Civil Servants. 
Mr. SrewABT was on g round when 
he said the Hongkong (Public might be 


published from itg Peking correspondent, 
Dr. 
demands for reparation for the violation of 
the Tongking frontier appears to have given 
no little offenca in France, and the Temps 
particularly has more thao once deprecated 
the line Dr. Morrison has taken in the 
matter. 
dispatch which excited the wrath of the 
Tempe just a turtoight ago, but the eurlier 
dispatches which 
cuntained in copies of the Times already 
to hand by 
them, 
moderate preseutation of the views which 
are 
Government 
Morrison telegraphed that the Chinese 
deeply regretted the incidents oa the Tong- 
king frontier and desired to make full 
reparation, 
demands us unjust and uvregeonable, aud 
he meutioned the demand for a railway 
concession as being considered to bd a 


that dispateb was telegraped from Peking ! 
the comments which have ap peared in the 


the CoLonrat Secreta Y states that it as-- 


| [August 8, 1908. 
igiring to know a little more 
an they do at present the 
liability to which this Ordin- 
hem. Happily, there is no 
the present ‘solvency ofthe 
community has the word of 


and oo such 


is relieved of any 


score. The risk is 


FRANCE] AND CHINA. 
(Daily Preas, July 27th.) 
The correspondencs which the Times has 


Mog Rison, with regard to the French 


We do not know the nature of the 


evoke! criticism gre 
mail. We can find in 
ho vever, nothing more than a 
the demands in Ohinese 
circles in Peking. Dr. 


taken of 


but they condemned throe of the 


returo to the policy of former days, “‘ long 
since abandone | by all Legations.” Sinoa 


Chinese papers have shown that Dr. 
Morrison had accurately gauged the feeling 
among the Chivese in the capital. ‘Chinese 
Public Opinion, a amall newspaper printed 

in Englisb, which bas recently been s'arted 

in Peking to represent the poiat of view of 
the Chinese on questions of international ia- 
terest, published a very strongly -worded 
article on the subject about a fortnight ago, 
bearing the captio.. * Racru lescence of the 
Gunboat Policy,” in which it referred to the 
French demands as bluster and browbeating, 
and said that, halthe C.inese doveroment 
with malice prepense attacked and slain half 
the lonkine-e army, France would scarcely 
have been justified in dewandiog more 
thin she has doue. As is well’ knowo, ; 
the French authorities allege that the troops 
concerned iu the incidents for which repara- 
tion ig demanded were regular | Chinese 
troops, bat on the part of the Uhinase this is 
denied and the Freach authorities have 
been challeaged to produce ‘the prem 
the stat-in-nts which were publishe4 in the 
Tongking papers at the time are reliable, 
there should be very little difficulty in | 
furnishing this, prouf, but we gatherfrém =; 
the Chinese papers that France has-not: b¢en 
prompt to do so, Howaver,it ininter Ge 
to note that the Chinese contention ia; hat 


« Bs 


Angust 3, 1908.] 


the offenders were rebels, and the French 

Colouial Authorities are accused of display- 

ing “a conspicuous lack of friendliness in 

permitting the organisation by the revolu- 

tionary party in French territory of raiding 

bodits of Chinese who from French territory 

seized on December 4th last Nam- 

Kuan, ‘and in April, the frontier 

Village of Laokay wad in according these 

rebels against a friendly neighbour rights 

as belligerents.” This will, of course, be 

contested. At the present time the French 

Authorities have under arrest some 

hundreds of “reformers” wliom they have 

captured near the frontier and deprived of 

their arms and ammunition. Tha ingenious 

argumeut has been employed by the 

Peking paper already alluded to that 

even if the affrays on the frontier were 

due to an error of judgment on the 

part of the Chinese regular forces, “the 

ei French have only themselves to blame 

for what can only be looked upon as fool- 

hardy recklesaness in sending into a 

disturbed district a small body of troops to 

reconnoitre, or in other words, on a quest of 

inquisitiveness, to ascertain how the rebels 

were getting on against the Imperial Troops. 

Their action, the paper went on to say, 

rendered them very liable to be mistaken 

for allies of the rebels or even for a body of 

these men disguised, “and they certainly 

neglected the obviously necessary duty 

of advising the Chinese authorities of 

their intention of being in the neighbour- 

hood,” There is quite possibly a good 

deal of truth in the statement that rebels 

did “go over in great numbers from 

Tongking, and it is not unlikely that arms 

and ammunition reached them trom Freuch 

territory. That many rebels fled thither when 

the Imperial troops proved victorious there 

is no denying, as the French authorities 

have arrested lege numbers of them. It is 

understood that France has cvonseuted to 

Ghina’s demand for au inquiry into the 

matter, with a view to ascertainiag the 

truth of the st:tements containcd in the 

French case for reparation. As the Chinese 

Goveroment has declared its readiness to 

make full reparation where they are proved 

at fault, some satisfactory basis of settle- 

ment will doubtless in due course be 
reached. 

Meanwhile it is worth noticing that the 
claim for a concession to France to build a 
railway from Taiyuenfu, the capital of 
Shansi province, to Singan-fu, the capital 
of Shensi province, which the Chinese 
‘Government has published aa forming 
one of the French demands iu' connection 
with the frontier troubles, is denied 
by the Temps as having any connec- 
tion with these episodes. This demand, the 
Tempe states, belongs to a group of railway 
affairs which ure the object of pourparlers 
between Germany, Belyium, and France 
with the Chinese Goverament. The evident 
object of this extension is to give convenient 
acceas to tie rich provinze of Szechuen, and 
the outcome of these pourparlere will there- 
fore be awaited with considerable interest. 
One result of the demands formulated by 
France will doubtless be the more effective 
poneee of the ‘longking frontier on both 
sides, for the blame for the trouble cannot 
be laid entirely on the shoulders of Chiua. 


The Chief Justice (Sir Francis Piggott) has 
lost several articles of jewellry from his residence 
at The Hyrie, The Peak, and the circamstances 
suggest theft, probably by one or other of the 
servants, tis Lordship reporte to the police 
that betwéen the 27th and 28:h inst. there has 
been taken from a leather pocket book along 
with several other ar icles, a gold soarf pin set 
with-fogr pearls, ands gold ssfety pin. 

Sad 


CHINA OVERLAND TRADE REPORT. 
A CONSTITUTION FOR TURKEY. 


———__—__ + ___-— 

(Datly Press, July 28th.) 

Turkey has been granted a constitution! 
What simple language, how few words, to 
tell such a thrilling story in the history of a 
nation! To those who can appreciate its 
sigaificance the message which flashed 
across the wires on Sunday, and which 
appeared in its simple form in our issue 
of yesterlay is one of great import. It 
means that Turkey, whose decline has been 
very rapid during the past century, has 
made an eff rt to arrest that decay ani to 
walk with other nations in the paths of 
Progress. The news comes indeed as a 
surprise. We knew of the existence of the 
Young Turkey Party which, stool for 
reform and which has been more or 
less active according to opportunity. 
We knew also of the disaffection which 
prevailed iu Mace lonia, and Albania, we 
knew, was seething with unrest agaiast 
Turkish oppression. But we were hardly 
prepared for the rapidity with which events 
bave march-d during the last few days, and 
the successful coup which has achieved the 
proclamation of a constitution for the 
Ottoman Empire. Reading recent telegrams 
together, the reported attempt to dethrone 
the Sulian, the activity ofthe Young Turkey 
Party and their support of the rebels, cayped 
by the revolt of the troops seat to quell the 
insurrection, we see what a stormy time the 
Sultan has passed through and the natural 
deduction is that Abdul Hamid, realising the 
forces arrayed against him, bowed to tue 
inevitable aud consented to the popular 
demand for a constitution. So far as we 
cin gather this means the displacement of 
the Porte, which waa little mors than an 
aristocratic oligarchy, by a Parliament, and 
a system of represeutative yovernment 
institute! in place of autocratic rule. It 
also spells freed:m for the people ani 
freed m tor the Press, results pregaant with 
hope for the advance of a country whicn 
has become the most backward in Europe. 

It is well to remember that this is nut the 
first time a constitution had beeo granted. 
In Novemh -r 1876 a decree was issuel hy 
the present Sultan, Asput Hamep II, 
shortly after he came to the throne calling 
a constitution into Seing, but the political 
disturbances which followed induced him 
to withdraw it. Prior to that several forms 
of constitution bad been drawn up by 
successive Governments, but those project- 
of refurm seemed impossible in the existing 
condition of the Ottoman Empire, and 
the state of the country went from 
bid to worse. Some of us remember 
the storm of indignation which coursed 
through Euroj-e at the period of the Bul- 
garian atrocities, und cthér evidences of 
misruls since have not bsen lacking. Indeed 
the horrors committed have earned for the 
Ottomau the name of the “ unspeakable 
Turk,” and not miny years ago when the 
Armenian atrocities were driviog Christians 
in Great Britain into a frenzy, the Sultan 
was denounced in unmeasured terms from 
many pulpits. Still “the sick man of 
Europe” lives, largely due, of course, to the 
non-interference of the European Concert 
and to the jealousy of the various Powers, 
and it would appear as if he had now entered 
on a new lease of life. . 

The present reforms in Turkey are 
associated with the name of Mipgat Passa 
the head of the Young Turkey Party. It 
was he who inspired the constitution of 
1876, and now after thirty years he sees it 
established or about to be established again. 
He ani his tolluwers are very much eman, 
cipated from Mo 1ammedan preju licea, both 
alias and legal, and tere can ba little 
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doubt but that the constitution should be a 
fairly liberal one, though, according toa 
writer on Turkish happenings in 1876, the 
reformers were inclined to concentrate all 
power in Constantinople, the effect of 
which would be to make the Government. 
more bureaucratic than ever. It was ergued 
at that time that the effect of the pulicy of 
centralisation would involve the destruc'ion 
of tue system of local goveromeat whi B 
was appreciated throughout the Empire 
and that the proposals of the Reformers 
were not likely to give the 
results hoped for them. However, 
much has happened since then, and both 
partiea are likely to profit from their 
experience. But the situation 1s not without 
difficulty, The m tley and heterogeneous 
elements in the Empire have not been 
reduced to one ethnical b dy, aud the racial 
feuds which distract the country, especially 
in Aaacolia, may continue under the new 
régime. Then there is al ways the possibility 
that the Sultau haviog had the co.cession 
extorted from him may withdraw it when 
he teels strong enough to do so, and the 
last state of Turkey would be worse 
than the first. Yet it may reasonably be 
inf-rred that the iucreas-d strength of the 
R-form Party will prevent that coatiogency 
arising a second time, 

As we pointed out in a leading article a 
few weeks ago referring to the failure of the 
Persian constitution, “ two aecompaniments 
are abso:utely necessary for the success of 
Parliamentary rule; it needs the intelligent 
understandiug of both sovereign and people.” 
{s the new constitution for Turkey framed 
under such couditiona? Will the Suluin loyal. 
ly abide by his owa decree and are the pe »ple 
prepared for such chang-s? Tne national 
spirit, we kuow, has bun fostered by 
the Young Turkey Party. The young 

urks of the present day eagerly pursue 
every kind of study t iat point: to p iliti sal 
aud liberal ideas, aud the etream of Vestern 
knowledge, tuough hamp -red by Asiatic da 
potism, nas poured into the country. That 
surely beapeaks a readiness fur a constita- 
tinal régime which caguot be denied. The 
Tucks, because of the s‘aisms amoagst 
them, have not been able t> resist t:o 
tyrauoy of their masters but they have, 
nevertheless, come unier the infuence of 
other countries and are sensible of the 
liberal tendencies of the times. Chey ara 

undoubtedly able to appreciate Parlia:nent- 
ary rule, and if the Sultan, wao doubtless 
lusists on hig positim as a theooratic. 
autocrat, would follow the example not 
of the Tsar of Russia in his attitude to 
the Duma but of the eulighteued Emperor 
of Japan he wold help to restore his 
country to the influsnca and the power 
which it formerly enjoyed and still remain 
the Padishab of all true Moslems. 
aD 


THE TYPHOON. 


> 
(Daily Piess, 29th July.) 

Though yesterday’s typhoon will probably 
appear in meteorological records as consi- 
derably worse than the one which makes the 
18th September 1906, for ever memorable 
in the aunals of the Colony, it fortunately 
has not wrought a tenth of the destruction 
that its predecessor did in about one fourth 
of the time. The velocity ofthe storm was 
greater and its duration longer. ‘Tuat it 
did not inflice on the C Juny anything like 
as much damige as its predecessor is due 
solely t> the fuct that the Ubservatory on 
this occasion gave the community timely 
warniog of ite approach and so enabled 
adequate preciutions to bs tuken, What 
loss of life the typhoon has cauged it; is = | 
early yet to estimate, but it js-belioved-to he... 
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not less than 1.000. The foundering of the 
river steamer Ying King which is reported to 
have had upwards of 300 Chines+ passengers 
on board represents the biggest and the 
saddest frature in the story. Only a dozen 
out of that large total apparently have 
survived to tell the tale of the disaster. 
Within the harbour, though the destruction 
of small craft is relatively small compared 
with the list in 1906, it is desirable that 
official inquiry slould be made as to 
whether any part of this loss was due to 
inadequate shelter accommodation. It 
cannot be said on this occasion that the 
warning given by the Observatory did 
not allow time enough for cralt at 
one end fof the harbour to run to the 
other end for shelter. After the bombs 
were fired, giving the final warning, 
boats were noticed coming from the direc- 
tion of Causeway Bay and making for 
Yaumati. In view of the opinions expressed 
with regard to the Causeway Bay shelter in 
the recent letter of the Shipping Firms to 
the Government, no doubt the proper 
inquiries will be made as to what extent the 
boat shelter at Causeway Bay answered the 
need of the occasion. It is inferred that 
many boats were unable to find shelter a: 
Causeway Bay, but it may be that these 
boats disregarded the warwing until it was 
too late, and it is not unlikely they found it 
impossible then torcach the shelter in the 
teeth of so fierce a gale. On the whole the 
Colony may be considered to have escaped 
with less damave than might have been 
expected considering the strength of the 
typhoon, ard it is a pleasure to be able to 
congratulate the Otservatory on the nutices 
it was able to give of the rapid approach of 
the storm. ' 


———_ 
«©THE COMING STRUGGLE,” 


—_—_ 
(Daily Presa, 80th July.) 

Military developments in Japan during 
the next few years will bs watched with 
attention in Kurepe and America. Vague 
prophecies of a coming conflict with the 
United States may safely le disregarded, 
but the signs in Russia which point to a war 
of revenge cannot be so lightly ignored, 
The decision to construct the Amur Rail- 
way, a line 1,530 miles in length, in the 
short epace of four years, at a time when 
Russia’s finaccial position is anything but 
satisfactory, is rightly described as a politico- 
strategic move of the highest international 
importance, Count Wrrre, who has proved 
himeelf one of the most far-:eeing of Russia's 
statesmen has condemned this vast project 
as being fraught with untold disaster. {nvain 
has the Government endeavoured to show 
that its main object is economic and cultural. 
Experience has proved that colonisati.n of 
the Amur couotry by Russians is is an 
impracticable ideal. “Agriculture, the staple 
occupation of the Russian settler,’ says a 
recent writer on the sulject, “ bristles with 
deterrents in the Far East. Hence the 
Cossacks live, not by tilling the suil, but by 
hunting, fishing, hewing ant carling wood 
to lauding places on the rivere. Wherever 
the soil is cultivated and trade kept up, it 
is exclusively by Chinese and Japauese 
with whom Russians cannot hope to com- 
e.”- Therefore it is declared that the 
infiltration of the country by- the two 
Mongol races is, so to say, written in tha 
Book of: Fate as an unavoidable necessity. 
There are doubtless among the advocates uf 
the scheme many who sincerely auticipata 
great agricultural developments by phe 
Russian farmer class, but if that were only 
orévin the main reason for this vast under- 
taking there would be no necessity for such 
panic-born haste, According to the Rugsian 
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heard the secret explauations of the War 


eta rey bet 


Minister of Railways the justification lies 
inthe exceptionally serious im portance 
of this railway.” “ Congnotay. with the 
representations made by the Wer Depart. 
ment, the line must be able, without haviag 
recvurse to sidings between ths principél 
halting places, to rua nine pairs of trains 
daily for permanent needs, but as soon as 
the sidings and branch lines are opened 
twenty pairs of trains must ply, among them 
one pair for ‘ passenger trafic,’ and uinéetesa 
military trains.” The Reporter of the 
Committee of National Defences, who having 


Minister, and the Minister of Foreign A ffairs, 
possessed data inaccessible to outsiders, 
significantly declared :—‘* We came to the 
unanimous decision that this line must be 
built at once, without delay, aud that we 
must complete it by or in 1912, We must 
also lay down the second track witbia the 
same time. 4 For we note that 
the strategic and pulitical situation in the 
Far East has coanged somewhat after the 
war—that our neighbours are sparing 
neither efforts nor means t) increase their 
armed strength. Against whom those fcrces 
are aimed we do not of course know. But, 
at all events, we perceive that China is 
arming. Japan is arming, and, 
as we gather, the programme of Japan's 
military preparations will have been carried 
out precisely in 1912.” In 1912, there- 
fore, the tug of war is expected—only seven 
years after the Portsmouth Treaty ! 

But Japan’s military expansion scheme is 
not likely to be completed by 1912. It scems 
that before the Saionst Government, 
resigned a programme of retrenchment was 
decided upon owing to the unfavourable 
conditions of the money market both at 
home and abroad. Tae Army estimates 
for the coming year were reduced by 
15,000,000 yen, the Navy Estimates 
by 10,000,000 ven, and those of other 
Government .departments, by 13,000,000 
yen. Possibly Japan perceives that there 
is no need for haste. “For the defence 
of the provinces, the Amur Railway 
alone,” Geuerul KuropatTgin  recsntly 
declared, ‘‘is inadequate. No: one route, 
but three, are indi-pensable: the Amur 
Railway, the East Chinese Railway, aud the 
River Amur. And these three routes must 
be counected by the Trans-Siberian line, to 
which a second track must be made.” 
Cuunt Wirte bas affirmed that the cost of 
the Awur Railway and its indispensable 
acce-suries will amount t» one theusand five 
hundred million roubles. The official esti- 
mate is four huudred million roubles. The 
Russian War Minister has a scheme of army 
reorganisation which is estimated to cost one 
thousand million roubles, and various other 
costly projects are under consideration. 
Where is the money to come from? ‘The 
Russiuu Premier does not seem to have any 
uncasy thoughts in that connectiun. The 
decisiou t» construct the line would, he feels 
certaiu, imme liately “ vpen the sluice-g ites 
of wealth ania golden flood would be les in 
from abroad.” \ous rerrous. Many thought- 
ful Russians and unbiassei critics in other 
countries regard the decision as spelling 
bankruptcy, war and ruin. We may be 
permitted tv doubt whether the present 
generation of men will witness the com- 
pletion of the project. 


" Mr. Alexander Melville, late chief engixeer |. 


of the s.g. “Powhattan”, died at the Government 
Civil Hospition Jaly 26th. Deceased had been 
in hospital only three days, and his sudden 
death will come as a surprise to:his mwny friends 
in tho East, also to his people in Dundee, his 
native place, where he was expeoted to arrive 
abortly. ; Sale 


telegram pee in our yesterday’s issue 
that the 

its decision to close the so-called opium 
“dens” in Hongkong before the Opium ~ 
Farmer's preseat contract expires, A 
ing to a statement made in the Ho 
Commons by the Under 
State for the Colonies, the Eart| or 
Crewe, has under his consideration; the 
whole question of the opium traffic in 
Hong kong, 
if any, 
inference that when it decided early in May 
that “steps must be taken 
opium dens in Hongkong,” 
Government had not troubled 
inquire how the decision would affect 
the Colony. 
excuse 
inquiry, for the archives of the Colonia, 
Office doubtless contain complete informa- 
tion on the subject, 
permanent officials of the Colonial Office 
there must be some one 


‘many old 
London who might have 


taken 
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(Daily Press, Bist July.) | 
It does not seem "from the Revren's 


ome Governnient has abandoned 


rd. 
of 


Secretary of 


including that of compensation, 
to those intereated. It is an obvious 
to close the 
the Home 

iteelf to 


There can be no valid 


for the failure to make this 


and- among the 


who possesses the 
necessary local knowlelge. Lf not there are 
residents of the Colony now in 
been, consulted 


with advantage on this, as we bélieve they 


occasionally are on other questions affecting 
tha policy of the Government io the Fur 


East. vernD 
not the slightest desire to consider the 


But evidently the Government had 


matter. They simply 


Colony in the 7 8 
it is essential in dealing 


‘ recognised that 


with the Opium question in Hongkong that 


we [i.e. the Imperial Government] must 


act up to the standard set by the Chinese 


Government.” 

The Government would seem t7 have 
their instructioos—or received 
impressions in the matter solely 
from ‘The Christian Union for the 
severance of the connection of the 
British Empire with the Opium Traffic,” 
or some similar organisation. The body we 
have named tell the world in their publi- 
cations with all the presuasive force which 
red ink can give to the words that “ what 
the Opium Policy of Great Britain has dune 
to eause the phyaical and moral ruin of the 
Chinese and other peoples of the Far East 
+3 inconceivable.’ In the April issue of 
their publication named “* National Right- 
eousness,” there appeared a table of figures 
showing ‘‘ the rapid increase 10 recent years 
in the revenue derived from the local con- 
sumption of opium in Hongkong.” ‘The 
figures—which were stated to uave been 
taken from the official annual Blue Books 
of the Colony, and we do not: doubt that 
they were,—are as follows :— 

YHAB. 


their 


DOLLABS. 


14,276 
i ati 
1898 857,666 
TROA. Age.‘ uae kes 372,! 00 
“Y9N0 ck ee wee 372, 00. 
1GOL ke aos’ ax 687,000 
1992 .0. wee te 752,000 ~ 
1908 75 1,000 
WOk cee ~1,945,000 
19J5 2,040;000 

‘ 2:04 "1000 
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It is doubtless intended to establish by this 
table the belief that opium smoking in the 
last ten years has enormously increased in 
Hongkong, but not the most rabid objector 
to opium smok ng will venture to affirm 
that. We have not at hand any record of 
the import of opium in 1857, but the 
Harbour Master, in his capacity as Superin- 
tendent of the Imports aud Exports Oifices, 
included in his last report.a table showing 
the opium imported into. the Oolony “in 
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- import 
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the last twenty years. Reference to 
this table will show that in that period there 
has been @ dccline of something hike 407 in 
the annual import of opium into Hongkong. 
In 1888 the import was 71,513 chests; last 
year it was 40,8421 chests, To be as fair 
in the mater as they profess to be the 
Anti-Opium advocates who represent Hong- 
kong as one of the blackest opium spots in 
East ‘should give these statistics as well as 
the amount of revenue derived by the 
Colonial Government from the Opium 
Farm. Though in 1897 the Colony received 
only $286,000 from the Opium Farm the 
import of opium into the Colony that year 
was 37,708 chests, while in 1906 when the 
revenue was nearly ten times as much, the 
as not nore than 47,566 cheats — 
and that was an exceptionally large figure 
which had not beeo exceeded since 1892. 
Last year the import was only 40,842}. The 
increase in the revenue is largely a question 
of competition for the monopoly, and it is 
simply mischievcus and dishonest in the 
light cf the import returns to suggest that 
the increase shuwn in Colonial revenue from 
(9) iam represents an enormous increase in 
the consumption of the drug. In this in- 
crease in revenue pari passu with a decline 
in the import the Anti-Opium advocates 
might indeed find cause for congratula- 
tion, for the bigger the price paid for the 
movopoly the higher muet be the charge 
to the consumer; and the bigh price of the 
drug is likely to do more than anything else 
to wean the opium smoker of the practice. 
No one can seriously believe that the sudden 
suppression of the opium dens will prevent 
people smoking opium und, though we can 
sympathise with the Government’s desire 
not to seem by inaction to withold from 
China any support which,as a friendly 
power, Great Britain can afford her in this 
matter, we do not recognise in the situation 
any demand for the extreme urgency with 
which the matter is being pressed by 
the Imperial Government on the Crown 
Colouies. Surely the desire “to act up to 
the standard set by the Chinese Govern- 
ment” would be sufficiently expressed in an 
intimation that after the expiration of the 
present lease of the farm (which has n-t 
long t» run), public houses for the smoking 
of opium will nolonger be permitted. The 
state of progress of tie movement in China 
does not seem to r-quire tha! the Colony 
should at once sacrifice a larze part of its 
reveuue and at the same time provide a big 
sum by way of compensation to the Opium 
Farmer. 
RS 


THE BOYCOTT WEAPON. 
—_—— eH 
(Daily Press, August 1st.) 

One aspect of the boycott instituted by 
Chinese against Japanese products ia per- 
haps overlooked or at any rate ita im- 
re is not realised. Hitherto nations 

ve been content to eettle their disputes 
in “the good old-fashioned way,” by an 
appeal to arms, but China, the weak but 
peaceful, has discovered a new weapon, It 
is difficult to trace the origin of the inter- 
diction expressed by the modern term 
“Boycott.” It may have had its beginning 
in China, or it may have been introduced in 
some other part of the world. Primitive 
man must have known its value under 
a different name when members of the 
community had to be ostracised or another 
social aggregation had to be ignored. 
There can be no doubt indeed that the 
principle is very old, but it was not until 
Captain Boycott was the victim of Lrish 
organisation that the strength of the move- 
ment was recognised. China, the cumbrous 
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and unwieldy, with no hope‘of success from 
military cperations, discovers the valde of 
the boycott to emphasise her feelings. ‘Wur | giving offence, regret may be expressed at 
@ to be deplored. So is boycott. -But | the vecurrenées which have taken place and 
imasmuch as the latter is nore humane in| the conseqnénees which fullowed. Japan 
its methods it is to be preferred, though | ins'ated on & certain course of conduct. 
on the other hand it possesses neither the : China resented it. The Chinese having 
heroics nor the picturesqueness which ‘shown thai they ard not without 
fascinate the spectator on the fie'd of : hackbone, and having expressed their 
battle. In applying the boyco:t inthis man- | opinions on the subject which almost 
ner the Chinese are entitled.to credit for the ; brought two nations to the verge of war, 
originality of the idea, but in saying this ; nay feel satisfied with the result they have 
we must not be understood to be expressing | obtained. The Japanese aie anxious to be 
4 conviction in favour of the two boycotts | restored to friendship. They are holding 
which we have seen the Chinese institute. ; out tha olive branch, and by sending 
We siwply recognise the value of the new | subscriptions. to China’s distressed inhabite 
Weapon: we do not justify its use. The|ants have shown a spirit im keeping with 
boycott must now be reckoned as a factor | their best traditions. The subscriptions have 
in international disputes, and diplomata will ; been accepted, Surely now the hand might 
probably pay more regard in consequence to | be stretched to grasp the proferred olive 
commercial possibilities whe: differescesare | branch ? Surely the time has come for recon- 
be'ng discussed and considered. ciliation ? Both are retarding their deve- 
After all, it hast» be admitted that wurs, | lopment hy this estrangement, and both are 
and strikes, and boycotts are barbirous, constitutiog @ menace to the peace of the 
bringing incalculable’ harm and injury to] world. Moréover they are interfering with 
all participating.. Happily war has become { the proper cuurse of trade, which is not 
too terrible nowadays to be lightly | wltogether beneficial to others. To merely. 
contemplated. ‘The strike is 9 cruel) seek to gratify spite when it involves loss 
weapon which is fortunately lapsiug into | to themselves is a suicidal policy for the 
disuetude. But the boycott has, as we have! Chinese to persist in. Neither of the 
seen, hecome popular in this part of the | parties concerned profit by the boycott, and 
werld. Though the tendency of the age is | as they have little to lose and everything to 
towards peace, which, as the poet tells us, | gain itis not too much to hope that counsela 
‘hath her victories no less renown'd than | of peace will prevail and that the good, 
war,” though the best in. all nations are | feelings established by reciprocal trade will 
striving towards a common understanding, | be restored between two races who have 
yet the differences which separate racea and | 80 much in common. 
which distinguish men will always be a 
source of danger. Where these differences 
and distinctions are ndét appreciated, 
irritation is set up,misunderstandinys ensue, 
and unless a wise restraint: is exercised by 
one or both parties, or the peac>maker 
successfully intervenes, a trial of strength 
follows. Io the event of a:dispute between 
nations Lhis means the outbreak of hostilities 
with its attendant horrora, In the event 
of a dispute betwean employers and em- 
ployed it means a brutalisiog strike, with 
its dislocation of industry and acc :mpany- 
ing loss and’ starvation td hundreds or 
thousands. And in the event of a dispute 
be:ween individuals, between communities, 
between rival commercial ‘interests or be- 
tween races, a boycott may be introduced 
with demoralising effects on the individuals, 
communities aud racesand disastrous effects 
on the commercial interesta involved. It 
may be a trite observatiun to say that trade 
and commerce are removing the barriers 
which separated men of different nationa 


Japan with pleasure. Without seekiog ta 
justify or blame either party, and without 


RANDOM REFLECTIONS. 


ee 

One does not look for humour in sach a 
serious assembly as the Legislative Coanoil, 
but on Thursday last the debate was considerably 
lightened by the Colonial Secretary, who was 
in a particularly happy mood when he dealt 
with those refractory men who refuse ta 
contemplate matrimony, The Council smiled 
with one accord when he designated the young 
and gay asthe “ Butterfly Brigade,” bat while 
I do uot feel inclined to traverse his arguments 
generally I question the likelihood of any 
member of the ‘ Batterfly Brigade” in Hong- 
kong perpetrating matrimony ag long as he can 
flit from flower to fl wer, Hoagkong does not 
favour marriage. The expense of living ia too 
high, and it ig only the more daring who rash 
in where careful mon fear to tread. Even the in. 
creased advantages of the Widows’ and Orphans’ 
Pension Fand are not sufficient inducement. 
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Qaite right, Mr. May. No married oon- 
tribator to the Hongkong Widows’ and 
Orphans’ Pension Fand would contemplate 
with equanimity the prospect of his widow 


and diff-rent races, but it is none th less | filliug into the arms of another man. If 
true. Men, imbued with this epirity are| I thought the lady whom I honoured with 
perhaps pushing it to extremes when;they | my name should seek to console herself in 


this way after my departure from this terres- 
trial sphere I should revive the ghost business 
and revisit former scenes in a manner that 
would cause the forgetful one to regret her 
haste. To think of another enjoying bliss 
which once was mine, together with a pension 
for which I sweated so many years, is enough 
to cause avy self-respecting dead oivil servang 
to turo in hig grave or to show his disapproval 
by other means at the disposal of those who 
have gone on, 


declare that they belong to no country: 
that they are citizens of the world. |This 
may not actually accord with our views, 
but it bas to be admitted that this cos- 
mopulitanism is preferable to set ees 
patriotitm, and it may be welcomed as an 
expression of the good feeling whith it 
indicate towards men of other ee 

Coming to discuss the most recent ex- 
position of the effect of a boycott, we have to ‘ 


remember thit the agitatiouagainstJapanesa | no. Com williten * Euro is 
products is discouraged by the Chinese | ,-) being roused to take action Leach ‘vain the 
Government. We cannot impeach) the 


insolence of chair and ricsha coolies. and during 
bonafides of the Goveroment; and wa have | the last week or two a regular crusade has bees 
to regard the movement as an unofficial one. 


waged against the offenders with varying 
The statements of the Government and the | resulta. in some cages the recalcitrant ones 
aciions of the populace do not coincide, and 


have either been leniently dealt with ov 
though the interdiction was organised {t was | discparged altogether, much to the disgust 
done in such a manner that the letter of the 


| of*the prosecutors who have probably wasted 
treaty was not infringed. Thus a bgycott | Notwithstanding the power of the Press, I dace 


‘ hourse in sttendance at the Magistracy: 


Now the friends of both nations cannot 
regard the estrangement between China and 


which was not a boycott was instituted. = lecture magistrates on their dntheaase 
d. ee) 


attempt to iaterfere with the course 
but nobody, I hope, will 
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comeodtihh~. 
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when I say that it is reported that obair or 
ricsha coolies summoned for refusing to accept 
hire or elee using abusive language to their 
fares have expressed a preference to be brought 
before Mr. Wood who presides over the Second 
Court. 80 the story goes. 

* 
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Tt has been truly said that the weather is 
man’s conversational god. and though we do not 
perhaps get the same justification for comment 
on the atmospherical conditions as at home 
where the samples are diffloult to classify, yet 
the past week has been one to make even old 
residents talk about the unusually protracted 
spell of rain. Certainly it bas of late become 
more than ever necessary to add the words 
“weather permitting’ to any fixture out of 
doors, and net for a long time have there been 
so many public and private engagements can- 
celled as at present, Particularly is this true 
in the realm of eport where many fix- 
tures have had to be abandoned or postponed, 
but with the hopa that springs eternal in the 
human breast, mavy are still on the card and 
with the return of suoshine there should be a 
good many engagements carried through. 


*” # 

The Criminal Session just concluded is re- 
markable for ‘he number of prisonersdischarged. 
Four out of the five men brought up for trial 
were found by the seven good men and true to 
be not guilty, and they bad of course to be 
acquitted. It-is not often there is such a whole- 
galo failure on the part of the prosecution ; and 
though some people may think of the expense 
inourred with no result, there can be no doubt 
that more dissatiefaction would have been felt 
bad the Crown not undertaken to proceed with 
the charges which were of sucha nature as to 
demand investigation. 


ek 

‘Western ideas are being rapidly assimilated in 
the } ast, In Hongkong we have just witnessed 
the first Bazaar attempted by Chinese whioh 
proved a great success, but the latest Ocoidental 
cult to find adherents in China is vegetarianism. 
The other day I met a gentleman from Canton, 
a retired Chinese official, who proclaimed him- 
uclf to be the only vegetarian in Canton. Of 
eourse he meant the only vegetarian from 
choice, for there must be many people in that 
city who never taste beef, fowl or even fish except 
on some extraordinary occasion, Indeed the 
whole race practically subsists on a vegetable 
diet. However, this gentlemaz belongs t) the 
favoured class whose table could be supplied 
with all the delicacies drawn from the animal 
kingdom, and the fact that he chooses to 
deprive himself of these is certainly noteworthy. 
He admits that be is not so weig'ty since he 
put himself on the new dietary, but he declar.s 


’ that his step is lighter, his eye brighter, and his 


brain clearer. I wonder if his experience will 
induce others of his compatriots to forego the 
“flesh pots of Egypt” and resort to simple 
fare ? 


a*« 

Tt has alwa‘s been understood that girls were 
never allowed on the Chinese stage, and that 
specially trained boys took feminine parts in 
theatrical performances. Now, however, an ex- 
ception has been made, A company of actresses 
from Shanghai hes been perf rming in one of 
the Westend native theatres, (Hongkong), and 
wiile the conservative do not look with favour on 
the innovation, the younger gaperation are not 
afraid to patrovise the show. hen the stand- 
point of the promoters the introduction of 
actresses has been a great success, but bow far 
the movement will spread is difficult to say. 


* « 

Notwithstanding the disappearance of the 
Volunteers at home, they still flourish in Hong- 
kong, and efforts are being made at present not 
only to strengthen the corps pumerically but to 
make it more efficient. Recent orders show a 
desire to secure a greater number of specialised 
men as gun ‘ayers, etc, for the artillery 
companies, while the formation of an infantry 
company indicates a desire to make use of the 
men who would not be required for the working 
of the big guns. Practices are being arra ged 
to make the specialists expert in their reapeotive 
departments and the fact that a proposal to 
‘alter the date of the camp in order to get better 
results is being discussed proclaims that the 
commandant means the corps to preserve its 
motto: “ Becoud to none ia the Hast.” 


samples 


man 
application. 
of the fact that this Bazsar realised something 
like $60,000, the poor people who: benefit by the 
proceeds of the Bizaar will recognise that this 
spring cleaning of the sampla rgoms in Hong- 
kong represents a very substantial act of 


is drunk the b tter?’ 


dion 
may be even mors filthy than the mouth gg aj 


Jerome K Jerome in his latest book aska the 


question whether Charity is giving unto the 


Lord something we can so easily do withou 
He was not thinking of the cartloads of 
which were donated fo the recent 
Bazaar promoted by the Chinese:in aid of the 
Flood Relief Fund, but there jare doubtless 
who will think this an admirable local 
Whan, however, we take acconat 


Charity. What is one man’s superflaity “is 
another's necessity. 


* * . 
A gentleman residing in South Russia has 


been writing to a London paper recommending 


weak tea as a thirst-assvager for soldiers in the 
tropics, ‘“ Everybody used to the tropics,” jhe 


writes, ‘‘ knows that there is no drink equal to 


weak tea for assuaging thirst, and the ast! it 
If everybody knows thie, 
it is really astonishing how heretical eo many 
appear to be, Nevertheless the Asiatic, 
from India {o Japan, would hold it to be 
quite true thit there is really no drink equal 
to weak tea for aseuaging thirst; but ‘ weak 
tea’ dies not appeal to the thirsty Ear pean. 
He prefers something stronger and prefers 
it iced. 
«** 

Most people who have watched the Chinese 
at laundry work in Hongkong will be famiiiar 
with the practice of equirting water from the 
mouth on to cluthes about to be ironed. I see 
this is deemed a punishable offence at Shanghai. 
Quite recently at the Mixed Court there the 
keeper of a lanndry where this practice ws 
indulged in by the wasbermen was fined £50. 
The fine seems excessive. May it not indeed be 
cor.tended that the objection to this practice 
whioh the Chinese laundryman finda so superior 
to the western method of sprinkling with the 
hand. js afterall largely a sentimental objec- 
From a sanitary point of view the hand 


sprinkler. But coming upon the practice ‘for 

the first time it does shock western sugeep- 

tibilities ! 
RopERick RanpoM. 


HONGKONG LEGISLATIVE 
CoUNCIL. 


—~o—_— “ 
A meeting of the Hongkong Legislative 
Council was held on Joly 3uth in the Council 


Chamber. 
PRESENT :— 

His ExcELLENCY THE GOVERNOR, 
FREDERICK JOHN DHALTRY 
K.C.M.G., C.B., D.S.O. 

M>»jor General BRoapwoop (General Officer 
Commanding). 


Siz 
Lug¢arb, 


Hon. Mr. F. H. May, U.M.G., (Calonial 
Secretary). 

Hon. Mr. L. A. M. Jounston (Colonial 
Treasurer). , 


Hon. Mr, W. Ress Daviss K.C., (Attorney- 
General). 
Hon, Mr. W. CuatHamM (Director of Public 
Works). 
Hon. Mr. 
General). 
Hon. Commander Basit B.:H. Tartor, R.N., 
(Harbour Master). 
Hon, Dr. Ho Kat, M.B., |C.M., C.M.G. 
Hon. Mr. Wai Yur, C.MiG. 
Hon. Mr. MusRayY STEWART. 
Hon Mr H. A. W. SuLavDg. 
Hon. Mr. W. J. Gausson 
Mr. C, CLEMENTI (Clerk of Counoils). 
MINUTES. 
The minutes of the previous meeting were 
read, and confirmed. ’ 
FIVANCIAL MINUTES. 
The CoLONIAL SECRETARY, by a tet of 


E, A. Ipvine (Registrar- 


His Excellency the Governor, laid on the table 

Financial minutes Nos. 39 jsnd 41 and!moved 

that they be referred to the Finance Com ittes. 

The CoLo\1aL TREASURER seconded, and 
the motion was agreed to. 
FIN NCIA | 

The CoLONIAL SECRETARY, by command of 

His Excellency the Governdr, laid on the table 


the report of the Finance Committee (No. 13), 


Pp 
$186,500 for the typhoon refuge for small” 


craft, 


here at the last meeting, and did not hear the 


-on that, but I presume that the Government 
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and moved its adoption. 
The COLONIAL TREASURER seconded. 


Hon. Mr. Suapze—Before this motion is pat 
I should like to ask for information on one 
oi-t. It is with reference to the vote of 


That, I understand, includes the cost of 
the. dredger “St. Enoob,” £15,000. I was not 
explanations given in Finance Committee, bat 
since my return to the Colony I have seen a 
statement in a prominent position in one of the 
morning papers in whioh it is stated that the 
purchase of the “ St. Enoch” for £15,000 has 
cost the taxpayers $100,000 more than it might 
have’ done. I presume that means that the 
Government might have bought the dredgor 
“Canton River” at a cost of £5,000, which 
is the difference between the two amounts, 
I can hardly see how that is possible, 
because I happen to know myself about the 
cost of the “Canton River” to the present 
owners, and I cannot ccnoeive that the 

would be willing to part with the vessel at suc. 

a price, But the statement was given @ very 
prominent position, and I think, Sir, that an 
explanation is due to this Council before the 
report on the Finance Committee is adopted, as 
to how this statement could have been made, 
‘There are other poiots which are raised in. that 
particular article with reference to the com- 
parison and capabilities of the two dredgers. I 
am not an expert myself, and cannot oomment 


must have thoroughly well satisfied themselves 
that the dredger whish they were buying waa in 
every way fitted for the purposes to which it is 
being put. 

Tue Dregcrog oF Pustic Works—Sir, 1 
welcome the opportunity which has been given 
me to contradict the gross misstatements which 
appearcd in the article to which my hon, friend 
has alluded. The “Canton River,” ss it happens, 
was bought by the same firm from whom the 
Government purchased the “Saict Enoch.” 
It was brought here in 1899, baving been 
acquired ag a:econd hand vessel from one of the 
home ports to perform the work which 
ultimately devolved upon the “Saint Enoch.” 
‘be firm in question paid some £6,000 to 
execute certain repairs and works to the vessel 
before she was sent to the Hast, and I think that 
in itself is a guarantee that she was not in the 
best condition when they purchased her, Iam 
unable to give the relative dates of construc- 
tion of these two vessel, but I don’t think 
that any one could come to the conclusion that 
one is a more up to-date vessel than the ‘ 
other, The ‘Canton River’ was suok in the 
typhoon of November 1900, and she lay for 
eight months at the bottom of this barbour, a 
ciroumstavce scarcely calonlated to improve 
the condition of any vesselof that type. With 
regard to the question of price, Sir 1 hope I 
am not revealin any secrets bat I have ascer- 
tained that at the present moment the “ Canton 
River” is offered for sale at £22,000 as com- 
pared with £15,000 the amount f.r which the 
Government acynired the * Saint Eavob.” 
That, Sir, is practically 50 per cent more 
inatead of $101,000 less. In regard to - 
effic.enoy, Sir, it so happens that the ves: @:8 
have conducted operations of an exactly similar 
kind in this harbour, and the result is that the 
© Saint Enoch ” is found to perform three and 
a half trips during which she conveys ' 00 tons 
each time as compared with the “ Canton 
River's” three trips with 400 tons each time; 
a total of 2,100 tons for the “Saint Enoch” 
as against 1,200 for the “Canton River.” I 
think, Sir, it is almost unnecessary for me 
to dilate further on the relative merits 
of the two vessels, bat some reference was 
made to their ability to dredge Causeway Bay. 
As regards that point, I may say that the 
“aint Enoch” draws 13ft, Gin, when loaded 
and I believe the “Canton River ” draws a 
foot less, so that in no case is either of the 
vessels capable of dredging Causeway Bay with- 
out performing a vast amount of absolutely 
unnecessary work, Against that I may say 
that for dredging the barbour, which is really 
the most likely work for which the dredger 
would be required, the “Saint Enoch”. is 
capable of dredging a depth ‘of .48 feet as 
compared with the “Canton River's” 85 feet. 


_ 


August 3, 1908.) 


THR GOVRENOR ON THE TYPHOON, 

His Exce~uency— Before we proceed to the 
business of the day, I think it would be ftting 
if I say two or three words regarding the 
terrible disaster which befell thia Colony on 
the night of the 27th. I am told that the 
force of the wind in this last typhoon was 
very much greater than that in what is 
generally known as the great typhoon of 
September, 19 6. But I am glad to say that 
so far as we are aware—with the one terrible 
exception of the loeg*of the “ Yiugking” a 
vessel which is said’ to have had on board 
from 270 to 300 persons of whom only about 
50 were sated—I believe the loss of life on 
this occasion in the harbour was much lass 
than formerly, and I h-ps that when all the 
reports are received we shall find it is compar- 
atively small. But while the loss of life 
has not been go bad, we stil] have to deplora an 
enormous loss of properly by rea. <A very lirge 
number of junks and other vessels were driven 
ashore, wrecked op sunk, and in consequence the 
livelihood of a large number of Chinese haa 
been taken from them, The loss on shore is, I 
am told, very much greater than it was in 
Beptember, 1906. I cannot now give the 
Council any acurate details, therefore 1 will 
not attempt to give any details at all, becanse 
reports are still coming in and we den’t know 
exactly what damaga has been done. We know 
there is a very conside-able logs of life on shore 
through the falling of Chinese houses in various 
quarters, but I hope that when we have the full 
reports we shall find that any anticipation 
of great loss of life will not be verified. 


It is a terrible thing, gentlemen, to 
think of the numbers of people who 
are homeless and houselegs, and of the 


numbers who have been Billed. On most of 
these occasions, and I think prominen'ly on this 
occasion, there is one relieving feature. We 
hear on all sides of the gallant way in whioh 
all the community rose to the occasion and 
rendered help to those who needed it. The 
policain Horgkong bave nobly maintained the 
reputstion of which they are the proud posses- 
sors, for gallantry in such circumstances, and 
for devotion to duty. We heard too of the 
gallant rescue by ore of the boats of the Royal 
Navy, and there are many, almoat countless in- 
stances, of individual gallantry by members of 
this community. of all ranke and grad:s of 
Bociety. Ihave received two telegrams go far. 
One from my predecessor. Sir Matthew Nathan, 
conveying his regret at the terrible news, which 
has been published in the local papers; and 
another 1] received this morniny from . dmiral 
Lambton in the sama genre, I have not received, 
so far, any telegram from the fecretary of 
State, bec:use I telegraphed myself somewhat 
late, and only when I could send some hing like 
reliable news of wha‘ had happened, In all 
probibility I will get a reply telegram before 
the day closes. We have had reagone to discuss 
very frequently of late losses to Government 
preperty, and the present loses, I anti- 
cipate, will reach somewhere about $100 000: 
aud that will be a considerable blow in 
the present state of our finances. My pre- 
decessor, when speaking in this Council room 
immediately after the typhoon of 1906, spoke 
of the set back the Colony then received, and 
he expressed confideuce that it would be met 
in an undaunted spirit. W- have on this 
occasion, more material Jorses to regret than 
there were on that occasion, but I have no leas 
oonfid: nee than he had that wt atever necessity 
may arise for meeting these d-ficultiea, we sball 
face it without fail. Ido not anticipate that it 
will ba necessary to raise any fund for tho relief 
of distrese, as we have a balance in band from 
the last event, tnt at the same time I cannot 
speek absolutely in this matter, because, as I 
euid, I have not yet got reports in from the 
various districts. Iam in hopes that througb- 
out the greater part. of the new Territory the 
paddy crops bave already been harvested, and 
that that great loss will at any rate, be avoided. 
Hon.ComManDieB TaYLoR—Your Excellenoy, 
lf I might be permitted to say a few words, I 
would men ion that since I sent in my report of 
damege done in the harbour, I find there is 
one inaccuracy in it. That is, that No. 3 police 
Jaunch which was reported lost at Mirs Bay, 
is perfectly safe. When I put in the repo:t yes- 
terday I had not received any news regarding the 
lighthouses, but now I- find that no damage 
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whatever has been done to an 
Colony (spplanse). 

THE COLINIAL STATUTES dRDINANCE; 

The ATIORNEY GENERAL—As regards the 
first order of the day, the second reading of the 
Bill entitled an Ordinance to amend the Hvid- 
ence (Colonial Statutes) Ordinance 1908, I: ask 
the permission of tha Council to withdraw that 
order, I find Sir, it would be necessary to make 
the ordinance amenable to the Imperial! act 
bearing on this subject. That being so. it means 
the recasting of the Ordinance, and I ask ithat 
the order be discharged. ‘ 

Agreed to. 

WIDOWS’ AND ORPHANS’ PENSION FUND. 

Tha ATTORNEY GENERAL moved tbat the 
Council go into Committee on the Bill entitled 
An Ordinance to provide for the Tranefer to the 
Government of Hongkong of the Widows’ and 
Orphans’ Pension Fund and of the Manage- 
ment and Control of the Pensions of Widows 
and Orphans and to consolidate tho laws in 
relation therato, ! 

The CoLoNiAL SECRETARY seconded, and 
the motion was agreed to. 

Hon. Mr, * Te warT said that it did not seem 
equitable that cfficers on half pay should! pay 
4 per cent to the fund on their full salaries. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY replied thay the 
point had been raised before. Peopl- saemad to 
think that pensions grew out of the ground. 
Pension tables were calculated on the assumption 
that the contributors paid 4 per cent td the 
fund throughout the year whether they were on 
full or half ealaries. To adopt the amendment 
suggested by the hon. member, it would be 
necessary tv recast the whole pension tables. 
They would eit er have to reduoe the pension or 
increase the contribution, otherwise an extra 
burden would be impoge'l on the taxpayers now 
that the Fund bas béen taken over by the 
Government. He had no: doubt contritutors 
would be delighted to have that amendment 
carried, bat in the interests of taxpayers, for 
whom be was speaking he could not advise it. 

Hon Mr. Stewart withdrew his amend- 
ment. 

The Harsour Master pointed ont that a 
bachelor received back half of his contribations 
and he did not gee why.a widower should not 
benefit in like manner, | 

The CoLonraL SECRETARY oxplained that a 
bach«lor imposed no risk on the fund and there- 
fore he received back half of bis contributions, 
but if ha married he imposed a risk on the fund. 
He might predeocease his wife, and responsibi- 
lity w. ald devolve thereby on the fund. 

‘he HARBOUR MASTER said the contribator 
before his marriage should get every advantage 
a bachelor received. 

The CoLoniaL TREASURER pointed ont that 
the man who had contribut-d to the fund for 
seven or eight years before ha married yeceived 
nearly double the pension of a married man who 
joined the service at the same date, so’ that 
his bachelor contributions did benefit him. 

The CoLontai. SECRETARY gad this was 
another factor which lad to be considered in 
calon'ating tha pension tables, aod if they 
pulled out one brick they would bring the whole 
fatric down about their ears. Instead of the 
taxpavers paying 6 per cent they wou.d be 
called upon to pry 64 or &} per cent, and they 
must. have regurd to the taxpayer. 

His ExctLLENCY—You cannot oall in ques- 
tion the principle on which the Ordinance is 
based, and [ don't think, the Bill having passed 
its second reading, you can dixputethe manner 
in which the tables are drawn up. 

The point was not pressed farther. 

The ReGIsTRaAR-GHNERAL submitted on 
clause 14 there should be an appeal from the 
decision of the directors where they deprived a 
party of the privil-«ges due under the funds. 

The CoL nrIaL Secret TaRy admitt-d tbat the 
law was drastic, but pointed out that men 
might ruin the fund by false declarations as to 
the age of wives and other matters, 

Hon. Mr. Stewart suggested that the words 
“ snbject to the approval of the Governor” be 

ded. 

This was agreed to. 

On clause 15, Hon. Mr. STEWART took excep- 
tion to s-cti-en 2 which provided that no widow 
of an officer who died wi-hin a year fram the 
date of his marriage shall bé et to a 
pension ander this ordinance unless a obild is 
born of such marriage. , 


y lighthouse in 
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The CoLonraL Secertary justified the 
clause by saying that it was conceviable that a 
lady marrying aman might make away with him 
to enjoy the pension (Iiaughter). 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL—A 
genious construction. 

The CoLoNIaL SecreTaRy—~It is all very 
well for you to laugh at it. WhealI was at 
gaol I had a lady under my charge for doing 
away with her bostaad fora small-r motive, 

His ExceLiency the GanwraL OFFICER 
CoMMA&DING pointed out that the provision 
protected the Fard against death. bed marriages. 

Ult mately the clanse was reconstructed on 
the lin«s of the Singapore Ordinance, and passed. 

The Bill passed through committee. 

The CoLoNIAL SecaetaRy—The alterations 
to this Bill are purely verbal and with the con- 
sent of hon. members I move it ba read a third 
time, 

The ATTORNEY GENERAL seconded. 

On the question being put, Hon. 
STEW RT was the only distentient, 

The CoLoNIAL SzCcRETARY—Do yon object 
to the third reading or to it being read now ? 

Hon, Mr. Stewart—Perhaps I bad better 
explain. Some misunderstanding of the un- 
official attitude towards this legislation seems 
to have arisen out of the circumstance 
that opposition was not pressed to a 
division upon the resolution in favour of 
the second reading. This was described 
in a local newspaper as having been carried 
upapimously, whereas there were at lesst three 
audible *pors’ when the question was put. If 
I had foreseen the possibility of such a mis- 
understanding I should certainly bave asked 
for a division, because I was not convinced by 
the arguments employed in defence of the action 
of the Home Authorities. I failed also to 
realise tbe adequacy of the reasons given by 
the Local Guvernment for declining to consider 
the advisability of postponing legislation until 
after the promised valuation, whioh will cost as 
much, and be just as illuminating, whenever 
made. I do not propoee to bring up those 
points agaio in discussion, but, as I endeavoured 
to make olear in my speech on the second 
reading I object to the action of the 
Seoretary of State in issuing categorical 
inatructions to your Excellency to pasa this 
measure when the information was before him 
that the large majority of the contributors were 
opposed to the proposal and also that the on- 
official members supported that opposition. 
The fact that the maj -rity of contributors have 
siuce then changed their opinions does not 
remove objaction to the arbitrary nature of those 
instructions, It is still reasonable to object to 
the idea of the officials of this Colony being 
treated to a disciplinary measure io a matter of 
this kind; and also to the idea of this Council 
being used as medium for the enforcement of 
such a mesure; so by way of recording a 
protest against this cont-m plated coercive settle- 
ment of a highly coutroversial and technical 
question, and further in order to make plain 
the fact that the Counoil is not unanimous, even 
now, in sapporting the Bill, I intend tu vote 
against the third reading. 

His Excetuency—I understand the hon. 
member does nut object to the third reading 
being taken to-day P : 

Hoo, Mr. Stewart—Certainly not. I 
merely want to record my protest, 

His ExcELLENCY, on putting the question, 
declar d “theayes haveit,” ~~ 
The ATTORN Y GENRERAL—Unless the pee 


very in- 


Mr. 


member challenges a division’ the Bill 8 
ananimously. * 
Hon, Mr. Stewaxzt challenged a division. 
He wuss the only dissentent and the third read- 
ipg was carried, 
His ExceLtLency—The Counoil is adjourned 
until next Thureday, 


FINANCE COMMITTEE. 


A meeting of the Finance Committce was 
then held, the CotonraL Sacer: TaRx presiding. 
‘Phe foll wing votes were passed :— 

. TAIPO STAFF QUARTERS. 

The Governor recommended the Council to 
to vote a sum of two thousand dollars ($2,000) 
in aid of the vote, Publio Works Extraordinary, 
Staff Quarters, Tai Po. 


2S ewe ee et 


80 
CANTON. 


—— 


(FEOM OUB CORRESPONDENT.) 


THH EMPEROR'S BIRTHDAY. 


A banquet will bs given by H. E. Viceroy P 


Chang on Sunday at the Manvhu Hall in honour 
of the Emperor of China's birthday, All the 
Foreign Consuls and foreignera in the em- 
ploy of the Chinese Government bave been 
invited. Ags the birthday falls on tho 24'b 
instant the Custom honse will be closed for 
transaction of business. 

IMC. CUSTOMS TRAINING INSTITUTION. 

Up to yesterday afternoon over 281) candidates 
had registered themssives at the I, M. 
Customs for the prelimiary examination fos 
admission into the above institution. 

i THE FLOOD, 

The Throne hag granted 100,000 taels from 
the Imperial Funds for the relief of the 
sufferers by the recent flood. 

Valuable gifts aod donations are daily 
pouring in from every direotion, and the com- 
mittee of the Flood Fund Bazaar have addressed | 
their thanke to the donors through the local 
press. 


—— 


A NOTIFICATION BY THE MINT. { 

In my correspondenos of the 2'st instant I 
mentioned that an Imperial Edict was issued 
ordering the Provincial Mint here to cease 
atriking copper cents fr three months owing 
to the market being inundated with them | 

&o., &o. It is reported that yesterday the } 
Provincial Mint issued a notification saying : 
that on account of the difficulties in cironla‘ing | 
copper cash, the production of same by the 
mint has been accuniulafiog to an enormcus 
amount, In order to enforce its cironlation a 
regulation has been made that from the saventh 
moon all salari‘s of employees in the Governo- 
ment Bureaux willin fature include 2! per cent 
of those coins at mark-t rate. 
THE BECENT BIG FIR®, \ 
The Superintendent of Police has issued a i 
notification calling the attention of the landlords 
and tenants whose premises were destroved by 
fire on the 18th instant that in rebuilding the 
houses they must act in accordauce with the 
new regulation which requires that all houses 
deatroyed by fire are to be rebuilt further back 
so as to widen the streets. The distance to be 
given up is 24 feet one ch aide of the street. 
WATER WORKS AND ELECTRIC LIGHT 
CONCESAIONS. 

His Excellency Viceroy Chang has granted 
the above concessions in Fat Shan to Poon Yuen 
Ko and other gentry of that town. Fat Shin 
has a popalation of 6°90 009 peaple. 

’ GAPITAL OF KWANGSI TO BE REMOVED. 

Vioeroy Shum daring his regime suggested 
to the Central Government the removal of the 
Capital of Kwangsi to Nanning on aconnnt 
of the city of Kweilin being badly situated for 
the effective control of the Province, But the 
natives of that Province who were holding 
official positions in Peking protested against, 
the change, and represented that Nanning is 
a large transit sfation and only suitable for 
Commercial purposes. It was, they urged. 
difficult to defend. The subject was eventually 
dropped. Recently, owing to tha prevalence of 
briganda ze in the region theCentralGovernment 
have decided to remove the capital to Nanning. 
Instructions were telegraphed to Vicaroy 
Chang and the Governor of Kwangsi from 
Peking to raise the necessary funds to effect 
the removal. Governor Chang, who is now in 
Nanning, has been ordered not to return to 
Kweilin as it would be easier to communicate 
with the Viceroy from Nanning. 

THH FLOOD FUND BAZAAR, 

The date previously fixed by the committee 
for the opening of the Canton Grand Charity 
Bagaar has been al‘ered. The inauguration 
will now take place on the 5tl proximo. 
The buildings in which the Bazaar is to be held 
are Bi dat the extreme ond of the To Po 
Btreet, Western Suburb’, The Bazaar is to be 
open for seven days and nights, Sunday excepted. 
There are to ba two admissions daily viz :—12 
(soon) to4 pm, and 7 p.m. to ll pm. A 
charge of $1.00 is to be made for admisa- 
sion on the first day and 50 cents for each 
saoceediog days. 

A ciroular (in English) haa been sent round 
to all the foreign residents on the Shameen by 
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a 
Mr, Tsang Chue Sun, Honorary Seoretary of | i.e. posting a notice of the transfer on the 
the Bazaar. requesting their kind patronage, | premises one month before the transaction takes 
The enthusiastic co-opera'ion amongst all classes || place and advertising same in two newspapers ? 
of Chinese in connection with this charitible|| Are the title deeds valid and olear ? 
affiir is unprecedented and they really deserve} You did not mention all the above important 
raise. : | particulars in your petition, and I request you 
ALLEGED ENCROACHMENT AT sWaTow. || to thoroughly investigate and report same to me 
His Excellency Viceroy Chang received a/| a8 soon as possible so that I may decide. Moan- 
cablegram from Sub-Prefect Ma Tsao, I.M.j| while you are requested to inform the military 
Castoms deputy at Swatow, stating that Mr,|| officials to give adeqaate protectio: to the 
Harris, Acting (Commissioner of Customs (bere,|| missionaries and to prevent the people from 
has without consalting him (Ma Teun) erected]; creating any trouble.” 
certain buildings and decreased thereby the|| THE POPULATION OF CANTON. 
width of the road in front of the Customs Honse.|| 80th July, 1908. 
Pabtio feeling has heen aronsed in consequsnce|/ The Superintendent of Police has made & 
The Sub Prefect added that he had peranaded|| report of the Census of the po ulation of 
the Commissioner to ord-r the work to bal| Cantoa taken by his staff which gives the 
stopped and at the same time he was prevaring}| following figures :— 
a detailed report for His Excellency. Viceroy;} ‘“ There are 3,858 streets 


in Canton te 


Chang wired back as follows :—‘ Commissioner | Both Walled Cities, its suburbs, and Ho Nam. 
Harris is in the wrong in enoroachino Shops registered and numbered .., 26,162 
on the width of the road through erecting Family houses registered and 

cerlaiu buildings without previously consulting numbered .. gee! Paget ve 84,701 


the I. M. Cust.-msdeputy, I note that you hav 
already persuaded the Commissioner to ords 


Total number of shop and houses... 90,863 
the work to ba stopped. I instruc’ you toin 


vestigite agiiu and stop the work, if necessary, Male population . 812,636 
Send full report cn the matter ” Female population 174.700 
BUREAU FOR THE SUPPRESSION OF OPIUM << 

SMOKING. ; Total population... ... 487,338 


Viceroy Chang has instructed the Kwong 
Chan Prefect, Chan Mong Tsang, t» establish 
Bureiu exclusively for the suppression of opiu 
smoking; to draw up regulations for same, an 
to engage the necessary staff to run the offlog, 
His Exoallency has also given ina‘ractions 
the Provincial Judge, the Bureau of Looa 
Affairs and the Superintendent of Polica to oa- 
operate with the new establishment and to see 
that all regulations are really enforoed. at 

ao 


There must be a mistake somewhere as the 
figures regarding population are simply ridicu- 
lous, ‘Ths total of the census gives an average 
of 4 to 5 persons per house. Anybody who bas 
geen a Chinese house will see at once the 
' absurdity of it. The smallest Chinese house 

contains at least a dczan persons. Moreover the 
female pop 1: ion certainly exoeeds the male ; 
thers are more servant girls in every family 
hous» than there are ms'e members of the 
family itself. 

There is a yramour that a poll tax 
is uuder consideration and it may have in- 
fluenced not a little the figures above quoted 
Besides there are hundceds of small houses and 
huts both in the City and its suburbs which are 
not registered or numbered, 

The Cansas must have been taken in the 
charaoteristic Chinese style. : 


_ 


Prefact has alrasdy fonud suitable offices a 
has drawn a eum of 1,007 taels from the Bare 
of Leoil Affairs for praliminary expanses. 

GOVERNMENT MONOPOLY OF CAMPHOR. | 

Henceforth the camphor industry and trade 
of the two Kwang Provinoas will beoome a 
Governmant monopoly. !p Taotoi has be 
appointed supsrintendent. of the monopoly. 
Kouk Kong is one of the districls where 
campkor is produc-d in abundauo-, operations 
will ba first star'ed there and the other districts 
will ba developed afterwards. All the necessa 
camphor for goverament use will bs taken first 
and the sarplus will ba plioed on the market. 

LIKIN DUTY. 

Io the Viceroy's semi-anousl report to the 
Throne, regarding all likiu duties collected jn 
the Kwang Tung Provinos, hs states that the 
total a:nount of likia oolleoted during that 
perio? on goods imported aud exported was 
795,714, taels, beaides a sum of 38,769 ‘aels duly 
colluoted on salt. The previous report showgd 
a balances of 259,349 tiels in hand ; this amounht 
together with the two items mentiourd abrye 
gives a total of 1,093,832 taels. After dednctiyg 
various sums of money amounting to 661,2B4 
taels. which were remitted to Peking from tims 
to time, there remains a balance of 432,598 taels 
in hand. 

MISSIONARIES AND OFFICIALS. 

The Magistrate at Kim Chuk has reported 
to WVioeroy Chang that oertauin Americho 
missionaries are building a church in Kam 
Chuk Hui with a view to propagate fhe 
Christian religion in that towa, This bas 
roused considerable feeling and the publio 
are vigorously protesting against the balding 
of the Churoh, His Excellency repl.ed jas 
follows :— 

“T have noted the contents of your petitipn. 
According to Treaties all foreigu missionaries 
have a right to build Churches add propagate 
the Christian Religion in ths interior of Ubiha. 
In this case, if everything is being carried oa| in 
a proper ani legal way by the missionaries, 
I cannot o5jz0t to or prohibit them from erdot- 
ing the Church jast because the people of Lhe 
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More damage has to be reported to Govern- 
ment property as the result of the typhoon. 
There is a hole in the dial of the town clock, 
the dial facing the waterfront! 

Is he your uncle or your father’s friend? was 
a question addressed to a witness at the 
Supreme Court yesterday. “Well,” said the 
witness, “he was the sworn brother of my 
father, and so I oalled him uncle.” 

The Indian watchman who was accused 
of shooting at » Chinese ticket collector on the 
as. Lintan”’ with intent to murder him, was 
discharged on July 29, there being no avidenca 
to support a conviction. 

Another wreok is reported to have ocourred 
off Capsuimun on Thursday, when a large jank 
strack the rook which was responsible for the 
foundering of the s.8, “‘ Powau.” The damage 
done is estimated, at $4,000, bat no lives were 
lost. 

The week's return of communicable disease 
in the Colony shows 17 plague cases (16 being 
Chinese, 1 Portuguese), 14 proving fatal; 4 
Chinese cases of cholera (i imported) ;+ 1 
Japanese case of enteric fever, an 2 Chinese 
cases of puerperal fever. Duriog the 24 bh urs 
ended noon yesterday only one case of plague 
was reported, and that one came from a boat in 
the harbour. . 

The Flood Relief Fand committee beg to 
acknowledge, with thanks, the following 
donations. 

Peter's Seamen's Church por Mr. 


town objxct to it, HL, Bykes... 6. cee cee tee nee tee $50 
I instrucs you to make the following Dr. G. M. Haraton ... we ee ee 85 
inquiries :— His H nour Judge Gomperts cheque for 25 
Who was the landlord of the Cheong Wo} Vinoant Sorby, Esq,... 10. see vee aes 12 
hardware sop previous to the house being gold Mr. Leong Lan Shin... jiu tee tee 50 
to the missionaries ? LL. Me.Chan Tia Cho wu. ee tee oes 100 
Are the missionaries now renting the hduae| Mr. Chan Tex Chan... ... 1. ve se $00 
or have they actually purchagad it? Mr, Fung Shia Chuen 4, 1 oe os 200 
If they have purchased the ‘hduse, was |the Mrs. Fang YeoTai ... .. 1 ++ sve HQ 
transfer of the property done it compliance Mr, Kwan Lei Shan... wn. eee 50 
with the new regulations which ard now enforced Mr. Poon Yeo Yum .., oes soe ves 12100 
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| THE HARBOUR OF REFUGE 
| ~~" SCHEME. 


, DISCUSSIONS IN COMMITTEE. 


€ 


| We have received from the Colonial Seore- 
‘tary's Office copies of the reports of proceedings 
of the Public Works Committee at meetings 
held on the 19th December 1907 and 4'h 
January, 1908, which wera referred to in the 
i discussion which took place at the Legislative 
} Council on Thursday. 
At the meeting held on the 19th December, 
{ 1907, there were present The Honourable the 
; Director of Public Works (Mr. W. Chatham, 
{ C.M.G.), Chairman, Hon. Colonial Treasurer, 
| (Mr. A. M. Thomson), Hon. Mr. Edbert Ansgar 
Hewett, Hon. Mr. Edward Osborne, and the 
Hon. Mr. Henry Keswick. 

The Chairman read a report by Mr. Boulton, 
dated 28th September, 1907, on the proposed 
Harbour of Refuge at Mongkoktsui and laid 
the plans and diagrams accompanying that 
report before the Committee. Hoe also read the 
minutes bearing on the report and a minute by 
the Harbour Master, dated 15th November, 
1907, recommending that a harbour of refuge 
should be constructed at West Point instead of 
at Mongkokteni. 

The Mongkoktsui and the Harbour Master's 
‘ West Point Schemes were shown on a chart 
: which was laid before the Committee. 

Mr. Boulton’s report on the Mongkokteni 
Scheme stated that :— 

(a.) The constraction of the breakwater, 4.900 

feet long, could not be carried «ut piecemeal so 

as to afford a sheltered area of m derate extent 

in the first instances which oould afterwards be 

extended by adding to the breakwater, because 

the enclosed area would remain dangerously 

exposed from oertain quarters until the whole 
soheme was completed, 

(b.) The only way of curtailing the expendi- 
ture, consistent with the provision of a harbour 
whioh would be safe under all conditions, was to 
modify the scheme entirely, making it of a 
much less extensive nature than had hither been 

roposed and an alternative scheme was shown 
having a breakwater 1,940 feet long. 

(c.) The cost of the scheme hitherto proposed, 
; affording a sheltered area of 166 acres, was 
A: estimated at $1,540,000. e 

(d.) The cost of the modified scheme, affording 
a sheltered area of only 6) acres, was estimated 


at $888,800. 


would probably involve serious questions with 
Marine Lot-owners in (he vicinity. 

The Chairman pointed out, owing to the 
limited area of shelter afforded by the modified 
scheme, boats would be likely to make for it 
whenever storm warnings were hoisted whereas 
the original scheme would afford such ample 
space that boat-owners could safely reckon on 
finding room available for their craft however 
lxte they might delay seeking shelter. 

The Harbour Master's proposal was {o con- 
struct two breakwaters off Kennedy Town, 
having a combined length of 4,250 feet and 
erclosing an area of about 82 acres, 

The Chairman stated that the scheme would 
7 afford about 75 acres of sheltered water and 
would cost about $1,913,000. 

' Mr, Keswick enquired what was the estimated 
cost of dredging out Causeway Bay. 

The Chairman read the replies which were 
{: giyen to questions of asimilar nature asked by 
4 the Monourable Mr, H. E. Pollock ata meeting 
; of the Legislative Counoil on the lst November, 
1906, in which it was stated that tke area of 
Causewsy Bay was 57 acres and the estimated 
cost of dredging it to a depth of 9 feet at low 
water was about $900,0CO. Members expressed 
the opinion that 9 feet was an excessive depth 
and that it could safely be reduced to 6 feet, 
te a bring the estimate down to about 
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$500,000. 

After further diacuesion of the proposals 
submitted, it was agreed, on the suggestion of 
Mr. Hewett, to ciroulate Mr, Boulton's report 
and other documents to Members in order to 
7 give them an opportunity of studying the matter 
more fully and to hold another meeting after 
I this had been done. 

The Honourable the Harbour Master (Mr. B. 
: BR. H. Teylor) was pres-nt throughout the meet- 
if ing and took part in the discussion 
: The Committee then adjourned 


(e.) The carrying out of the modified scheme 


CHINA OVERLAND TRADE REPORT. 


At the meeting held on Jdnuary 4th) 1908 
there were present the Honourable the Director 
of Public Works (Mr. William Chatham, 
C.M.G.), Chairman. Hon, Mr. Eilward 
Osborne. Hon. Mr. Henry Keswick. 

The Chairman read the report of the last 
meeting (beld on the 19:h Deoémber. ]9U7,) and 
a minute by His Excellency the Govprnor, 
dated the 20th November, 1907, with reference 
to the question of dredging of partly dredging 
and partly reclaiming Causeway Bay In 
accordance with the decision céme to at the last 
meeting, the following paperd had been |circu- 
lated to Members :— 

(.) Mr. Boullon’s report ofi28th September, 
1907, on the Mongkoktani Scheme 

(ii.) Comparative Statement of Areas! Cost, 
&c.. of Mongkoktsni and Kennedy |Town 
Schemes. 

. (iii.) Estimated cost of Drédging Causeway 
ay. 

(iv.) Plan accompanying Mr. Boulton’s report. 

(v.) Chart No. 3280 with Mongkoktsadi and 
Kennedy Town Schemes shown on it. 

Tbe minutes by Members on the general 
question of improving the existings Harbour of 
Refuge and providing a new one werd then 
read, The following is a brief abstract cf 
them :— 

Mr. Keswick :— ' 

Ex ‘sting Harbour. Causeway Bay should be 
immediately despened. A depth of 9 fe-t all 
over, a8 proposed in the Public Works Depart- 
ment estimate, would be superfluons and it 
would suffice if the entire area were woe into 


three equal parts having depths of 9, Gland 3 
feet respectively. 

New Harbour. A barbour at Cheung Sha 
Wan would be preferable to one oppssite 
Mongkokisui on the grounds of economy, The 
Kennedy Town proposal would be a luxury and 
the minor Ménogkoktsui Scheme an besats 
wast? of money. i 

Mr. Osborne, 


Existing Harbour. Causeway Bay should be 
deepened so as toafford 10 feet depth along the 
North side, diminishing itto 2 feet alobg the 
South side, but, as the area of the bay is\in-uffi- 


cient, additional accommodation must be pro- 
vided, 


New Harbour, A sheltered area of 1(0 acres 
is required. The Kennedy Town Scheme would 
be too costly and too small and, in alstrong 
North-East wind, boats would be driven past 
it or wrecked on the breakwater. A breakwater 
at Cheung Sha Wan would be more sle‘tered 
than one at Mongkoktsui and would tHerefore 
be less ccstly and for that and other minor 
reasons it was fo be preferred. j 

Mr. Hewett. 

Existing Harbour. Canseway Bay s 
dredged as proposed by Mr. Keswick. 

New Harbour. ‘\bis should be either at 
Mougkoktsani or Cheung Sha Wan,—preferably 
the latter. 

Mr. Thomson: — 

Existi.g Harbour. The dredging of Canse- 
way Bay should, carried out, be an addi 
work, 


ould b: 


Mew Harbour. Kennedy Town Scheme is 
out of the question. No estimate has been 
given of the Cheung Sha Wan Scheme, 

A rep rt by Mr. Boulton, dated 3rd January, 
1908, reviewing the points raised in the |forego- 
ing minutes was then read. It contajned the 
following statements :— 


Causeway La;. A comparison of old and 
new charts showed that no appreciable advance 
of the foreshore had occurred since the esta- 
blishment of the Colony. Of the 3 |nullahs 
discharging into the bay, only one drains bare 
bills which are likely to yield detritug and so 
produce silting; but this is counteracted by 
frequent dredging. The large dredgers in the 
Colony which might possibly be hirpd were 
unsuitable for the work suggested as it would 
be necessary, in order to provide flotation for 
them, to dredge to a depth fardn excess of that 
specified. Special plant would hava to be 
purchased to carry out the deepening suggested 
and, assuming that it were disposed of jon com- 
pletion of the work, the dost would probably 
amount to about $501,(00. The remoyal of all 
material above the level of low water oJ 
Ordinary Spring ‘Vides could be done |/by man- 
ual labour and was estimated to cogt about 
$70,000. ] 


| 
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New ftfarbour. The cost of a break- 
water at Cheung Sha Wan, enclosing 


an area of 166 acres was estimated roughly 
at $1,420,000 and, iff the shallow areas 
opposite the end of the breakwater had not been 
reclaimed by the time it was carried out, tem- 
porary groing would be required to restrict the 
width of the entrances. The scheme was as 
shown on a tracing dated 25,7.04 in C.8.0. 
9647-1903. A modified scheme to enclose an 
arca of 100 acres at Cheung Sha Wan: could be 
carried out at a coat estimated approximately at 
$1,200,000. The objection to both these pro- 
sals was that they would prevent the carrying out 
of an extensive reclamation scheme for whioh the 
bay was well adapted. 

The proposed breakwater at Mongkoktsui 
was strengthened by the introduction of 
concrete blooks to a small exteat, bat otherwise 
it was of such a typs as would be required at 
Cheung Sha Wan or elsewhere, Mongkoktsui 
was nearer the centre of the harbour than 
Cheung Sha Wan,—a very important consider- 
ation in the case of a sudden storm. 

The Chairman read the report of a Public 
Works Committee meeting ‘held on the 25th 
October, 1906, at which the various possible sites 
for a harbour of refuge were considered, the 
result being that the Mongkoktsui site waa 
unanimously recommended to Government. 

After full discussion, the Members present 
agreed to the following recommendations :— 

(a.) In view of the proposed reclamation 
scheme at Cheung Sha Wad, the Mongkoktsui 
scheme should be adopted and a condition 
shiuld be made that the existing trading 
anchorage off Yaumati is not to be interfered 
with after the completion of the soheme. 

(b.) In view of the great expense involved in 
carrying out any extensive scheme of dredging 
at Cau-eway Day, which is really unnecessary 
for the requirements of the craft seeking refuge 
there, steps should be taken to provide a shallow 
depth of water over the area which at present 
dries at Low Water. This work should be 
regarded as an urgent one. 

‘The Committee understand that the work 
recommended in (b.) oan ba done by hand at 
a moderste cost. 


SH\NGHAI GENERAL CHAMBER 
OF COMMERCE. 


The following Minutes of Committee Meeting 
held on July 16. are published. Present :— 
Messrs. W. D. Little (Chairman) J. N. 
Jamieson, F, Anderson, H. BR. Kinnear, D. 
Landale, L. Rastoul, J. Stern, O. Stuekmeyer, 
A. Wright, and the Acting Secretary. 

BANK NOTE CASE. 


In view of the fact that the information 
received from the Taotai through the Senior 
Consul is incomplete, it is decided to address the 
Diplomatic Body at Peking with a view to 
obtaining from the Chinese Government the 
names of the Banks authorised to issue Bank 
Noles, and inquiring what reserve in coin is 
held against the issues and algo requesting that 
the unguaranteed issues may be prohibited. 

PAYMENT OF BILL3 PURCH/ SED. 

Letter from Messrs. Sulzer Radolph & Co,, 
and sixteen other Silk Export Firms is discussed. 
The letter draws the Chamber's attention to the 
fact that the Banks will only pay for bills 
purchased under contracts on the business day 
previons to Siberian mail day and that this 
alteration is detrimental to the interests of Silk 
Export Firms, who have to ship and pay for 
their silk sometimes several days before being 
credited with the amounts of their bills. This 
letter had bean submitted to the chairman of the 
Associated Exchange Banks who pointed out 
that the Banks had beeu forced to accept the 
measure in order to protect themselves against 
the practice of delivering bills several days 
befor mail day. « 

CHINESE TELEGRAPHS. 


Letters from the Imperial Chinese Tele ph 
Administration in reply to the Chambers’ letter 
of June 23 are read to the effect that a reduction 
in the rates of domestic telegrams and the 
elimination of the charge for several additional 
words on registered telegraphic addresses are 
contemplated. 
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A BENEVOLENT PIRATE CHIEF. 


TERRORISING THB RICE MERCHANTS, 


Chan Cheun is a large town situated near 
Canton and is the largest grain market in ihe 
Kwangtuog Province. ‘he wholesale rice 
merchants there, taking advantage of the oa- 
lamity caused by the recent disastrous 
flood, formed a ring and bought up all the rice 
that was available in the different markets. 
Thig sent the price of the commodity from 3 
taels | mace per pical to 6 taels 1 mace in the 
beginning of the ourrentmonth. The avarious 
merchants not being satisfied with the enormous 
profita they were making have lately actually 
refused to sell rice to the poor country people 
of the distressed. districts, knowing that these 
people would ask for a reduction of price. 
Whenever they came to make a purchase they 
wore told that there was no rioe in stock. The 
country people were very angry over the matter 
bat could do nothing to ventilate their wrath, 
This affair was heard of by the notorious Pirste 
chief, Luk Lan Hing, who on the 10th instant 
about dusk landed at Chan Cheon with over 15 
dragon boats filled with pirates and personally 
visited several of the leading rico merchante, 
whom he presented with visiting cards 
bearing the formidable characters ‘“ Luk 
Lao Hing.’ Having asked their surnames 
he left a letter with each of them and told 
them to act in strict accordance with the 
contents of the letter. Every one of the 
merchants were ina state of great terror when 
Luk pat in his appearance in their shops as 
they did not know the object of his visit. 
Shortly after the departure of the robber chief 


and when their apprehensions were over they | 


opened the letters, the gist of which was as 
follows :— 

“Tbeg respectfally to inform you that on 
account of the recent disastrous flood the 
officials sud people of all trades and professions 
have rendered assistance in every possible way 
to alleviate the sufferings of those in distress 
while you are hoarding up grain to sell at high 
prices. You not only gave a deaf ear to the 
appeal of the hungry but you have even refused 
to ‘sell rice to the people of the distressed 
district, You are devoid of virtue and your 
conduct is abominable. I hereby give you 
notice that within one month from to-day you 
are required to dispose of all your rice 
at cost price and only on this condition 
peaos will remain between us, and if you 
do not repant and reform your doings I 
will summon and command my brothers to rob 
all your grain, convey it by vessel to the 
distressed districts for distribution amongst the 
sufferer:, and exact a fine of $209,000, in 
atonement of your crimes and faults, If you do 
not have this sum in readiness I will infliot 
the severest punishment &o. &c.” 

The merchants after reading the letter held a 
meeting with the intention of reporting the 
matter to the authorities, but, upon further 
reflection, decided to drop the matter as they 
feared that the officials would punish them for 
hoarding up the grain and raising its price; 
on the other hand they dare not keep up the 
price for fear of Luk acting up to his word. It 
jg reported that last week the price of rise in 
Chan Cheun had dropped to 3 taels 2 mace per 
picul and now to 2 taels 7 mace 6 candareens ; 
in the latter price the merchants are losing 3 
mace per pioul. This fluctuation has caused 
the price of the artiole to fall in Fat Shan 
and other rice markets, 

Perhaps very few people know bow Luk Lan 
Hing became a pirate. He is well educated and 
very intelligent and was formerly school master 
of a public school in a village in the Shun Tak 
district. His school and lodgings occupied a 
small portion of a large ancestral temple 
situated on the outskirts of the village. The 
temple bas frequently been made use of by 
pirates and robbers as a rendezvous and also a 
place for“dividing their booty. Cf late years 
owing to numerous robberies up-country, many 
of the wealthy people have removed their 
valuables to policed cities and towns for 
safety—and the chances of the bandits to 
make a big haul are rare. Now they have 
changed their tactiss by kidnapping the 
weslthy olass and their children and also blaok- 
mailing. This requires some education as 
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they have to communicate in writing to the 
victim's relations, but hardly a soul amongst the 
robbers could read or write. They found Luk 
very useful; he often wrote letters for them 
and explained the replies. Of course, he was 
paid for his work. But it did not last very 
long before Luk’s handwriting was identified 
by somebody who bronght the matter to the 
notice of the authorities. The result was a 
reward of several thousand tals was advertised by 
tle officials some two years ago for the capture 
of Guk, dead or alive, and in fact one day 
soldiers were on their way to capture him io 
bis village. When the robbers got wind of it 
they went ahead of the soldiers and oarried 
Luk away by force. He was afterwards 
compelled by the pirates to become thei 
chief. Although the reward for Luk’s cap 
ture has now risen to 60,000 taels, he frequently 
visits his family in the village, passing right 
under the nose of the braves, and he has never 
been captured or molested, He is a great power 
now and his comrades are posted everywhere 
wherever he goes. 


THE STATUS OF ROMAN 
CATHOLIC PRIESTS IN CHINA. 


A CHINESE VIEW, 


Some years ago the privilege of official rank 
was granted by the Emperor of China to priests 
engaged in mission work in this country. Thp 
Protestant Clergy declined to accept the 
honour, batthe Homan Catholics seizad upon 
it with avidity seeing therein the immenge 
political power which the concession gave to 
them more especially in remote interior stations. 
It is of course well known that the Church af 
Rome seeks temporal power in order to utilige 
it, in any way, to fartber the Church. The 
policy of the: means jastifying the end, the 
end being the infallible benefit to hamanity aq- 
oruing from adherence to the faith of the Chu ati 
of Rome, has been unswervingly held by that 
Church. Priests of thea Church hava therefore 
considered it only a daty to utilize their honor- 
ary rank as a lever for obtaining concessions 
for their establishments and their converts. 
They have not hesitated to interfere in law 
cases on behalf of their converts and in many 
cages have forced the magistrates to give 
decisions in favour of their converts, contrary 
to the true rulings of justice acd eqnity, 
ln visiting the Yamens the Catholic priests 
made it a practios to insist upon a 
reception being accorded to them in accor- 
dance with their official rank and status. 
lt has at times happened that the rank 
of the priest bas been higher than that 
of the local official and the extraordinary 
spectacle has been witnessed of the orders of 
the Chinese Government official! being over- 
ruled and vetoed by a foreigner with a higher 
complimentary rank. Land disputes between 
their oonverts and those of other churches 
have been a fruitfal source of friction and the 
Roman Catholio priestly Officials have invari- 
ably used the power of their rank to weigh 
down the soales of justice in favour of their 
protégés. Though this is prefectly consistent 
with the policy of the-Roman Church and 
doubtless had the desired effect of attracting 
converts, it undoubtedly created a condition of 
affairs in the country which no Government 
could long tolerate.. There can be but little 
doubt that most of the converts, attracted to 
the Roman Church in this way, became members 
thereof solely for the material benefits to bs 
derived therefrom. The Church also offered a 
harbour of refuge to evil doers and oriminals 
and many of these have taken advantage of its 
shelter. 

Some time ago the question of withdrawing 
this complimentary rank was, after due consi- 
deration, decided upon and the Government 
have now sent notification of this to all the 
Vioeroys and Governors of the various Provinces 
and Dependencies, with instructions that hence- 
forth priests of the Roman Catholio Curch oall- 
ing on officials are to be treated only as ordinary 
foreign gentlemen and are not éntitled to any 
recognition of rank. : 

That this is fair and just is indisputable and 
the priests have only themselves to blame for 
the loss of their courtesy rank and the presti 
whioh it carried, for had they not abused tho 
privilege, China would not have been compelled 
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to withdraw the favour. It is to be hoped that 
this alteration of status will curtail the illegal 
interference in Government affairs in the 
interior by these missionaries and that a more 
peaceable state of affaira may reanlt.— Chinese 
Publie Opinion, 


LAST WEEK’S THUNDERSTORM, 


The thunderstorm which passed over the 
Colony last July 25th was one of the heaviest 
experienced here for years. Vivid flishes of 
lightning were followed by loud peals of thunder, 
while rain fell in torrents for nearly an hoar. 
In different parts of the city the streets ware 
flooded, while considerable damage haa been done 
to the roads. 

Mr. Georga Grimble’s house at Pokfulam was 
struck by lightning which broke some panes of 
glass, and carried a brick pillar bodily from the 
verandah into the garden. fortunately no one 
in the house was injured. Mr. Parr, the Com-. 
missioner of the Kowloon Customs, who resides 
at Durisdeer, Magazine Gap, The Peak, also 
suffered much. Most of the retaining walls of his 
property and tho new tennis lawn have given 
away. A considerable landslip has occurred on 
the Peak close to Stewart Terrace. Another 
occurred near the Viotoria Hospital, Barker 
Roai, and considerable damage of. the same 
nature was done to the site of the house Mr. 
Ram is erecting in Barker Road. 

When removing débris in Barker road, the 
coolies unearthed the dead body of a native, 
and the corpse was removed to the Mortuury,. 

Sanitary [nospeotor Cotton reported to the 
police that at four o’clook on Satarday after- 
noon the front verandah of his house, a three- 
storey building on Leighton Hill Road, 
collapsed, and caused damage to the extent of 
$2,000. Ncbody was injared, but the road in 
question was partly obstructed, Another 
sabsidence occurred at the Central Sanitary 
building, where the retaining wall gave way 
ond many tons of earth was carried on to the 
Military Parade Ground. 

News has filtered through slowly from the 
New Torritory on account of the stoppage of 
communication, but yesterday information was 
received that a numbsr of temporary bridges on 
the Kowloon-Canton Railway ling had been 
destroyed, and that part of the embankment on 
which the temporary line is constructed had 
been washed away. A parapet wall on the Taipo 
Road, three-quarters of a mile above the vhree 
mile stone, also collapsed, At Sheuog Shai 
village Indian Constable No. 570 had a narrow 
escape from drowning. He attempted to cross a 
stream which was running a banker, and was 
carried awav by the ourrent, With great 
difficulty two comrades rescued him, and he was 
oirried to the nearest ont-station in an uncon- 
sciougoondition, There, after the treatmaat for 
the apparently drowned had been applied, he 


recovered. 


A CANTON ACTION AT SHANGHAI 


In the Danish Consular Court at Shanghai 
on the 23rd, inst., His Honour the Con- 
anlar Judve, Mr, T. Raasehow, rendered his 
decision in the oase Lee Ta-lan v. W. Smith 
and Co., as follows: - : 

The plaintiff in this case is a Chinese com- 
pradore from Carton named Lee |'s-lun who 
sues the firm of Carl W. Smith & Co., and its 
owner Carl W. Smith, a Danish subject tradiag 
at Canton for the balances of thres accouats 
amounting to $1,063.69, with interest st the rate 
of 7 per cent per anoum from date of petition 
until payment, and costs. ; 

D:fendant has not objected to the items 
which go to make up these balances bat he 
has put forward a counter-olaim of $1600, . 
making « final balance io his favour of whioh 
he however had made the plaintiff a present 
thereby squaring up the accoant. Plaintiff has 
devied the existenca of any counterclaim and 
since defendant has produced no proof in 
support of hia statement jadgment is given for 
plaintiff with costs. at j 

Within three daysafter receiving notice of this 
judgment defendant shall psy to plaintiff Mex. 
$1,063.09 with interes’ at 7 per cent, per anoum 
from the 10th April 1908 untildate of psyment 
and also the costs of this case with $150, or 
suffer the conseqaence of the law. 
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THE TYPHOON. 


The Typhoon which visited the Colony on 
Monday night was a more severe one than that 
of the 18th September 1906, but happily we 
have not the same lung ead tale :f disaster to 
chronicle. It caused more damage ashore than 
the 1906 typhoon, but far less sfloat. The 1904 
typhoon came with leas than half an hour's 
warning about nine o'clock inthe morning when 
the hundreds of emall craft—the cargo junks and 
saipans—hed just commenced their daily toil 
in the harbour; and coming upon them so 
unexpectedly it carried them to speedy destruct 
tion. Our latest vieitant arrived about midnight, 
at the end of a day which had opened with a 
most weloome returo of sunshine efter more 
than a week of wet weather culminating 
in several serious landships in various parts 
of the Colony which bad endangered the safety 
of several buildings. There were early indioa- 
tions, however, that the respite was likely to 
be brief. The mid-day Observatory Report 
mentioned that the barometer was inclined 
to fall on the South Coast of China, 
but at that hour tke depression gave no 
indication of being a severe one. At the 
signalling stationa in the harbour the red cone 
and dram, indicating a typhoon to the South 
East of the Colony beyond 30 miles, was 
hoisted about mid-day, Towards evening the 
red were replaced by the black signals indioat- 
ing that the typhoon was within the 300 mile 
radius. Shipsin the harbour took the usual pre- 
cautions, while the small craft swarmed to the 
shelter at Causeway Bay. The weather signs 
became increasingly ominons after that and at 
9.30 p.m the Observatory reported that the 
typhoon appeared to be moving towards the 
Coast in the neighbourhood of Hongkong. At 
11.15 the order was issued to hoist No. 3 night 
signel and to fire three bombs. The typhoon 
had reached the Colony, and for upwards of 
four houra the wind continued to blow with 
terrific force. 

The centre of the typhoon must have been 
very near the Colony. The wind oommenced 
to blow from the North and went quickly round 
to South, South-East and South-West. It was 
while the wind was south that the storm was at 
its worst, 

The lower level {ramway service was disor- 
gapised by the storm, but repairs were promptly 
effected and the trams were running belors 
tiffin yesterday. Telephone wires also suffered 
considerable damage on the higher levels, 

His Excellency the Governor has asked tobe 
furnished with a detailed report of the casualties, 


IN THE CITY, 


With the exception of the disaster at Kings- 
olere and the collapse at King’s Buildings, 
the damage in the City is not great in 
individual eases yet the aggregate is very 
extensive and the total loss occasioned must 
be very considerable. 

THE COLLAPSE AT KINGSCLERE, 

Dealing first with the damage to property, the 
greatest is perhaps at Kingsclere, where a 
percion of the beautiful building is in ruins, 

aut what adds to the direful effect of the 
catastrophe is that it has claimed a European 
victim, a resident, who though still alive, lies in 
preibree re ina very oritical condition. The 
cause of the disaster was the collapse of one of 
the chimneys. It was blown down when the 
storm was at its height, and crashed through 
a bedroom in the north-east portion, the débria, 
in turn, falling down through another apart- 
ment, tearing down the walls, The occupant 
of the room, Mr. Hunt, of Messrs. Shewan, 
Tomes and Company, who has only been in 
the Colony about three months, apparently rose 
from his bed to look out, but hearing the 
ominous noise overhead he divined that some- 
thing was wrong and immediately sought 
protection under the bed. Then the crash came. 
The debris fell on the bed and filled the 
room, but, singularly enough, though the 
wreckage broke down the the leg 
which happened to be near his head 
stood the strain and gave him a chance to 
breathe: But the weight on his body and legs 
was great, and he suffered great agony. 


OHINA OVERLAND TRADE REPORT. 


Naturally the occurrence ca 
tion inthe house, which was not d 
the fact that the place was in darkness, 
electric light having been affected, and the 
which now filled the building and threatened to 
lift the roof made it impossible to keep candles 
or Ismps alight. However; with the] sid 
of ohair lamps some light. was thrown on 
the scene, and when the state of affairs! was 
realised effortawere made {o rescue Mr. Font 
from his precarious condition. The police land 
fire brigade staff came to assist and after four 
hours’ digging, fraught with'no little danger 
by reason of the unsupported wall which 
threatened to fallat any moment, they respued 
the unfortunate young man and had /him 
conveyed to the hospital where it was found he 
had received internal injuries of a serious 
nature; To add to the destruction oa 
by the oollapse itself; the water 
burst, deluging the rooms underneath. 
water percolated through pillars, walla jand 
ceilings, and unless these were speedily sh 
up it was feared that that portion of the bnild- 
ing would collapse in turn. As itis, no fewer. 
than six rooms are wreoked either with falling 
debris or water, and the loss resulting must be 
very great indeed. Numbers of windows were 
blown in, and it is singular that many of them, 
made of glass about a quarter.of an inch thiok, 
were found on ‘the floors intact. i 
was indeed most disastrous, and great sympathy 
is extended to Mrs. Sachse, who had reogntly 
had the place renovated and improved. 
THH KINGS BOILDINGS COLLA PSB, 
Another serious collapse took place at Kings 
Buildings, where three officés were wredked. 
The upper, occupied by Medsrs. Jebsen | and 
Company, collapsed, and the whole fell through 
into Meyer and Company’s office, the accumul- 
ation descending into the Pacifico Mail office. 
The place is completely wreckeil, bat fortunately 
the ocourrence was not attended with any loas 
of life. 
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GENHRAL DAMAGB. 

Government House was not allowed to eseape. 
Part of the roof gave and the verandah at the 
eastern end collapsed, 

Public buildings suffered. rather severely, 
Victoria Gaol was unrooféd, the warns 
quarters were similarly damaged, and the roof of 
the Magistracy has algo fallenin. Tho sepond 
court was untenable yesterday and Mr. Wood 
had to conduct the business inithe small waiting 
room. The Fire Station has likewise suffered, 
and part of the registry at thé Supreme Court 
has been oarried away. The Sanitary Hoard 
matshed at Wanchai hag been'destroyed. :The 
Central Police Station has stood the storm 'very 
well, only a few windows being smashed and 
the walla iu part denuded of plaster, 

At the corner of Bowriagton Road. and 
Praya East the top floor of ja Chinese house 
was lifted clean out by the force of the wind. 
No oasualties are reported. The top |part 
‘of a house in Morrizon Hill ocoupied by Mésurs. 
R. F. C. Master, Lieut. Bookwith and Mr. P. 
Hodgson also‘gave way. A verandah collapsed 
at 94 Des Vooux Road, and B dwelling house 
a little further slong collapsed. The Kuag 
Wo Godowns at 163 Connaught Road West 
also fell in and other godowns in Kennedy- 
town were damaged in a like manner. : 

Happy Valley is a scene of, desolation. The 
amatsheds belonging to the Civil Service, Polics, 
Craigengower, and Football Clubs have been 
levelled to the ground, as also tha grand stand, 
and,the new pavilion of the Golf Club ig prao- 
tically in ruins. Great havoo'has been wrought 
in the Cemeteries, Tomb stones have been 
blown down; flowers and shrnbs and wreaths 
have been washed away, and great destruction 
has been wrought. 

Speaking generally, there is scarcely a pro- 
perly in the city that will not :need some repair, 
Jalousies have been wrenched from the walls, 
windows or parts of them have been smashed, 
tiles have been torn from the| roofs, and walls 
have been stripped’ of emg The buildings 
opposite the Supreme Court have been made to 
look like a ruin; a large portionjof the scaffolding 
at the Law Courts has disappeared, the same 
description applies to the New, Post Office; and 
not a few military and other matsheds jhava 
gone down. 

The destruction among trees has been re- 
markable. Even in Queen's Road numbers |were 
unrooted or denuded of their (branches, aud in 
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thoroughfares higher up this was 
: i Garden Road, 


even more noticeable, 

Lower Albert Road and other roads in the 
vicinity were blocked with fallen trees, and 
Wyndham Street was a mass of debris from 
fallen tiles and plaster, while branches of trees 
and fallen wires made the thoroughfare 
practically impassable, Telephone wires were 
down all over the oity-and it will take some 
time to repair the damage. It is caloulated 
that 390 wires have been broken in Victoria 
and about 70 or 8) in Kowloon. 

In conseqasnce of the general destruction 
the Publio Work Department and Sanitary 
Board staffs are working late and early, bat 
even with their redoubled energies and 
increased staffs, it will take a week at least to 
clear the streets of the city, which are every- 
where strewn with blinds, bamboos, tiles, 
brioks, and other wreckage, 

Not a few streep lamps were damaged, and 
last night the puncipal streeta were in darkness 
as the electric wires had been affeosed. 

AT THE PEAK. 

The majority of houses at the Poak have 
suffered to some extent, bat we have heard of no 
serious collapse or extensive damage. A good 
deal of glass has baen broken, covered verandahs 
and windows &o,, have been blown in, a fow out- 
houses have collapsed and many roots are badly 
leaking. It is surprising that the damage is 
not greater. The wind blew in such terrifio 
gusta that it seemed to those within that mer- 
bricks and mortar could not possibly withatand 
the hammering the houses received. It wasa 
trying experience for the occupants, few of whom 
could have had the courage to sleep before four 
o'clock. 

At Mountain Lodge, the summer residence of 
of H.E. the Governor, part of the roof was 
blown off and considerable damage was done to 
the stable in the rear, At Mr, Scase Haghes’ 
house ‘‘ Merion,” Mount Austin, the wind 
blew down adoor in the basement and nearly 
succeeded in lifting out the floor of the room 
above, 

Before the Peak trams could run the line had 
to be cleared of severat tree trunks below the 
Bowen Road level and the first cara began to 
ruo about eight o'clock, 

The damage done to trees and shrubs on the 
Hill is extensive. Several of the fine old trees 
near the lower Peak tram station and in the 
Cathedral compound were broken off near the 
roots by the wind, The road to Headquarter 
House was blocked completely by fallen trees, 


ALONG THE WATERFRONT, 


The Star Ferry wharf was destroyed, and 
esterday the Kowloon ferries made use of Blake 
Pier. This pier was also seriously damaged, 
the iron stanchions aud supports which held up 
the matshed covering being carried away, 
while in the vioinity of the pier floated 
unmanned junks and lighters. The dama- 
ged piers and floating wreckage between 
Pudder Street and the Harbour office 
bore witness to the force and fury of the gale. 
The Harbour Office, fortunately, withs all 
the blasts of the typhoon, the only damage done 
there being the breaking of a few windows 
The upper storeys of this office, however, afford- 
eda spientid point of vantage to witness the 
gale, and from one of these windows Mr, A. E. 
Davey, boarding officer, witnessed the storm at 
its height. @ saw junk after F born being 
helplessly washed into the Praya, and noted that 
as each vessel made a last bound on to the re-" 
taining wall the crews made a leap for the shore, 
and generally succeeded in landing. It is esti- 
mated that twenty junka foundered between the 
Harbour Office and West Point, The oon- 
servanoy contractor has been again unfortunate 
in losing all his junks, 

The east end of the oity has also its tale of 
damage and disaster. The breast wall at 
Arsenal Street has been nearly washed awayi 
and fourteen cargo boats and sam 
whoa venturesome owners should have been 
within, the refuge at Causeway Bay, were 
smashed on the Praya wall. A number 
jot, police {fand civiliang were present when 
the. ocourrente took place, and through 
their combined efforts fifty of the orew of this . 
mosquito fleet were saved. AG the Tung Ta 
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deck as though it had been so much imatohwood.' 
Her enormous spars were split like pine, her 
davits had enapped like cast iron and ber life- 
boat on the starboard quarter wad smashed 
pieces. In fact, the whole after part of th 
ahip was complete ohaog, and the skipper and 
his crew had not escaped in this ‘tumbling o 
their house about their oars.” When th 
lanoch ran alongside the “Juteopdlis” yester 
day the doctor's flag was flying, and 
dostor had just gone aboard to attend to th 
captain who had received two broken ribs, and 
to several of the crew who received mino 
ingaries. 

Hard behind the sailer floated a large an 
helpless jank. Her masts had been carri 
away and her deck was strewn wil 
wreckage, but she had been successful in 
weathering the storm. Without boats, hoa ever, 
the crews’ wants couldnot be met. After the 
trying time through which they had passed 
they were without water,’ but Commander 
Taylor came to the resous. Realising their 
want heran the harbour launch alongside, and 
it was with many expressions of gratitude that 
the crew accepted the much needéd fluid. To 
the rear of this junk again was Another, but 
ahe was a total wreok, only her masts showing 
above water. To the: wast ofthe harbour 
lay the os. “Amara” with her port qaar- 
ter considerably damaged. She had dragged 
her anchors and fouled a Norwegian steamer, 
the “Standard.” Looked together these two 
vessels fouled the “ Barrow,” which was dis- 
charging oil at West Point, and the three in 
close quarters proceeded to drift seaward. 
Their course, however, was blocked by 4 
quantity of wreckage, but the vessels kept 
together until after the blow and then returned 
to their anchorages. 

Besides the ships enumerated, others have 

een driven ashore and more or less seriously 
damaged, The French river steamer * Charles 
Hardouin” is ashore on Hunghom Point, the 
“ Aolis” ig ashore off Yaumeti, the “ Hoiching” 
and the ferry “ Morning Star” lie on the beach 
at Laichikok and the “Persia” lies on the 
beach in Kowloon Bay. At Mongkoktsui the 
“Signal,” the‘ Shaoshing” and the P. & O. Co's 
ateam launoh “ Jeanette’ are on the rocks. At 
the wharf beyond the Wing Lok Street wharf 
the river steamer “ Sun On" foundered and was 
amashed to pieces. Allthat was showing of her 
after the storm yesterday was the funnel and a 
lifebuoy. It is very gratifying, however, to 
learn that all the crew escaped. ‘The Hongkong. 
Canton and Macao Company's 838. ‘‘ Sui An” 
was lying at her wharf just before the 
typhoon, but while there was time the 
captain decided to push off behind 
Stonecatters toa safe anchorage. He was there 
in good time, and the ship rode the gale through, 
but the period of the storm was an anxions time 
for those on board, as a ship which was firing 
rooketa rode close in the rear of the ‘ Sui An," 
and thoseon board were afraid that she might 
drift on to her, 

The Douglas stsamer “ Haitao’’ was at her 
usual moorings until about half-past cleven, 
when Captain Roach deemed it prudent to 
make for shelter in Kowloon Bay. It was no 
eary matter to get there against the wind 
and in @ blinding rainstorm, bat the steamer 
reached the Bay without mishap and safely rode 
out the storm. The lowest reading on tae 
“ Haitan” was 293. 

The “ Hygeia” also paseed through a trying 
experience. The roofs were blown away, and 
the only patient, a Baropean lddy, and Sister 
Gourlay momentarily expected the worst to 
happen, as the vessel was dragging her anchor. 
However assistance arrived and the pitient was 
transferred to the Government Civil Hospital. 

The South African coolie ship ‘ Cranley” 
collided with a German steamer, name ua- 
known, during the height of the storm and 
was 80 badly damaged, that it was found neces- 
sary to dock: her. Thirty-aix new plates are 
necessary to make her agafa seaworthy. The 
“Katherine Park” dragged hér cables across 
Kowloon Bay, and nodoubt would have stranded 
but for fouling the telegraph cables. Her 
anchors got éntangled with the cables sud heid 
perfect mass of debris, and only by an inspection | her until the storm had ceased, The torpedo 
of her can one realise what must have been the boat destroyer “Whiting” is ashore st 
foroe of the wind in this latest blow. Her | Lyemoon, bat it is expected that she will be 
massive iron mizzen mast was doubled up like a safely refloated. At Kowloon Docks eleven 
piece of wire, gnd it had snapped off close tothe launches and three or four janks have 


Tseung Kee Shipbuilding yard a small steamer 
in course of construdtion was washed against 
the Praya wall and badly damaged. It was lifted 
bodily on to the Prays, but carried back into 
the water by the waves. in addition to 
these catastrophes two lighters stranded at Kast 
Point, and ten large juoks were smashed up 
between Ship Street and Jardine’s Sugar 
Works, ‘T'o escape the full force of the gale 
Police Sergeant Boole entered the Naval Yard 
camber with the No. 1 police launch. The 
camber was well filled with launches, but the 
shelter was not sufficient, in consequence of 
which much damage was done. As he was 
taking his Isunch into this baven a heavy 
lurch to port sent the sergeant and his orew 
overboard, and they had to swim for their livés. 
Happily, they all succeeded in landing safely. 
Only two bodies have been so far recovered, 
but the sea has not yet given up its dead, 
and it is anticipated that the total death roll 
will not fall far short of 1,000 persons. 


ON THE HARBOUR. 

Through the courtesy of the Hon. Com- 
mander Basil Taylor, R.N., Harbour Master, a 
representative of the Darly Press was allowed 
to tour the harbour with him in the steam 
launch “ Daisy.” Starting from the Harbour 
Office the first object to attract attention was 
one of Measrs. Batterfield and Swire’s lighters 
which had been Jifted bodily on to the Hong- 
kong, Canton and Macao wharf, causing consi- 
derable damage to the base of the wharf and 
completely destroying the shed thereon. The 
bimboo wharf utilised by the Harbour depart- 
ment had been completely washed away, and 
floating in the harbour near it was acapsized juok 
which the Harbour Master had to give ins- 
tructions to have removed. As the launch pro- 
ceeded through the harbour numerous quan- 
tities of wreckage were passed amongst which 
floated hats and other wearing apparel in- 
dicating probable loss of life. 

The first steamer visited was Messrs 

Jardine, Mathe-son and Co.'s s,s. “ Lai Sang,” 
which displayed considerable damage on 
her port bow and quarter. According 
to the story told by the master, Captain 
BE, J. Tadd, she parted her moorings from 
No. 3 buoy and dragged. When drifting 
on to the Hongkong shore be managed 
to clear, and mancenvred her out into mid 
stream. Then she came into collision with 
gome unknown ship, the weather being too 
hazy to discern anything. After this further 
maneuvring was useless, and the anchors were 
let go. But the loss of 125 fathoms of chain 
and an anchor left the vesee) incapable, and she 
drifted acrosa to Stonecutters and was washed 
high and dry cna candy beach. So close was she 
washed to the shore, in fact, that it was only 
necessary to pass a rope ladder over the sideto 
enable the crew toland. The ‘Lai Sang” was 
towed safely off yesterday, and is making very. 
little water. Proceeding slong the shore of 
Etonecutters, mumerous wrecked jnnks and 
other native craft were seen high and dry on 
the beach, and masts of sunken vessels showed 
above the water line. Then the order was 
given te run alongside the s.8. “ Pocahontas ” 
which lay aground fore and aft at 
Stoneoutters, with little hope of getting off 
before the next high tide. Her bow was 
stove in and considerably bent, and her mate's 
reply as to how they got there was that “A 
Jardine boat had gone on tap of them.” 
Casting off from the ‘ Pocahontas” and look- 
ing towards Chung Hne Isladd, we saw hard 
and fast upon the beach the steamer “ Scbuil- 
kill,” one of the Standard Oil Co's fleet. Ag 
we watched, two tugs took her in tow and 
succeeded in getting her off, but it was 
observed that she was leaking badly, and ag she 
waa towed into the stream her main pumps 
had to be kept hard at it. 

Then the large four-masted barque “ Jateo- 
eo ” attraeted attention, In the distance she 
cooked one of the most forlorn craft on the 
water, and a nearer inspection of her proved 
that she had been the greatest sufferer dfring 
the typhoon. The after part of the ship. was 8 
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foundered, and numerous lighters belonging 
to the Cement Works have also gone to the 
bottom. ; 

Considerable anxiety is felt as to the fate of 
No. 3 police launch, It was to have left Taipo 
at @ o'clock on Monday night but bas not 
been heard ofgince. Telephonic communication 
with Taipo has been interrupted, and it is 
possible the launch may have sought 
shelter there, The launch was ia charge 
of Sergt. Boulger, who had with him P, C. 
O’Connor and {4 Chinese. Yesterday aftor- 
noon Inspector Langley went oat to search for 
the missing launob, but had to retarn without 
having learned anything regarding it, Sergt. 
Boulger, it will be remembered, rode out the 
last typhoon. 

Captain Eagleton of the 4.. “ Bisley,” 
which vessel arrived in port yesterday after a 
stormy voyage, brought, ine survivors from 
a junk which foundered close to the Ladrone 
Islands, There were seven men and two 
women. 


AT KOWLOON. > 

Kowloon did not fare so badly yesterday 
as in the typhoon of 1906, and the damage on 
land, though considerable, is not so extensive 
as on the memorable 18th September. The 
Godown Company had two godowns collapse, 
and the Admiralty matsheds were demolished 
bat the most serious occurrence was the destruo- 
tion of the married quarters of the 105th 
Mabrattas on Gun Club Hill. Fortunately no 
one waa injured. The roof of the military 
married quarters in Austin Road was also 
damaged, and the Water Police Station 
had a similar experience. A landalip 
ccourred in Middle Road, the earth falling 
fram Signal Hill, while the _ police pier 
was wrecked. A matshed at Blackhead’s 
Point was blown down, and most of the roads 
wera temporarily blocked by fallen trees and 
telephone wires. Last night the Electric Com- 
pany was unable to supply Kowloon with 
alectrio light. 

Two godowns sunk ontside the police cam- 
ber with valuable cargoes of tea. 

Eight houses in Fak Sing Lane and three 
in Portland Street, Yaumati, collapsed daring 
the storm, burying a large namber of the in- 
mates. The police rescued aboat 20, but it is 
believed that ag many more have lost their 
lives. 

Several houses have shared the same fate in 
Kowloon City, buat no cagualties have bea 
reported, : 

‘The pile drivers engaged on the oil works at 
Laiohikok broke from their mooriags and were 
washed high and dry on the beach. 


AT THE RAILWAY WORKS. 

All the bungalows at the north face railway 
works, Shatin, with the exception of Assistant 
Engineer Valpy and Tunnel Superintendent 
Wailte's, have been demolished, also the coolia 
quarters, the engine sheda, the blackemith’s 
shed and the hospital. After this general 
collapse, which resulted in the death of one 
coolie and the injary of three, nearly all the 
employees at the north face of the railway bad 
to ratarn to Kowloon or Hongkong. 

At Hanghom the trucks have beea overtarnad 
and in some instances are lying on the top of 
groanded junks. 


THE “YINGKING’ FOUNDERED. 


GBBAT LOS3 OF LIFE. 


There can ba little doubt that the Canton 
river steamer “ Yiagking” has sank with her 
three handred passengers and crew. ‘I'he brief 
information to hand was brought oy the Hong- 
kong Canton and Macao steamer “ eungshan 
yesterday afternoon, This steamer was signalled 
yesterday by a Customa cruiser at Pillar Poiat, 
and informed that only twelve out of the 300 
persons on the “ Yingking” had been rescued. 
The survivors the castoms boat is bringing to 
Hongkong. 

At Pillar Point the “ Yingking” had beea 
lying alongside the ss. “ Fatshan,” bat must. 
have drifted, as the latter vessel missed her 
in the storm. Grave doubts. are entertained 
as to the safoty of the European passengers 


— FT 


. * 


August 3, 1908.) 


a cg ste i 
and crew, as it is considered that they wonld | calling him from the orown of ah 


have come on to Hongkong had they been 
among the survivors on the Customs cruicer, 


GALLANT BLUFJACKETS. 

Prominent among the many brave actions 
which are always {performed in the hour of 
danger was the feat of a crew from H. M. 8. 
“ Astraea.” Before the storm had gained its 
fall strength the men on board the cruiser 
noticed a junk in distress, and with the 
characteristic readiness of “‘sons of the sea” a 
cutter containing twelve rowers and a ateers- 
man wes promptly lowered. A hard pull of 
twenty minutes followed before the sailors ran 
alcngside the junk. From it they took six oo- 
cupants, and the cutter’s bow was turned shore- 
ward, But the {ask was a difficult one, and a 
hard and continuous pull of three-quarters of 
an hour was nece to take them in to the 
Praya wall. As they approached Douglas 
Pier a rope waa throWn them, and rescued and 
rescuers were hauled safely ashore—all with 
the exception of a small Chicese boy who lay 
senseless at the bottom of the boat. When the 
lad was missed a bluejacket returned to the 
cutter and rescued him, and had scarcely been 
safely landed again when the outter sank, 


PERSONAL ACCIDENTS. 

In addition to the accident which befel Mr. 
Hunt at Kingsclere, there are several instances 
of injuriss to people duriug the storm. Mr: F. 
Wills, chief engineer of the e.e, “ Barra,” fell off 
a wharf at Kennedytown and received injuries 
to his back. He was taken to the Government 
Civil Hospital, One of the firemen proceeding 
to Kingsclere hada narrow escape. A branch 
of a tree fell on his head but fortunately his 
helmet saved him from serious idjury P. 8, 
Clark was injured by a falling door and P. 9, 
Devney hurt his hand and foot by falling. 


BUMMARY. \. 
Vessels lost or damaged :— 
Twelve steamers ashore or damaged. 
One sailing ship seriously damaged. 
Twenty launches sunk or damaged. 
British torpedo boat ‘“ Whiting" ashore. 
One water boat sunk, 
One Chinese river patrol boat ashore. 
Morning Star Ferry Boat ashore. 
Eleven lighters sunk or damaged. 
Thirty cargo boats sunk or damaged. 
About 100 junks destroyed. 
Drowned—About 1000. 
Houses collapsed—A bout 2). 
Most of the wharves damaged. 


(SECOND DAYS REPORTS. 


HOW THE “YINGKING" 
WENT DOWN. 


“There’s nothing to tell,” Chief Officer 
Fergusson of the ss. ‘“Yingking” told our 
reporter at the Sailors’ Home yesterday when 
questioned about the wreck. But there was. 
And the officer who hed passed through suoh a 


~"trying time with the passengers and crew on 


the “Yingking” reluctantly told his story, 
praising his shipmates for the splendid courage 
they exhibited, but saying nothing about his own 
On ‘Tuesday morning while on the way to 
Hongkong,” said Mr. Fergusson, “we noticed 
that the glass was falling all the time, and at the 
Jast reading it stood at 28:85. We were then 
between Pillar Point and Castle Peak, where 
we dropped anchor, and could see that the 
steamers ‘‘ Kwang Sai” and “ Fatshan” were at 
anchor in the vicinity. The gale increased, and 
& very heavy sea was running. In faot, it was 
the force of the seas which brought about the 
wreck of our ship. They battered in her 
sides, and, pouring over her, put ont the 
engine room fires, so that we were unable 
to keep her head to the wind. To the last 
moment the crew did their duty willingly, and 
then it was every man for himself, It was 
impossible to lower the boats in such a storm, 
but,lifebelts were supplied to all on boaid. It 
was not long beforp the ship went under in ten 
fathoms of water, and then those on board 
parted company.” After battliog for two hours 
in the seas Mr. Fergusson was washed up on the 
rooks in an almost exhausted state. He sat for 
a time on the beach, and presently heard voices 
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Lookin 
up, be saw several Chinese beckoning him, an 
proceeded to olimb the hillside! When he 
reached them they took him to another part of 
the mainland, and it was there He found the 
survivors of the wreck, 42 out of d total of 443. 
He and his comrades in distress were afterwards 
pisked up by a Customs cruiser and brought to 

ongkong. As |before stated, Mt. Fergusson 
speaks in the highest terms of the conduct of 
the ship’s crew in the hour of danger, and also 
says that there was not the slightest panic 
among the passengers. : 

CAPTAIN AND CHIEF ENGINEER! saFs. 

News has been wired from the police station 
at Santin stating that Captain Page, the 
skipper of the “ Yingking,” has arrived there 
safely, and that he is coming on to Hongkong. 

On inquiry last night at thd office of the 
owners of the “ Yingking” we learned that the 
Chief Engineer, Mr. Fotheringham had been 
taken off Custle Peak by a launch sent in 
search of Captain Page. The launch had 
been to Lintan Island whence, a wire had 
come reporting that the Captain was at 
the police station there. The coxswain, 
however, did not call at the poliod station, bul 
returned to Hongkong after touring the shore. 
Mr Fotheringbam, who was in an exhausted 
condition, with badly bruised and swollen legs, 
was removed to hospital. 

A EUROPHAN BODY RECOVERED. 

The body of a European was picked up by 
the Tung Wa Hospital launch and brought to 
Hongkong. The body has been identified by 
the Chief Officer as that of Mr. Newmann 
who was formerly Chief Officer of the ill-fated 
steamer ‘“‘ Yingking" but had been up the 
river on a health trip and was coming down 
from Canton as a passenger. 


—_ 


THE DAMAGE LN THE HARBOUR. 


OFrICIAL PRHLIMINARY BEPORT. 

TbLe Harbour Master (the Hon. Commander 
Basil ‘l'aylor, R.N.) makes the following 
preliminary report :— 

Causi way Bay AND Wanouar:— 

1 steam waterboat. 

2 European lighters sunk, no loss of life. 

5 native cargo boats. 

See Front, Vicroria. 
1 European lighter sunk ff Blake Pier. 
5 European lighters damaged at Canton 
Steamboat Pier. : 

2 Eurcpean lighters sunk at Canton Steam. 

boat Pier. 

1 Enropean lighter sunk in front of Harbour 

ee. . 
Chiness river steamer 
alongside her wharf. 
15 native cargo boaty, 5 junks and about 10 
sampans sunk, 

13 men reported missing to date. 

Temporary bamboo wharf in front of Tele- 

graph Office wrecked. 

Matsheds on Queen’s Statue and Blake Piers 


“Sun On” sank 


destroyed, 

Canton and Macao -teamboat Pier damaged 
at sbore by lighters «ter iron shed 
destroyed, \ 


Slight damage to several wooden piers. 
Standard Oil Co's wharf seriously damaged 
at shore end. 
STONECUTTERS’ ISLAND ; - 
1 steam launch, the “Lee Ka” badly ashore. 
1 European lighter ashore; no loss of life. 
1 motor boat sunk at moorings, 


8 junks sunk and damaged; 4 persons re- | 


porled-missin g. 

2 British steamers, “ Lai Sabg” and Poca- 
hontas” ashore. No loss of life. ‘“ Lai 
Sang” towed off on morning of 28th. 

Cuune Hus:— ; 

British ss. “ Sobuylkils ” badly ashore; towed 

off in morning of 28th. No loss of life, 
CaPsuIMUN :— 

U.S. 8.8. “Aglus” dragged from Yau mati, 
fouled British s.s.‘‘Taiwan:’and “ Linan,” 
crew deserlingtand climbing on board those 
veesels, Cleared and drifted to Capsuimun 
where she grounded on |N.E. point of 
Lantao Island. No loss ofilife. 


LAICHIKOK :— 


| One new stermer (unmanned) ashore on mud, 


apparen'ly undamaged. 


1 steam launéh “ Kwong Hoil” ashore on mud. 


1 ferry, “Morning Star,” badly ashore on rocks, 

1 Euro lighter ashore. 

14 Native cargo boats and jaunks sunk and 
dismasted. : 

Monexox :— 

Ah King’s pile driver boat lost and two men 
missing. . 

P. and O. launch “ Jeanette,” riggs on 
rooks in front of Arnhold, berg & 
Co’s premises. 

3 Launches ashore on mud at head Yaumati 


Bay. 
1 lcwnnehk: “Shun Lee,” sunk at wharf. 
2 Native cargo boats damaged. No loss of life. 
YAUMATI ; — ‘esis 

1 Chinese river steamer, “Ta ,” damaged. 

1 Steam launch “ Tow,” sunk at Naval cosling 
wharf, 

2 European lighters damaged 

2 Junks sunk, with masts 
water, No Joas of life. 

Kow.oon WHARE :— 

2 Lighters and 1 junk sunk; 4 persons 
reported missing. 

Sua Front, KOWLOON :—= 

3 bamboo piers destroyed. 

4 steam launches ashore and 1 steam lannch 
sunk in Hunghom Bay, 

3 cargo boats damaged. No loss of life. 

Kowioon Docs :— 

2 steam launches and 3 lighters sunk. No 

loss of life, 
Kowioon Bay:— 

British s.s. ‘ Persia ” ashore, 

1 Bteam launch * Iiha de Coloane”’ ashore. 

3 Huropean lighters and 4 janks sunk, No 
loss of life’ 

LYBEMUN :— 

H.M.8. “ Whiting ” ashore, 

1 junk sunk, 

Castte Prax Bar: 

British river aieamer “ Yingking” sank ; 
master, chief engineer and 401 crew and 
passengers reported missing; mate and 42 
passengers and crew saved, 

1 coal boat sunk, with 10 persons missing, 

LaMa IsLanD :— 

2 fishing janks and one unlicensed junk 
sunk ; 15 persons missing, 

Lantao [stand :— 

3 jaunks suok with 3 persona missing. 

4 junks damaged. 

MIRs Yi 

No. 3 police launoh sunk. 

OTHER DAMAGE TO VHSSRL3 IN MARBOUR. 

‘‘Amara” British steamer. Dragged and 
lost port anchor and chain; fouled steam- 
ships ‘“ Standard’ and “ Barra’ damaging 
both. 

“Barra” British steamer. Damaged by 
“ Amara.’ Lost one man overboard. 

“Katherine Park,’ British steamer, Drag- 
ged in Kowloon Bay, brought up in Tele- 
graph cable ground. fF'ouled osbles and 
dragged shore ends out of cable batt, No 
damage to ship. 

“Cranley,” British steamer. Fouled by s.s, 
“Vandalia’’ and badly damaged. 23 plates 
to be renewed. 

“Jutleopolis,” British four-masted barqae. 
Miszen and jigger masts went by the board, 
doing considerable deck damage. 

‘‘Linan,” British steamer. Fouled and dam- 
aged by ‘* Avolns.” 

“Standard,” Norwegian steamer. Fouled by 
“ Amare,” very little damage. 


“showing above 


“Taiwan,” British steamer. Fouled and 
damaged by ‘ Adolus,” 
‘Vandalis,” U.8. steamer. Fouled “ Cran- 
ley,’ and sustained slight damage. 
SUMMARY. 
Man-of-war ashore sii mais, der) tea “aves 1 
Ocean steamers ashore 4, 1. te tee ee 
do. vessels damaged sity Age Hew ey 18 
River steamers sunk 44. eevee ee 
do, ashore... sss see ene tee tee ae 
do. damaged ool one eee eee oes vee 5 
Steam launches sunk ..,0 44. see eee we 7 
Steam launches ashore... 1.0 1. see vee OT 
do, damaged ... se soe ee tos nee 
European lighterssunk 4, ase eee aes - 10 
do, AShorecee se see tee tee nee wee 
do, damaged eat aae tee eee eee oon q 
Junks, cargo boats, sampans etc, stnk ... 75 
oO ashore soo tee Try eT) yy TY ed 
do. "damaged... se este tee nee 0G 
Persons reported missing—in harbour ... 21 
do. 7 —outside ear eae 433 
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DAMAGE TO GOVERNMENT PROPERTY, THE “KINSHAN”’, | 
Hagsour OFFIcEs :— The ig) duuret pepsin and Mécao steamer 
A few panes of glass broken, Bamboo wharf | “ Kinshan” arrived'at Canton at dight o'clock 
estroyed, on Tuesday morning, having ; ridden the 
Stain LAUNCHES :— typhoon through in Castle Peak Bay. On 
“ Stanley” badly strained by s.r. “ Honan” | arrival there the crew found that the Company’s 
colliding with her. wharf and matshed had been cartied away b 

“ Victoria.’ damige to stern through collision | the storm. There was an exceédingly hig 
tide, the streets of the city werd flooded and 
wrecks on the river were nameronus. Passengers 
by the ‘“ Kinshan ” had to wait until one in the 
afternoon before they could get chair coolies to 

carry them ashore. 
THE “TAI ON”. | 

The West River steamer “Tai On” left 
Kongmoon at eight o’coleok on Monday evening, 
and was overtaken by the typhooh on Tuesday 
afternoon in the Sailan Channeli Tho vessel 
steamed eticcessfully against the gale, escaping 
with the loss of a little covering. The captain 
reports having seen the se. ‘ Tak Hing” near 
Swashway Light. She was hard and fast on 
the beach. There was much wreckage on the 
West River and the “Tai On'': passed three 
sunken launches and upwards df a hundred 


by another launch. 

“ Daisy,” damige to rail and awning, spars 
and stanchions, due to other craft colliding 
with her, 

“No. 2 C,” hired in lieu of “ Lily,” under 
repair, Damage to rail and awnings, 
stanchions eto., collision by other oraft. 

“ Siby,” cansiderable damage to deck fittings 
and rails. 

LIGHTHOT 8B8 :— 
Cape Colinsén, considerable damage to quar- 


tars. 

Gap Rock and Waglan report by passing 
steamers all correct so far as lights are 
concerned. Apparently some damage to 
quarters etc. 

Capsuimun, roof badly damaged. 


Governmont Gunpowder Depot. Damage | janks. 
to roof, ete. ; H.M 8. “ WHITING" 
Signal Station, Blackhead’s Hill. Damage| The torpedo boat destroyer “ Whiting” has 


to roof etc. 

South Fairway buoy fouled by something. 
Buoy dragged 300 feet to west. Camp 
guard bentand light extinguished. 

“ Hygeia.” Starboard side roof demolished. 


been more seriously damaged thgu was at first 
supposed, one of her sides being completely 
opened. Her anchors were ont, and although 
she was steaming at eleven knots an hour 
against the hurricane, she was unable to with- 
stand if, 
GALLANT RESCURS BY THH LiUNCH 
“VACUUM.” 

Whilst riding out the storm off Stonecutters 
on Monday night, under steam and anchor, 
the coxswain and orew of thé steam launch 
“ Vacuum ” rescued from a watery grave no less 
than 28 Chinese from the sunken lighters of 
the Kowloon Wharf and Godown Company, as 
they floated past clinging to wreckage, planks 
etc. The crews of two other latinches anchored 
close by, were called upon in vain by the 
“Vacuum” men to come to their decks and 
stand by to help, and also to avoid damage by 
collision. They preferred the safety of the 
cabins, and refused to face the gale above. 

The ‘ Vacuum " launch sustained some slight 


EXPERIENCES OF THE RIVER 
STEAMERS. 


THE “SAN CHEUNG.” 


The river steamer “San Cheung,” which is 
oommanded by Captain MoGinty, left Hongkong 
for Canton at nine o'clock on Monday night, 
She had an easy passage until about 11.30 
when nearly abreast of Tai Shek. Then 
the weather began to freshen and the gale 
gradually grew in force, culminating in a 
hurricane between 4.°0 and 5 o'clock on the 
following morning when the vessel was between 
Tiger Island and the Chain Rock Light. At 
4.30 the reading of the barometer was 29.34, 
while at five o'clock it stood at 3936. It was 
at the latter hour that the typhoon reached its 
height, the wind then blowing with hurricane 
force while great green seas lashed over the 
“Sau Cheung” and torsed her about in the 
water like acork, But ber intrepid skipper was 
not taken unawares on (his occasion. He had 
had ample warning, and when the storm burst 
on the compact little steamer she was all 
ship shape. Her bow faced the wind and 
she was driven into the gale at full speed ahead, 
“ The ship behaved splendidly ” was the remark 
of Captain McGinty yesterday, and this opinion 
was endorsed by his chief officer, but neither 
appeared to be over pleased with the behaviour 
of the Chinese crew during the storm; at least, 
they had no good word to say on their behalf. 
During the force of the typhoon part of the ' 
ship’s rail was carried away, and a few doors The Colony is recovering from the effeot of 
were stove in, but the fact that they were pre-! the terrible visitation on Tuesday morning. 
pared for the onslaught of the elements save, | Damaged buildings are being shored up, weak- 
further damage to the ship. For her safely, | ened roofs are being propped up, débria is being 
however, and for the safety of the passengers | cleared away and the thorouglfares are return- 
and crew, it was found necessary to jettison a / ing to their usual appearance, 
peat dias cargo. About 1,500 bags of flour The police, as well as the sanitary and public 
and 60 bags of sugar went by the board. After} works staffs, have had a busy,lime, Ino rescue 
ah anxious and exciting voyage the “San | work on the Praya they played a noble part, and 
Cheung” at length arrived safely at Canton, ! the reporta coming to hand redound greatly to 
and returned to this port without further mis- | their oredit. No fewer than:50 persons were 
bap. A survey of her, however, proved that | saved from wreoked junks between Ship street 
she had been strained, and it is now considered | and East Point, and other resches were effected 
advisable to place her in dook. along the water front. Their work at Kingsolere 

Speaking about the trip up the river to| is also worthy of mention. Unable to employ 
Canton Captain MoGinty stated that at many | implements, lest one stone forcibly dislodged 
points those on board‘could not see landon ac-| might bring down the unsupported walls, they 
count of the volume of water which overflowed | used their hands in removing! the debris which 
the paddy fields. The river was ten feet above its | covered the unfortunate Mr.} Hunt, and few 
ordinary height, and the floods were even | of those who took part in the work-are able 

ter than those which have earned so much | to use their fingers to-day, 
sympathy and assistance for the Cantonese of | The scavenging is proceeding apace, but so 
late. Far inland on the paddy fields tie masts | much has to be done that it will take several 
of junks were showing, while as Shameen, was | days yet to restore the city to A semblance of its 
approached, wrecked junks and flower boats were | former self. Roads which wers blocked are now 
to be seen on all parts of the river. As for the | rendered passable, and it is interesting to note 
city of Canton, he stated that the city has not | in this connection that it is|an ill wind that 
presented such a wrecked appearance for up-]| blows nobody good. The rer Chinese are 
wards of thirty years. msking the most of their opportunities and have 


all very exbausted after their night's experience. ' 
MORE SURVIVORS. 

As the ss. “Wing Sang” was passing 
Capsuimup, inward bound, yesterday, she 
rescued three men froma junk. They stated 
that ten others of their crew were missing. 
Another native crawled ashore al Green Island 
in an exhausted condition, an informed the 
lighthouse staff that he was the sole survivor of 
@ jank’s crew of eighteen. 

POLICE LAUNCH SAFE. 

The police lauach No. 8, about which anxiety 
was felt, is safe. She returned to Wide Cove 
before the storm came on, and rode it out safely. 


CLEARING |THE DEBRIS. 
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collected an abundance of cheap frewood. 
Efforts are being made to remedy the damage 
done to telephone wires, and the Blectric 
Lighting Company is doing its beat to restore 
an installation for their consamers. 

That the death roll has not been exaggerated 
is confirmed by the sports which have come in 
from the outlying districte, Kowloon City 
suffered from the fury of the elements, Matah 
were demolished, a matshed theatre just erected 
was raged to the.ground and the Police Station 
buildings showed damaged roofs and verandahs, 
The wooden jetty -was smashed and three janks 
were dashed to pieces, while a number of others 
were driven ashore. Several casualties were re- 
ported. The most serious event at Yaumati was 
the collapse of a number of houses. Twenty-three 
dead ies have been recovered, and ten are 
still missing. Similar collapses took place at 
Shaukiwan, but there the inmates have escaped 
with their lives. Bix injitred people were taken 
to hospital. On the ialand of Cheung Chaa 
four houses erected by the Baptist misson of 
Canton were demolished, and other missionaries 
from Canton had their houses levelled. Five 
fishing junks belonging to the island were 
wrecked, and similar loases are reported from the | 
neighbouring island of Jintin, Aberdeen 
reports a number of junks driven ashore or lost, 
and the brick works at Deep Water Bay were 
damaged, one coolie being killed and five injured. 
At Causeway Bay the galvanised goiow.s,were 
destroyed. 


SYMPATHY FROM SIR MATTHEW 
NATHAN. 


A telegram has been received by His 
Excellency the Governor from Sir Matthew 
Nathan stating that he has heard with regret 
of the typhoon and asking that an expression of 
his sympathy be conveyed to sufferers This 
message, we are sure, will be much appreciated. 


ANOTHER TYPHOON 


A wire sant from the Manila Observatory at 
3.55 yesterday afternoon to the American 
Consulate, reported that a Cyclone or typhoon 
was east of southern Luzon, but that the 


damage to stem, stern and rails; the crew Were : direction it was taking was aoknowa. 


THE TYPHOON IN CANTON. 


(FRCM OUR CORRESPONDENT.) 


Joly 28th. 

Canton was visited this morning by one of 
the severest typboons experienced here within 
(he last 30 years. 

After a lull in the evening which lasted till 
about 2 o’olock this morning, the wind sprang up 
from the north and by six o'clock it was evident 
that the typhoon signalled from Hongkong 
yesterday was well on its way to pay usa visit. 

Most of the sampans had made for shelter, and 
barring the mon-of-war in the harbour and two 
or three steamers the smaller oraft had entirely 
disappeared, 

By 7 the fall force of the gale was blowing 
from E.8.E. Wreckage was floating about in 
all directions brought up by wind and tide, 
indicating that much damage had already been 
done lower down the river. 

Sampang, janks, and launches that had got 
adrift came to grief along the walls of the 
Shameen and for the most part sank in a fow 
moments, 

The three gunboats in harbour the 
“ Vigilante,” “Argus” (French) aad H.M.8. 
“Robin” broke away from their moorings 
and were driven towards the Bund. For s 
time it looked as if the three were doomed 
to break up, and but for the timely abatement 
in the storm and the strenuous efforts of their 
crews with the co-operation of a fow residents 
who had turned ont we would no doubt have 
had to chronicle their loss. 

The damages are slight, all things considered. 
The two French gunboats have had prt a 
plates above the water-line badly battered in, 
also losing a davit or two. The &M.8. 
Robin” has likewise suffered and had one or 
two of her compartments flooded. 

The loss of life on the river is considerable. 
At Tsi-sha-tao, where the flower boats sre 
moored over 1,000 persons sre reported to have 
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been drowned. That merry—making place 
where “ John Chinaman’ entertains his friends 
to big “chow chows” is a mass of wreckage. 
A dosen or more launches are sunk in the 
vicinity of the ocean steamers’ anchorage, and 
the French Wochow liner (Tung Kong) also 
sank in that neighbourhood, 24 passengers and 
several members of the crew going down 
in her. Captain Bazin was picked up by 
by the steamer “ Kwong Sang ’’ close by. 

The “ Kwong Fang” picked up 76 persons, 
Many resoues were effected by Sbameen 
residents. Over thirty women and children were 
ne up as they drifted by. Great praise is 

ne to the Captains, officers and men of the 
three men-of-war who while engaged in saving 
their own orafte all lent a helping hand when- 
ever a native waa found in distress, 

Shameen has suffered a good deal. Many 
large treea have been blown down, and the Bund 
by 10 a.m. presented a most pitiful aspect. The 
Hor gkong and Macao steamers arrived between 
10 and 12 a.m. having ridden out the storm at 
the entrance of the river. 


The Chung Ngoi San Po reports that the 
Joea of life in Canton is estimated at about 
1,000, and the number of launches, junks 
and small oraft at 500. In the oity a good deal 
of damage was done to house property. Several 
houses collapeed at Cheungshaw, and there was 
another big collapse at Suisaukii At Honam 
several people are reported to hava been killed 
by the fall of a large tree which destroyed a 
house in its fall. The branch hospital main- 
tained there by the Charitable Institutions 
collapsed, but the patients had been previously 
removed. Feveral people were killed at the 
Shengwan Temple where a wall was blown down. 
The walls enclosinj: the yamens suffered consi- 
derable dama The boat population were in 
distress and the Charitable Institution came to 
their relief with food. 

A report from Shaubirg near Wachow states 
that the typhoon reached there at 7 am; and 
destroyed about 80 per cent. of the boats. 


AT MACAO. 

The damage done by the Typhoon at Macao 
was inconsiderable. The wind about midnight 
blew with cyolonio force, but beyond damage to 
{reee, matsheds, and a few roofs there is nothing 
to record. The matsbeds of the Victoria and 
Alexandra cinematographs were levelled to 
the ground. News of the approach of a 
{yphoon was cabled to Macao at noon, and the 
fact that the Harbour Authorities hoisted no 
big fale Se Sor isasubjectof much comme: t 
A few fishing junks have come into port minus 
their masta. 


[THIRD DAYS REPORTS.] 


The typhoon is still the one great topic of 
conversation, and with the evidences of the 
terrible destruction still in view it is not 
Oe ae that this should be 20, There was 
little information to band yesterday, except 
from the outlying districts, but the reports 
that came in indicate that our estimate of 
@ death roll of 1,000 is not likely to be beyond 
the mark. This inoludes a larger number 
of Europeans than was at first thought, 
the loss of the “ Yingking” accounting for at 
least four. There seems little doubt now that 
Captain Page was not among the survivers, and 
besides Mr. Newman, whose body was brought 
to Hongkong on Wednesday, two passengers 


were drowned. One of theee is apparently Mr. |- 


E, Parts, who was in charge of the Stardard 
Oil Company’s installation at Canton. The 
work of salvage in the harbour is proceeding. 

His Excellency the Governor made a sympa- 
thetio reference to the disaster at yesterday's 
meeting of the Legislative Council. 


MORE ABOUT THE “YING KING.” 


The police report from Ping Shan states 
that at 2 am. on the 28th a written message 
was received from Mr. Fotheringham, engineer 
on the as. “ Ying King ” asking for assistance. 
Sergt. Baker and a of police went to 
Castla Peak farm and found Mr, Fothering- 
ham, one Indian watchman, and 30 Chinese, 


OHINA OVERLAND TRADE REPORT. 


passengers and crew. These} were apparently 
all the survivors of the “Ying King.’ The 
steamer capsized near Castle Peak and 
Captain Page and two European passengers 
from Canton, names unkhown, but sup- 
posed to be connected with the Imperial 
Marit'me Customs, and about 120 passengers, 
and 35 to 40 of the crew were report:d as 
missing. Mr. Fotheringham ‘was supplied with 
clothing, and Mr. Teo Pui Chik, assistant 
manager at Castle Peak ‘Farm, ministered 
to the necessitiea of the shipwrecked people. 
The beach is being searched for bodies. 

The Tung Wa Hospital launch has recovered 
about 200 bodies. ' 

CAPTAIN PAGR'S FATE. 

As no information has come to hand con. 

cerning Captain Page of ere “ Yingking”’ 


the worst is feared. The report of his being 
safe at Santin ia probably dud to a misaprehen- 
siov, Mr. Fotheringham, the chief engineer, 
who was picked up there! no doubt being 
mistaken for the captain. i 

THR FRRRY BB-FLOATED. 

The “Star” Ferry Company's ‘“ Morning 
Star” was floated cff yesterday morning, and 
has been slipped for repairs. . 

KINGSCLERH. ; 

We learn that the east wing at Kingsolere, 
the portion affected by the didaster, is quite safe, 
and that the damage to the;:property is not so 
great as was anticipated. 2 

Mr. Hunt, we are informéd, is progressing 
favourably. : 


THE SHIPPING. 


H.M.8. “ Whiting” is still on the rocks, 

The Portuguese steamer ‘Hoi Ching” was 
got off by the “David Gillies.” 

The P. and O. launch “Jeane(te” is still 
under water. : 

It is expected thab the “ Pochohantas” will 
be floated to-day. | 

The “Schuykill” did not require dooking and 
has left for Manila. : 


NEWS FROM THE DISTRICTS, 


y i 

Kowloon City.—Three bodies recovered from 
the barbour. Five junks wrecked. 

Cape d’Aguilar.—Five bodies found. 

Yaumati.— Twelve dead! bodies recovered 
from the fallen honses. Forty bodies in all. 

Cheung Chau.—Three jonks wrecked, 24 
missing. : 

Ping Shan.— Damage to police station build-, 
ing and wreck of “ Ying King’’ reported under 
another heading... i 

Shatin.—Police Station damaged. Indian 
constables are living in the bells. Great hard- 
ships, no cooking place. 

Ping Chau.—Tents blown down. 

Tai O.—Five junks wrecked and three of the 
crew drowned. : 

Taipo.—Nine junks, employed by railway, ! 
wrecked; and one fishing ‘junk. 
matsheds destroyed. | | 

San Tin.—Seventeen houses collapsed. No! 
lives lost. i | 

Au Tau.—Very little jdamage. Several | 
houses collapsed. | 

Shatan Kok.—Cargo boat wrecked aud two 
persons drowned, 

Aberdeoen.—Three junks/ in addition to the 
number already reported,|wrecked while at 
anchor in the harbour. wo of the orew 
missing. 


ANOTHER TYPHOO} 


SIGNALLED. 


The following telegram |was received at the 
American Consulate General last night at 9,29 
p.m. “Cyclone or typhoon East of Luzon, less 
than 3(O miles distant : moving N.W. or N.N. 
W. Cyclone or typhoon over N.E. China Sea, 


direction unknown. 


THE TYPHOON AT CANTON. 


Our correspondent wri 
suffered heavily. 

The damage done both by the wind and rain 
is heavy ard unprecedented| Over two hundred 
houses have oolla , in some cases with loss of 
life. The telephone, olsctric lighting and 
telegraph lines are down jin every street and 
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the regular service will take a few days to 
restore. The Electric Light Company with 
considerable energy have been able to make 
temporary repairs, and Shameen, in spite of the 
heavy damage done, waa lighted by electricity 
at about 9.30 p.m. on Wednesday night. 

Itis dangerous to move abont the oity just 
now as Walls that have been damaged are com- 
ing down now and then with a crash. 

A. pawnshop collapsed causing much damage. 
It is said that over 200,000 valuables were 
stored in it. 

The Government launches did good work in 
the early par of the storm rescuing boats that 
had got adrift and saving lives. 

The Government sent soldiers to give what 
assistance they could, and the Charitable In- 
stitutions distributed free rations of congee and 
bisouits to the homeless boat peeple. 

Mr, and Mrs. Christensen, of the Canton- 
Kowloon Railway, who were on their houseboat 
in a oreek near the Sha-Ho, had a thrilling 
experience and a narrow escape ; their houseboat 
was submerged and they remained in the water 
for nearly two hours before they were rescued. 
Mra. Christensen hai several very bad bruises 
on her face. Great sympathy is felt for Mr. 
and Mrs. Christensen, who lost everything they 
had on board, 

The three damsged gunboats have taken 
their usual moorings and will no doubt proceed 
shortly to Hongkong for repairs. 

The ss. “ Kiang Tung” which was reported 
to be lost, has arrived from Macao, 


Another correspondent writes :—' Shortly 
after the occurrence of the great flood which 
wrought such immense destruction in Kwang- 
tung, it was reported that the Imperial As- 
trologer at Peking had predioted that Canton 
would he visited by a terrible catastrophe 
during the 7th and 8th moons of this year and 
that a great many people would perish, The 
more superstitiously inclined thoroughly be- 
lieved in the prediction and had copies of it 
printed and ciroulated as an ‘Express,’ Those 
who read the iprediction with a contemptuous 
smila a:e now disposed to believe that the Im- 
perial Astrologer is a wise man after all. The 
natives here say that Canton has not had such 
a terrible visitation as this for thirty years or 
more.” 


THE “PETRONIA’S” DAMAGED 
CARGO. 

With reference to the fire which occurred on 
board the Hast Asiatic Co’s 3.8. “ Petronis,” 
Messrs. Melchers & Co., the agents, inform us 
that, according to a telegram received from the 
Head Office at Copenhagen, all her cargo wna 
so badly damaged, with the exception of 
machinery, that Surveyors have recommended 
that same should not be brought forward, but 
that everythiog be sold as it lies, or putin the 
market. If, however, there should be no 
market at Aden, the damaged cargo to be 


| reshipped to Europe, 


COMMANDER OF THE R.G.A. 
AT HONGKONG. 


Lieut-Col. Chamier, C.M.G., who has been 
appointed to the command of the Royal Garrison 
Artillery at Hongkong in succession to Colonel 
Kent, whose tenure recently expired is shortly 
due here, Lieut-Col,. Chamier has been a ganner 
officer over 28 years, and was promoted to his 
present rank in [907. He served in the South 
African War, and had the onerous daty of 
commanding the Royal Artillery during the 
defence of Kimberley; and he subsequently 
commanded a mobile column and saw consider- 
able fighting in Cape Colony and Orange Rivee 
Colony. He was mentioned twice in despatohes, 
aod received the Queen’s Medal with: threr 
clasps, and the King’s Medal with two clasps. 


News was received in Shanghai last week 
from Hankow of the death there of Mr, H. EB. 
MoCann, who was at one time secretery of the 
Shanghal Stock Exchange, Mr, MoCahn 
only recently (fone to Hankow to take up 6 
position in the Post Office there. Another 
telegram from Hankow announced the death of 
Mr. W. Ei Blades, manager of Messrs, Weeks 
& Co. ‘The cause of death in his case was gives - 
as cholera. : 
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cases in the neighbourhood. She was diatarbed ‘ 
in the middle of the night by something else and 


NOTES FROM THE NORTH. 


—— wae not thinking of barglars, bat| while awake 
[FORM OUR CORBESPONDEN'.| happened to hear a noise. Her bedroom window 
— was open and she peeped oat inte the garden 


A TIENTSIN SCANDAL, 

A pretty scandal has just come to light here. 
For some yeara past the French ( oncession 
in Tientsin had had a Municipal Counoil, whose 
members were nominated This Council was 
composed principally of members or representa- 
tives of one hong, and in the matter of muni- 
cipal contracts of all kiads this hong practically 
ran the Concession. There grew up a Muni- 
cipal Purity Party and when at the beginning 
of this year the municipal elections were made 
popular, ie, were put on a basis of vote by 
ballot and the Councillors elected by the rate- 
payers on a liberal franchise, the purity party 
opposed the contracts-monopolising party at 
the polls. The reformers were beaten at the 
elections in February, and the Municipal Conn- 


the dining-room window, while third was 
patrolling the road, keeping tch. This 
fatter man she saw clearly, and he was a 
Earopean, and she heard the|two others 
talking in a low tone and is almost oartain 
they were Europeans. This may be nothing 
very remarkable, but what makes one of 
the burglaries noteworthy is the/fact, that in 
one of their successful visitationg the burglars 
were not content with robbery but added to 
their crime the offence of arson.) This was at 
the house of the Postmaster of the Chinese 
Imperial Post Office, Mr. H,.|D. Summers 
Mr, Summers’ family are at Peifabo, and had 
he been there too his house would probably 
have been burnt out completely for the Varglavs 
on leaving, set the draving room on fire. Mr. 


below, where sha saw two men (rying to open 
: 


cil went on practically as before so far as muni- 
cipal contracts were concerned, Several fla- 
gravt cases of jobbery occurred, and the facts 
were placed before the French Minister in 
Peking who suspended or rather cancelled the 
membership of the arch-offender. Thereupon 
the rest of the Council resigned ina body, and a 
firsh election took place on the25th June. The 
party of graft were again returned with a 
majority. 
NOT PLAYING THE GAMB, 

Apparently the majority of the electors 
preferred that these particular men should have 
the manipulation of municipal contracts. But 
a singular thing has now been discovered. At 
the election in February and at the lates! 
election a number of ballot papers went missing. 
In the room in which tha voting took place 
the Consul and other officials were present to 
seo that the election was properly condacted. 
But outside and adjacent to this room was 
another, on é table in whioh were placed 
the voters’ lisfs and the ballot papers, At the 


_February election the voting pap2rs provided 


for the municipal reform party mysteriously 

disappeared ; thoss for the municipal contraots 

party were left intact. At the recent election 

the sama thing occurred again, except that, 

instead of disappearing piecemeal, as at the firat 

election, they were {a+en practi-aly en bloc. 
THE GUILTY UNPUNISHED, 

An official inquiry bas been held since the 
election, and in the course of this it 
was found tbat the ballot papers were 
abstracted by some Chinese attendants wko 
were inthe room, These men confessed their 
guilt, and were punis ed. They were rent to 
gaol. But it seemed inconceivable that these 
ignorant Chinese atter dints, althou hb servants 
of the municipality, should have any personal 
interest.in the municipal politics of foreigners— 
at any rate such an interest as to lead them to 
take away ballot papers and destroy them, for 
it transpire! that one lot of some 250 voting 
papers were taken below into cellar and there 
burnt. The Chinese culprits were accordingly 
interrogated, and stated that they took the 
papers according to instructions—they were 
ordered to do so! And by whom? By two 
highly-placed European servants of the 
municipality. These cfAcials have not yet 
been punisbed, Why? These revelations— 
which, as I have said, are the result of an 
oficial inquiry and are not mere gossip and 
hearsay—have caused a painful impression in 
the public mind as {o the osndact of municipal 
business in the Frenoh Concession and the 
abuse to which popular institutions may be pnt. 

INCENDIARY BURGLABS. 

Tientsin householders—and more particularly 
those who have shut up tl eir houses here and 
gone away to the seaside—have been much 
exercised by the operations of a gang of 
burglars, who seem to be taking advantage of 
the holiday seasun. There have been some four 
burglarious attempta in less than a month in 
the British Concession alone. These have all 
taken place on the outskirts of the British |} x- 
tension. The police so far have been unsuccess- 
fal in tracing ¢ither the burglars or evgn 
the stolen property—mainly silver. They have 
given it out that they suspect the burglara to 
be Chinese, BnutiI was talking the other day 
to a lady who had received a visit from the 
barglare—and it is assumed that these are the 
game gang who‘have operated in the other 


Summers, however, was sleepio 
The burglars had not disturb 
was awakened by the suffocating smoke from 
the room below, and with the sshietance of his 
own and neighbour's servants go 

without requiring the services |of the Fire 
Brigade. 
whole drawing-room was in flames and a big hole 
was burnt in the floor giving |aocess of an 
unaccustomed kind to the cellar. 
alone is bad enough, but cial Van is 


kong branch of the firm of 
and Company, steamship agents, &c., commit- 


The reasons fur this rash aot 
unknown, but it is balievad tha 
fiuancial troubles. 
to the Mortuary on Jaly 24th, 


in the house. 
him, but he 


the fire out 


lt was a near touch, however. for the 


Barglary 


more than 100 per cent worse 


EUROPEAN COMMITS SUICIDE. 


Mr, Charles Collett, manager pf the Hong- 
gers, Wallem 


ted suicide sometime on the 23rd inst. in 


the cfice of the firm by shooting himself 
through the heart witha revolver. He was a 
native of Norway and only a of age, 


re al preseat 
deceased had 


His body was removed to 


-_——_— -————— 


FIRE IN DES VGUX|ROAD. 


‘There wasa big blazs in Dep Voouxr Road 


on Jaly 30th when a fire broke ont in 
the Ip On oi! and lamp shop, it ig saij, through 
the carelessness of a customer |who called to 
purchase some oil. 


At the timg of this ousto- 
mer’s calla foki in tue shop was repairing a 
lamp, inlo which he poured some gasoline. 
Then he left this to attend the caller, and while 
be was getting him the supply of oil ordered, 
the visitor is stated to have accidéntally dropped 
a lighted match into the lamp| Immediately 
the oil flared up, and the flames, jcatching on to 
the surrounding material, quickly spread (o that 
part of the shop in which| the gasoline 
was stored. This burned 86 fiercely that 
the firemen, although on fhe scene in 
remarkably quick time, were| powerless to 
cope with the confligration until the oil had 
burned iteelf out, It was at about 1.40 p.m. 
that the fire got a firm hold and withia twenty 
minutes from that time the shop on the ground 
floor, the store-room above it, and the two floors 
above that were gutted. The residents of tie 
two upper floors fortunately made their escape 
through the trap door on the top floor, but at 
one time if was feared that many would be 
burnt to death. The fire laddér was ruo up, 
and a fireman attempted the ascend, but so 
dense was the smoke and so fijrce the flames 
which caaght on to the top of fhe ladder, that 
he had to desist. According to the statement of 
the master of the shop, he carried a stook which 
he valued at $10,000. Insurances had been 
effected to the extent of $10,000 with the 
Nippon and Meji Insurance Companies, 


The question of the appointing of a chief 
engineer in the French Concession at Shanghni 
has created some dissension among the members 
of the French Council. Some of the members 
were in favour of getting aj man ont from 


France, while others wished to appoint an acting” 


chief engineer, to be engaged locally, ~ This 
finally resulted in the resignation of Mr. 
Berthos, Chairman of the Council. 


PO patna errcsoremna ars are 


[August 8, 1908. 
TAXATION OF SHIPPING. 


The Agenda of Thursday's meeting of the - 
Hongkong Legislative Council contained the — 
following resolution which the Hon the 
C.lonial Secretary will move, bat it was not 
proceeded with at this meeting:— 

Resolved that on and from the lst January, 
1909, the Owner, Agent or Master of every — 
ship which enters the Waters of the Colony, © 
shall pay the following Dues to such Officer as - 
the Governor may, from time to time, 
appoint :— 

(1) For all River Steamers, which enter 
the waters of the Colony by day or by night:— 

Five-sixths of a oent per ton register, 

(2) All other ships, which enter the Waters 
of the Colony :— : 

Two cents per ton register. 

Exemptions :— 

British and foreign ships of war. 


SHANGHAI TRADE. 


Messrs, Iibert and Co.’s Piece Goods Market 
Report is as follows :— 

‘The market still continues quiet, but reports” 
of the crops from the surrounding country and 
the Yangtze valley generally are favourable, 
and with the present spell of hot weather, much 
of the damige sapposed to have been done by 
the late rains is disappearing. Dealers anti- 
cipate a revival as soon as confidence in the 
probability of a good harvest is restored ; many 
of them think that orders are being held back 
which will be placed before long; it ia to be 
hoped that this more sanguine view is well 
founded and that a farther reduction in stock 
may take place. 

‘he Chamber of Commseroca stocks for 3)th 
June have bsen published and in many cases 

ove to be appreciably over the estimate based 
or the December returns; until all the figares 
relating to the end of the half year are pub- 
lished oy the Customs, it is diffloult to account 
fbr the differences, tut doubtless the latest 

turns are the safest basis to go upon. 

The general impression made by the Retarns 

a whole is, that while they indicate a welcome 
eductiun on tue figares of a year ago, they are 
still unoecessarily large. For many years the 
Shanghai trade has becoma accustomed to look 
upon heavy stocks as more or less normal, bat it 
is ubviuus that if the trade as a whole carries 
stcok whiob is equivalent to the total cousump- 
tion for an exteuded periad, the loss of intereat 
must neutralize much of the profits made on 
goods which are quickly turned over. In a 
great May cases stvcks amount to6 months’ 
cousumption of the whole trade, in others to 12 
invoths’ consumption and io one or two cases to 
nearly 2 years’ consumption, When demand 
‘springs up for some special commodity, the fact 
tuat there are heavy stocks of other goods, which 
are included under the same headiog in these 
Returns, is of course no reason why the’ 
speciality in question should not ba supplied, 
bat the lesson which Fecent experience ought to 
impress deeply npon the trade generaily is 
that buyiog has been altogether overdone 
in the past, aod that until this is realized 
and until future operations are regulated in the 
light of this experieace, no permanent improve- 
ment need be expected. 

Auotion sellers it is true do not pile up large 
stocks ; if stocks are heavy and prices unprofit- 
‘able, they tell, but they do not repent like 
private sellers, they keep on selling on the 
‘same scale as if their hammers brought them 
in an annuity; the consequence is that when 
the - market is overdona, it gets no chance of 
‘recovery, and an artificially forced trade .is 
carried 01. 

The Committee of the piece goods gail has 
discussed the qaestion of establishing a register 
of honge, recording the names of the partners 
in each houg, aad the extent of their share. ‘A 
favourable report on the proposed register has 
bee. f rwarded to the Chineso Chamber of 
Commerce and if it meets with the approvaliof 
that body, the proposal will probably be carried 
oat. In the interests of both Chinese: and 
foreigners it is to be hoped that it will be 
approved of. . 


August 3, 1908.) 
SUPREME COURT. 
Friday, 24th July, 


In CRIMINAL JURISDICTION, 


BEFORE THE (AIEF 
(Ste F. Pregor). 


JUSTICE 


THE BANK NOTE CASE. 

The trial of the two men for uttering a forged 
bank note was concluded yesterday. ; 

Tha second defendant said under croes- 
examination that he would not have passed the 
note in question, and if any one attempted to piss 
a forged note to him ha would detect it at once. 
There was a difference in colour between the 
note produced and a genuine $100 bill. 

Assuming that note passed into your hands 
you would have been bound to have discovered 
the forgery P— Yea. 

The manager of the shop in which defendants 
were employed declared they were honest, 
reliatle men. 

His Lordship is summing up said that he 
vary rarely criticized the police but it was his 
duty to point out to the jury that the police 
had made a mistake in that case, Inspector 
Ritchie had to do his duty, as all the inspeotors 
had to do, and he thought that the inspector 
had made a migtake. In such a cage where 
there was undoubtedly conflict and a oroes- 
charge Inspector Ritchis onght not to have 
acted by himself, but ought to have sent down 
to the Crown Solicitor for advice. The jary 
must not weigh in their micds whether In- 
spector Ritchie was right. That was not the 
question which was before them, but they had 
to decide whethur the prisoners were guilty or 
not. He bad had very grave doubts as to whether 
there was any evidences to go before the jure but 
he had yi-lded to the presnasive eloqu-noe of 
the learned Attorney-General that the oase had 
better go before a jury which would be more 
satisfactory to all parties concerned. The 
case which had been submitted to them was one 
of assumption only and they were asked to 
| assume the prisoners guilty, 
| : The jary without retiring returnad a verdiot 
of not guilty, and his Lordship discharged the 
prisoners, 


In APPELLATE JURISDICTION. 


Barrons THH FULL Court, 
t aE 

RUSSO-CHINESE BANK V. LI YAU SiM. 

Judgment was delivered by the Chief Justice 
(Sir F. Piggott) and his Honour the Acting 
Puisne Judge (Mr. H. H. J. Gompertz) in the 
appeal by the Russo-Chinesa Kank agaiost the 
decision in the action Li Yau Sam v Russo. 
Chinese Bank on the ground that his Lordship 
the Chief Justice had misdirected tho jury. 
! It will be remembered that the plaintiff gave 
i 8. large sum of money to the compradore of the 
defendant bank for telegraphic transfer to 
Shanghai, and the com pradore,instead of handing 
the money to the bank converted it to his own 
use. Plaintiff sought to recover from the bank 
but the latter denied that it had any knowledge 
of the claim and contend d that the trans- 
action was between the plaintiff and the com- 
§ pradore, 
ig Hon. Mr. H. K. Pollock, K.C., instructed by 
: Mr. Gedge of Messrs Johnson, Stokes, and 
if Master, appeared for the appellants, and Mr. 
if M. Slade, instructed by Mr. Beavis, appeared for 
4 the respondents 
fs The Chief Justice set ont the details with 
grest particularity, and in his examination 
of the relation between the parties, said 
that everything tended to the fact that 
Neg San Fook doted throughout as the bank’s 
compradore. Usually the compradore only 
BE saw the Chinese customer. There were elaborate 
. precautions to safeguard the bank, but he might 
‘ ; remark in passing that there seeamad an extra- 
if ordiaary hiatus which left an opening for fraud 
H between the notification of the European ataff 
by the compradore and the receipt of the money. 
Having dealt with the faots at length, his 
Lordship said that it seemed impossible to 
contend that the bank was not liable. The 
bank put the man there as ita agent, it pathim in 
8 position to carry ont such transactions. Money 
was handed to him to receive on behalf of the 


CHINA OVERLAND TRADE REPORT. 


bank bat instead of handing it over to the 
bank he retained it for hia bwn nse. Why 
this should be called fraud dn the customer 
hia Lordship could not understand: it was 
much more rightly fraud jon the bank 
His Lordship said there was no case of 
frand reported on all fours{ with this for 
simplicity, and after a consideration of the 
law applicable to frand, he had to decide against 
the appellants. In conclusion he referred to 
the practice which was becoming a custom of 
counsel submitting a series of} questions to be 
put tothe jury. He believed this to be wrong, 
and where questions wera put by the judge 
suggestions might be made tolinciude in these 
some points” omitted. The questions must be 
framed on the scheme of law on which the 
summing up was based. | 

The Puisne Judge delivereil judgment at 
length. In his opinion the jhdgment should 
stand with costs. 

Mr, Pollock applied for a stay of execution 
pending an appeal to the Privy Council and 
suggesting that a sum of money should be 
deposited as security in some local bank. 

Mr. Slade oppcsed, contending there was no 
ground for keepiog the plaintiff ont of his 
money for the year, two years or whatever 
period was required to bring the appeal to the 
ultimate court of appeal. : . 

After discussion it was decided {o leave the 
subject until the motion for j]eave to appeal | 
oame before the Court. H 


lw ORIGINAL JURISDICTION, 


Bgrorg THE CuieF Justice (Ste F. 
Piaaort), | 
A QUESION OF costs, 

In the jury action Leung Lai Wan and others 
v. Reuter, Brockelmann and Go, counsel were 
invited to attend to briefly disduss the question 
of costs. Mr. M. W. Slade, instructed by Mr, 
C. F. Dixon of Messrs. Besctee and Hastings, 
appeared for the plaintiffs, defendants being 
represented by the Hon. Mr. H. E. P. llock, 
K.C.,and Sir Heury Berkeley,:K.C., instructed 
by Mr. BH. P. Lang of Messrs; Deacon, Looker 
and Deacon. 

When the case was called, ad interval elapsed 
without any attempt on the part of counsel to 
address the coart. : 

His Lordship—Well, is anybody going to 
move P 

Mr. Slade—It is for them. | 

Sir Henry Berkeley—No, it ia for them, 

Mr. Slade—Il have moved for judgment, 

Sir Henry—I am going tomove that costs 
be given to u8 on those issuss on which we 
have been successful, | 

His Lordship—!hat motion was made, [ 
reserved it for consideration, | 

Sir Henry — You will hear me now, my Lord. 
3His Lordship thought the} judgment for 
trespass carried with it costs,jand he did not 
think any subdivision was necessary. 

4 Sir Henry sajd there was! good cause for 
deprivivg the plaintiffs of their costs even on 
the issue of trespass. : ; 

His Lordship disagreed. : 

Sir Honry Berkeley—Here every single cause 
of action left to the jury has been found in 
favour of the defendants, 

Ais Lorship—The view which I take of the 
attitade of both parties— 

Sir Henry Berkeley— 
own protection I put it to you;that you are ae 
entitled in this case to take anyiadverse view 0 
defendants’ case. i 

His Lordship—That is oo/ the finding. I 
have thought it over for three or four days, and 
I consider ou the whole facta that it is nota 
case in which I should deprive |the plaintiffs of 
costs. ot uns 
Sir Henry Borkeley—Jt is impossible we 

should be satisfied, having won all along the 
line, to be called upon to pay dosts to the men 
who failed all along the line. ; ; 

His Lordship— That isa question of tactics, 
and tactics sometimes lose a general his who's 
army. : 

Sir Henry Berkeloy—There is a game called 
jean tactics, I believe, but this is by no 


For your Lordship’s 


means that game. My Lord, I will disabuse 

your mind in one word. It isjnot necessary for 

a party to prove in | that which the 
1 


other party admita. and the faot of the existence 
of a warrant was admitted by the plaintiffs in 
their own pleadings. 

His Lordihip=1 wack say you could argue 
till midnight— 

Sir Henry Berkelay—I don’t mesn to do that. 
Will you make it short by taking down the 
-three points 1 submit P 

His Lordship—I know them well 
Sir Henry Berkeley~—The first point is 
this: The defendants in this action cannot be 
made to pay any costs on issues on which they 
have succeeded. Secondly: The defendants 
cannot be deprived of receiving those costs,.and 
that such should be paid by plaintiff. Thirdly ; 
That the plaintiffs, though suocessfal on the 


.Claim of tresp iss must in the circumstances pay 


‘the costs of the whole action as such 


was 
vexatious, and unsupported by evidence accord, 
ing to the finding of the jary. Sir Henry then 
referred to the typowritten copy of his Lordship's 
summing ap. aud remarked that the slip of paper 
handed in by the jary regarding “ tong” names 
was not a rider. 

His Lordship—I think there ia some mia- 
conception with regard to the judgment I gave 
on the question of trespass. I do not look on it 
ag technical at all, but aa an important question 
of law, and as carrying the costs of the whole 
action, There cannot be any doubt as to the 
course subsequently pursued. The defendants 
cannot quite realise if at present, but I 
think if the case should ever go to the Privy 
Council the course pursned will be found most 
convenient. With regard to the question of 
good cause for depriving the plaintiffs of coste. 
I consider I am bound to look at the whole 
proceedings, not merely at the plaintiffs’ adtion. 
And for the present, I may be wrong, but for 
the present I cannot shut my eyes to the fact 
of what the jary said. I won't oaill it a rider, 
but there may be some question of law turning 
on that. I give judgment for the plaintiffa io 
the action. I don’t regard the various issues. 

Mr. Pollock—We only want to get quite 
olear what your Lordship means, Assuming 
your Lordship to have taken an erroneous view 
with regard to the issues, your Lordship’ does 
not propose to deprive the defendants of the 
costs of the issues P ; 

His Lordsbip—My first view ia this ; Suppos- 
ing I was upset on the question of trespass 
then it is merely a question of giving you 
judgment on the whole action. That is clear, 
{am not sr ely whether any other qu ation 
arises 1 don’t see huw any other question could 
arise. Either Iam rigut oo the trespass, or I 
am wrong, in which case you are entitled to 
jadgment. 

Mr. Pollook—I want to know clearly whether 
your Lordship deprives us of costs on the 
issues P 

His Lordship—I don’t deprive you because 
the question does not arise. There wil be 
judgment for plaintiffs with oosts, and the 
application of defendants for costs on the issues 
is refused, a 


Monday, Jaly 27th. 


IN ORIGINAL JURISDICTION, 


Berore THE Crier Justices (Sir 
F. Pia@ort). ; 


A DISPUTED CONTRACT. 

Messrs. George Fenwick and Co. were sued 
by Ng Wah to recover the sum of $9,700.72 
said to be dae under a contract, Mr, M. W. 
Slade, instructed by Mr. O. D. Thomeod, ap- 
peared for plaintiff, while defendants were 
represented by the Hon. Mr. H, E, Pollock, 
K.C., who was instructed by Mr, R. D, Atkingon 
(of Messrs. Deacon, Looker and Deacon). : 

The statement of claim showed that on lat 

| September tha defendants entered into a contract 


in writing with one Ah Ming, alias Tsu 
Ming, to supply all the material and labour 
for completing the whole of the carpenter 
wofk of two steel stern wheel. steamers 
lin gesordante with plans and spécifica- 
tions for the sum of $6,900 each. On October 


26th the defendants entered into a contract with 
Ah Ming to: construct and launch complete, 
according to specifications and drawing, six 


abs Ba Eis eee a ea 
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. wooden lighters for the sam of $5,200, $31,200 
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Mr. Pollock—The penslty clause| cannot be | no interest in the profits of the firm other 


in all, On March 26th Ah Ming assigned his | said to have expired until all the work has been | than the rents of certain landed property, the 


interest in the contract to the plaintiff, On 
March 30th tho plaintiff entered iato a con- 
tract with the defendants to complete the work 
left unfinished by Ah Ming, in accordance with 
the clauses and conditions of the said con- 
tracts, by lst September and 26th Ootober. 
Plaintiff completed the work, which was accep- 
‘ted by defendants, but they had not paid him 
the balance of $9,700.72. 

Defendants contended that the terms of the 
contracts in question were not sufficiently set 
out. It was provided and agreed in the 
contract that the first vessel should be ready 


for sea by the 3lst December, 1906, and 
the second by 10th Janua 1907, and 
that should their completion delayed by 


reason of carpenters’ work not being finish- 
ed a penalty of $25 per day would be 
payable, It was provided and agreed in the 
second contract that two out of the six lighters 
in question should be completed and launched 
by 26th January, 1907; two more by 26th 
February ; and two more by the 26th March, 
and that a penalty of $20 per day for late 
delivery would be enforced in the case of each 
lighter. The plaintiff took upon himeelf all the 
liabilities that had already acorned, or might 
thereafter acorue, of Ah Ming to the defendants 
under the contracts, Defendants admitted 
receiving the notice of assignment referred to 
which was contained in a letter dated 23rd 
March, spd written to the defendants by 
Mr. «. K. Holmes, as solicitor for the 
plaintiff, The defendants wrote to Mr. Holmes 

inting out that the assignment would not be 
in any way binding apon them without their 
assent, and stated that t' ey were prepared to 
acoept the plaintiff aa contractor under their 
said contracts in place of Ab Ming, ur the 
understanding that the plaintifg accepted all the 
liabilities of the said Ah Ming, including the 
heavy penalties for overtime which had been 
then already incurred. They stated also that 
the defendants would enforce such penalties 
against the plaintiff, and that they hed informed 
the plaintiff to that effect. Mr. Holmes wrote 
a letter in reply accepting on behalf of the 
plaintiff the burden of all claims of the defend- 
ants against Ah Ming under the contraots, 
Defendants contended that the plaintiff was 
subject to all the liabilities of the said Ab Ming, 
including the penalties for overtime which had 
then become payable. Defendants denied that the 
sum of $9,700.72 or any sum was due and owing 
to the plaintiff. According to the correct state- 
ment it appeared that plaintiff was indebted to 
the defendants in the eum of $3 268.38. e 

Mr. Slade stated that one of the issues woul 
be the construction of the contract, and the 
other the defaults by George Fenwick & Co. 
As his Lordship would notice from the docu- 
ments, on March 30th, the date of completion 
of steamers was already passed. On that date 
one lighter only had been completed and launch- 
ed, After the work was completed Fenwick & 
Co. delivered an account showing what they 
conceived to be the position between the parties. 

Mr. Pollock contended that the position taken 
up by the defendants was certainly a good 
position in point of law. The defendants could 
not be called on to recognise an assignment 
from Ah Ming to Ng Wah, and the only con- 
dition on which they recognised it was that 
Ng Wah should accept the previous coptrac- 
tor’s liatilities for the whole work. It was im- 
possible for the plaintiff to contend, in view 
of the position he had taken up, that letters 
written in answer to the notice which expressly 
formed part of his pleadings, could not be 
referred to. 

Mr. Slsde—I never suggested they could 
not be referred to. { said they could not be 
read as part of the contract. 

Mr, Pollook—We would submit that they 
can be read as part of the contract, and it is 
quite obvious from the letter of 25th March from 
the defendants, that the defendants only con- 
sented to the assignment upon the understand- 
ing that Ng Wah would be liable for the heavy 
penalties already incurred. < 

His Lordship—This is a contract to perforth 
certain work, and that work has not been catried 
out, therefore the penalty clause has expired. 
In the letter of the 25th March the intention 
of Fenwick is perfectly clear, but it has not 
been carried out. 


done. é 

His Lordship—I don’t think I need hear any 
further argament on the point, so far as the 
defendants are concerned. I rather sympathise 
with them becanse their intention | was made 
perfectly olear. ‘They wanted pluintiff to 
accept liability. At that moment there was in 
existence a document by which he did not acospt 
liability at all. We must constroe this contract 
with the other contracts to whichj it refers. 
Patting it in the most favourable light possible 
I cannot sea how the penalty condition can 
poral be introduced. There is no agreement 
or taking over existing liabilities, and in 
spite of seotion 25 of the Judicature Act I 
cannot see where there has been an expressed 
consent to the assignment and subbtitution of 
a new contract, I cannot sea jwhere any 
question of liability can come in. Then, go far 
as the future is concerned, the penalty 
clause related to the completion of the work 
at a oertain date which date had then expired. 
I cannot see how it is pobsible that 
there is any penalty clause attacting to the 
present plaintiff. But assuming that I put all 
the letters together, and all thd documents 
into one copy, I cannot see how thé defendanta 
can be successful, for there is the fact that 
payment of already accraed penalties had been 
specially arranged for between Ng Wah and Ab 
Ming. There is very clearly expressed inten- 
ticn, but I think they failed to force it on 
the plaintiff, and on this point thé plaintiff is 
right. How far that affects the rest of the oase 
I don’t know. 

Mr. Slade announced later that they had 
agreed the; figures at $8,936.62 to bé the amount 
owing by defendants to plaintiff, and asked 
for judgment. ° 

Mr. Pollook—This, of course, must be con- 
sidered without se dae to our right to appeal. 

His Lordship—Yes, you can appeal on the 
point of law. f will give formal jadgment and 
costs for plaintiffs. 


whole of which had now been transferred to the 
persons entitled thereto ander his will. 

Mr. Slade—I ,propose to move that whatever | 
the verdict of the jury in this case on any of the’ 
issues before them, that neither of the two; 
plaintiffs on the issues can succeed. I am} 
absolutely and entirely indifferent to any verdict/ 
the jury choose to give. 

Sir Henry Berkelay—Is not this ar tee 

remature? Must I not open the case before i 
is possible for your Lordship to know whether 
I have a case or not ? 

Mr. Slade—I offered to do this before the 
jury was sworn to enable them to ssve tha 
expense of a jury. I do this for the aepone of 
saving time, becanse if the case goes ts the jury 
it will take several days, whereas ( think the 
‘whole matter could be settled in an hour. 

Sir Henry Berkeley —If my friend admits a. 
we have stated in our pleadings I don’t min 
waiving the point. 

Mr. Slade—I will admit everything in the 
statement of olaim for the purpose of argument. 

His Lordship—That is for Woug Tong. 
What does the Cheong Shing Bank say ? 

Mr. Pollook—I am quite agreeable. 

Mr. Slade then raised the point that no sppli- 
cation had been made to take the matter out of 
the statute of limitations. 

His Lordship—How long is that ? 

Mr. Slade—Six years, and this is over twelve 
years, 

After discussion the Court came to the 
conclusion that the case was not a case that 
would be for a jury. Therefore a joror was 
withdrawn by consent. 

Sir Henry Berkeley then addressed his Lord- 
ship, and the hearing was adjourned, 


In SUMMARY JURISDICTION. 


Baerokgg Mz, W. H. J. Gompuera (Activa 
Puisna Jup@s). 


CLAIM YOR WASHING S80DA. 

Li Yan Song, trading under the style of the 
Kwoog On Co, sued Sam Wo and Co,. for the 
return of three casks of soda powder which 
were, about the 19th June last, wrongfally 
removed from the godowns of plaintiffs at 
Mongkok and placed and detained in defendants’ 

odowns. They algo claimed $100 damages 
or detention. 

Mr. R. D. Atkinson (of Meesrs. Deacon 
Looker and Deacon) appeared for plaintiffs, and 
Mr. P. Sydenham Dixon for the defendants, 

Mr, Atkinson informed the Court that plain- 
tiffs were manufacturers of washing soda, and 
defendant also mannfactured washing soda and 
soap. On June 19th plaintiffs’ godown keeper 
came to Hongkong from Mongkoktsui after 
hiving looked his godown. After his departure 
& man approached some coolies at the godown 
and requested them to remove three barrels of © 
soda powder to defendants’ godown. On 
the following morniag the ocourrence wae 
report-d to plaintiffs’ godown keeper who 
informed the police. The police endeavonr- 
ed to ascertain the name of the man who 
ordered the removal of the soda, bat had been 
unable to do so. The three barrels of soda, 
however, were taken possession of by the police, 
bat were released on the application of Mr 
Dixon. They were re-srrested, however, on the 
application of the speaker. The person who 
removed this soda should be prosecuted to s 
conviction in the Police Court, but the gentle- 
man had vanished. 


Evidence was called, and the ose adjourned, 


Wednesday, July 29th; 


In OxiainaL JuRispiction. 


Berokn Sie Francis Pigaort 
(CHIEF JuUsTIcs). 
LONG 8TANDING LITIGATION, 

In the action bstween Li Po Kam and Li Po 
Yung, plsiatiffs, and Li Ling Shiand Li Tsang 
Pak, defendants, and in the matter of a claim 
by the Cheong Shing Bank and by, Wong Tong 
to be entitled to the sum of $1,524.94 paid into 
Court. : 

Mr, M. W. Slade, instructed by Mr. C. E. H. 
Beavis (of Messrs, Wilkinson and Grist) appear- 
ed for Li Po Kam and Li Po Yung; Hon. Mr 
H. E. Pollock, K.C, instructed by Mr, R. F.C. 
Master (of Messrs, Johnson, Stokes and Master) 
represented the Cheong Shing Bank and Sir 
Henry Berkeley, K.C., instructed by Mr, A. 
Holborow (of Messsrs. Deacon, Looker and 
Deacon) appeared on behalf of Wéng Tong. 

According to the statement of olaim the 
plaintiffs were judgment creditors, and had 
obtained judgment against the Yik Loong Wo 
Kee Bank for the sum of $27, 00, interest 
thereon and costs on April 11th, 1905, and the 
judgment still remained wholly unsatisfied. 
The Lai Hing firm was indebted to the Yik 
Loong Wo Kee Bank for a sum of over $200,000. 
This sum was paid into Court a8 the property 
of the Lai Hing firm, and did not form pirt of 
the estate of one Lai Sing. Lai Sing was, 
during his lifetime, a partner in the Lai Sing 
firm, but such partnership ceased on his death, 
which took place in the year 1910. The 
plaintiffg claimed therefore that it might be 
deolared that they were entitled to the sum paid 
into Court for the purpos; of satisfying so far 
as the sum would extend, their blaim as judg. 
ment oreditors in the action of 195. 

In the statement of defeice the defendants 
denied that the Lai Hing firm was at any 
material time indebted to the Yik Loong Wo 
Kee Bank, or that the money paid into Court 
or any part thereof was the property of 
the Lai Hing firm. During: the lifetime 
of Lai Sing the accounts of the sbare 
of Li Chit in the Lai Hing firm were 
settled, and at the date of hid death he had 


A new regulation has just been issued by 
‘the Chinese Judiciary by which every member 
must now sign a pledge stating that he will 
refrain from the use of opium. “ Chinase 
Public Opinion,” from which we take this 
extract remarks:—It is essential that the 
‘Judiciary of any country should be above 
reproach, and undoubtedly this action taken by 
the legal officers of China is a public announ- 
cement of their intention to follow the high 
trad.tions which the profession has adopted in 
Europe an lands. It also indicates the genuine 
ness of China’s decision to suppress the opium 
habit and the determination of offtcia's . ta 
support the Government in its campaign. 


Auguat 8, 1908,] 


HONGKONG CANTON AND MAC:i0 


STEAMBOAT COMPANY. 


mts 


The report of the Board of Directors to the 
ordinary half-yearly meeting of shareholders to 
be held on Tuesday, the 11th August, is as 
follows :— 

The Directors beg to submit to the share- 
holders the report and statement of accounts 
for the half-year‘ending 30:h! June Jast. 

After piyiog ruoning expenses, salaries, 
premia of insurance, repairs and all otber 
charges there remains including $16 437.01 
prong forward from last account, the eum of 

53,903.84 at oredit of pr: fit and lo s account. 
From this amount the Directors recommend 
that a dividend for the balf-year cf one dollar 
and twenty-five cents per share or $100,000 be 
paid to shareholders, $10000 ba written off 
book value of steamers, $3,600 be written off 
wharves and ‘pro; erties, $12,500 be transferred 
to depreciation and insurance fund, $10,000 to 
special repairs fond, leaving a balance of 
$17,755.84 to be carried forward to new account. 

Additional wharfege facilities being found 
necessary to cope with our Hongkong-Macao 
trade, the Company hag acquired the valuable 
site and wharf situated at the junction of Wing 
Lok Street and Des Voux Road. 

The small steamer “ Lung-shan” having 
been disposed of, the steamer “ Hoi-Sang,” a 
‘veszel very suitable for the Canton-Macao line, 
was purchased and is now working very satis- 
factorily on the run. 

The regrettable loss of the Company’s jointly 
owned steamer “ Powan” occurred on the 8th 
June. ‘The ingurance claims have been for- 
warded and will be settled in due course. 

The usual overhaul and repairs have been 


effected during the half-year and the steamers | 


are all in good running order. 

Dariog the balf-year the “ Heungsban's”’ 
main deck has been sheathed with pine wood, a 
new rudder has been constructed for the 
“ Kinshan” and anew galvanized iron roofed 
shed bas been erected on the Wing Lok wharf. 
The cost of these items has been debited to 
the special. repairs fund. 

Messrs. A. Haupt, A. Fuchs, and E. Goetz 
resigoed their seats on leaving the Colony and 
Messrs. (. Friesland, C, Brodersen and W. 
Helms, were nominated by the Directors to fill 
the vacancies subject to confirmation by the 
sharebolders at this meeting, 

In accordance with tke Articles of Association 
Messrs, C. thiel and C. H. Ross retire from 
the Board by rotation, but being eligible, offer 
themselves for re-election. 

The retiring auditors, Messrs. A. O'D. 
Gourdin and W. H, Potts, offer themselves for 


re-election. 
R. SHEWAN, 
Chairman. 
’ Hongkong, Y2od July, 1902. 
1908, June 30th. 
LIABILITIES. $ @ 


Amount of capital, 80 ,00@ shares of $15 


CHINA OVERLAND TRADE REPORT. 


Interest accrued 848 59 
Sundry debtors 23,198 04 
Billa receivable ooo... ...cccccccesses sec css ede es 39,961.55 

ia on insurance policies unerpired 11,500.37 


$2,374.065.51 


¥ PROFIT AND LOSS ACCOUNT, 
30th June, 1908. « 


Dr. 
To amount paid for repairs to steamers... 32, 
», directors and anditors, fees .....-....... 4,250 
Balance to be appropriated, viz. :— 
, dividend of $1.25 per share 
on 8',00 shares ............. $100,000.07 
;, be written off book value of 


{ 
steamers oe 10,000.00 
», be written off book value of 
properties and wharves ...... 3,650.00 
1, be carried to depreciation 
and Insurance fund. ......... 12,560.00 
», be carried forward to special 
repaira fand .......0.. 02... 10,000.00 
», be carried forward to new p 
account 2.0... cece 17,755.84 
- — 153,905.84 
$190,694.90 


Cr. c. 
By amount brought forward froth last 
BCCOUNE 20. oo. ee ccc cesccccon sensor sce cee ... 16,437.01 
«, net earnings of steamers .......... .. 119,167.53 
». interest on investments ........... . 32,534.22 
>, transfer fees 2... ook cece ccc eeeceecee es 70.50 
1, diference between book values and 
amounts recovered under Instrance 
Policies and by sales respectively of 
s.s. “ Powan’’ and s.s. ‘‘ Lungshan"’.. 22,485.64 
$190,694.90 


DEPRECIATION AND INSURANCE FUND. 


Dr. $ c. 
To balance 2.0.00... 6. eee iseceeenee 079,000.00 
Cr. 

December 31, 19¢7. 

By amount at crodit ......ccc. ceeeeee eee 

Jane 30, 1908. 

By amount brought forward from profit 

and loss account for half year ending 
3lst December, 1907 ...0.. 0... 


$ c. 
.. 350,900.00 


25,000.00 


$575,000.00 


EQUALIZATION oF DIVIDEND FUND. 
vr. 
June 30, 1908. § c. 
To balauce ah SiatsnSaiaaes a a waeencreneret ae 250,000.00 
r. . 
December 31, 1907. 


By amount at credit .......... .. 250,00 0.0 


250,000.00 


SS 


COMMERCIAL. 
~ >_ - 
| IMPORTS. :— 
RICE. 
| oS 
Hoxcsone, Ist August :—Large quantities 


having been shipped by the Charitable institu. 
tious, the prives are further declining. 
Quotations are ;— 


each fully paid up............e .. 1,200,000,00 | Saigon, Ordinary ...........000cceee $5.00 to $5,05 
Amount at fares depreciation and in- st Sone i” Round, Good quality .:. 5.15 to 5.20 
BUFANCO LUNG vrsierrrserteerreerens 945,000. i: LONG sie cesssendteetect oz 20k . 525 to 5.30 
eeseee eas of equalization of di- ee Siam, Field will cleaned, No. 2... 4.80 to 4.85 
Amonnt at credit of investment fluctua. aa a Garden, a No. 1... 520 ae pat 
tion account bake Me: Toate gehts Be Naa 1,766.85 ” White, eee rererre st Serer errr yy 9.60 to 5.65 
Amount at credit of special repairs fund 7,655.69|  » Fine Cargu .... we GO to 6.05 
Unclaimed dividends .......0000 ee. 3,985.00 
Sundry creditors 0.0... eee 38,017.81 Para 
Hongkong Shanghai Banking Corpora- SUGAR. 
tion, Current Account... © 39,446.61 _ 
Bills payable... see 99,287.71] Yowkowama, lath July.—Priées have been well 
Amount at credit of profit and loss 7 inaintained, with an upward tendéccy. Importation 
ACCOUNE oo... eee eee 153,906.84 of Refined is at a standstill, Raw being mostly 
$2 374,065.51 imported by mills direct, 
ASBETE. $ e. Kose. July 16th, 


Value of steamer ‘“‘ Honam,”’ ‘‘ Heung- 
shan,’ ‘“‘Sui-An,”’ & ‘‘Hoi Sang "' 
#th of ‘‘ Kinshan '’ &.4rd of “ Sai- 
nam,” ae Nanning,’ _*‘ Lintan,”’ & 
“ Sanni ”’ teeseetineas forsee tases caceesceeees 1 ,083,223.48 

», of lighters ‘“‘ Sunled” and ‘‘ Wolee*”’ —_ 8,000.00 
» of wharves, hulka and moorings 14%,744.26 
yy of Propeae at Canton, Kongkun 


uchow  ... 4... 130,446.77 

», ofspare gear and stores ............ 14,918.97 
‘i 10 1,000.00 
», Of share in public companies ...... 577,470.00 

» Of Chinese bonds... i, 693.18 
Loans ot mortgage OU cance can ges Cee ene eee ane 331,000.00 


1908, — Beet.— UncHanged. 
Gane.—Raw —Java.—After a slight decline prices 
have risen again to the Former level; only small 
parcels have changed hands. Muscovados Basis 
Polarization 96 % Colour average 12} is quoted at 
Y6.85 to Y5.95 per picul ex ship. Formosa.— 
Prices have declined owing to ,supply surpassing 
demand. Osika Refined.—l'he Osaka Refinery held 
auctions on the 3rd and 13th instants, At the fi:st 
sale 4,400 Bags were offered, 4600 B-gs were 
kaccked down at prices shewing no change on the 
previens auction. At the second suction, 3,809 Bags 
were sold at an advance of 5 Sen, while @00 Bags 
Were withdrawn, i 


! 
i 
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— 


Honaxona, July lst. 
Quotations are:— 


Malwa New ........ a dasa toner tesseeeeQ910 por picul, 
Malwa Old wo... ai tunetacitavaccs $950 do. 
Malwa Older .....c....sscenensses ese $980 do. 
Malwa Very Old ou... $1000 do. 
Persian Fine Quality do. 
Persian Extra Fine $870 do. 
Patna Now .o...ccescss ccccescacesece $1077} per chest. 
Patna Old oo. .cccccccseeceuseveee cic do. 
Benares New ....c.....ccceescececees $1030 do. 
Benares Old .....cccccccccceecasceenes $— do. 


Axox, 25th July—The imports of opium from 
the 4th July to the 24th were: Patna, 1 picul; 
Benares, 156; tersian, 15; Malwa, 2; Szechuan, 
27; Yunnan, 21; Kiangsu, nil, . 


KEROSINE, 

YokouaMa, 15th July.—Arrivals and deliveries 
for the first half of July show Standard Oil Co. 
arrivals nil; deliveries 39,000 cases. Rising Sun 
Petroleum Co, arrivals nil; deliveries 24,000 
units. : 


PIECE GOODS 


Mesars. Noel, Murray & Co.’s Report on the 
Shanghai Piece Govuds Trade, dated Shanghai, 
23rd July, 1908, states:—Trade Reports of 
the Yangtsze Ports 1907.—Very interesting 
remarks are to be found in the Kiukiang, Wuhnu, 
Nanking and Chinkiang reporta concerning the 
changes that are going on at each of these Treaty 
Ports, progres being the main feature with all 
of them, the last named perhaps being excepted, 
Changes of route, in c.nsequence of the introduc- 
tion of railways and steam boats on the inland 
water ways, are opening up fresh centres and, 
though in some instances are diverting the trade 
of one place to the benefit of another, the prospects 
all look very auspicious. In the Shanghai Report 
it is noticeable that the only mention of Piece 
Goods is in the following sentences under the 
heading “Foreign Trade — Imports — The 
agg.egate value of the foreign imports shows 4 
heavy decrease, of over 32 million in taels, as 
compared with the record year 1906. Cotton 
piece goods alone account for 30 millions of this 
amount, while metals cover 2 millions of the 
balance.” Intense heat has followed the wes 
spell and seems to have put most of the dealers 
out of business, for the market is deadly dull. 
Nobody seems inclined to do anything uutil 
something more definite is known as to the ro- 
sults of the recent floods ete. It is thought in 
some quarters that but little damage will be done 
to the rice crop, but Cotton must have suffered 
considerably ia the Yangtsze Valley. Rice is 
alrgady nearly double its normal price, which 
taxes to its utmost the wage earning power of the 
people. The washing away of bridges on the 
reking-Hankow Railway line, near the latter Port, 
seems to have dislocated business there, and only 
shows what an important factor to trade the more 
modern form of transport has so rapidly become. 
We have been courteously informed by the Traffic 
Manager that the total quantity of Piece goods 
carried on the local Railway, from January to 
May inclusive, was only 7,703.27 piculs, which 
might Pe aa be taken as representing 90,0.0 
pices 10 1b. cloth, but no other particulars are 
given, which nakes it impossible to utilise the 
information in connection with our figures. It 
is-satisfactory to see from the Minutes of a recent 
Meeting of the Committee of the Chamber of 
Commerce the subject of the issuing of notes by 
Native Banks is receiving the earnest attention 
of that body, as well us of the Foreign Banks and 
Consular Officials. It appears to going on 
quite indiscriminately, without let or hindrance, 
and will soon become altogether out of hand. 
The question has already assumed very grave 
po:sibilities, if not probabilities. Trade with all 
our dependencies is very quiet at the moment, 
though there are nct wanting signs that consider- 
able movement may take place in rome of the 
Northern markets in the near future, There is a 
little going on all the time for Newchwarg, and © 
it is more particularly in that direction that 
developments may be expected, as yet, however, 
they *have not assume! any definite shape. 
The Corea market is still full of pro 
and shippers are anticipating that orders 
will soon be coming for fresh supplies, . 
The Manchester market is not over strong, but 


still keeps a five per cent above prices 
curent here or most staple makes. Ordinary 
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goods are available for fairly early shipment, 
but the standard makes not until about the end 
of the year. The price for Mid American 
Cotton fluctuated in Liverpool during the 
interval, going as low as 5.96d. according to 
tele s received yesterday, but to-day’s wire 
advises a recovery to 6.08d. The last price for 
“futures” was 5.58d. when spot was 612d. 
After a slight decline Egyptian has advanced 
to 711d. again. Very little news is received of 
the New York market just now by wire. An 
offer to buy some 470 yard Shirtings at the 
ustation of two weeks ago brought a reply that 
they were 14d. higher. e Cotten Quotations 
on that market received during the week are 
9.18 cents for October and 9.02 cents for 
December, while this moming 9.36 cents was 
received for Septémber option. Holders of 
Cotten Yarn are very strong in f-ce of the 
good demand efor all spinnings, and the more 
favourable statistical position. Business has 
thereby {been simewhat curtailed, there being 
plenty of orders in the market waiting for an 
opportunity of buying on little better terms. 
The market is practically bare of nutive Cotton. 
The market has seldom been more devoid of 
reported transactions than it is this week, there 
being practically nothing doing either from 
first or second hands in Manchester staple goods. 
In Americar & small numbers of resalus of 
moderate quantities have been made at about 
last prices, and clearances have not been bad. 
The ‘Auctions, on the whole, have gone with 
ficmness for both Grey and Whites. Fancy 
goods are moving perhaps with a little more 
freedom, fresh goods just arriving meeting with 
quite prompt clearance, much to the detriment 
of old cargo, besotted with interest and carry- 
ing charges. We are advised of the following 
sales privately by tte Koong Sing Hong that 
up till quite recently were sold at Auction 
without reserve, namely, 25 caces Black [talians 
~—Candlestick -Tls. 6.574, Green Butterfly Tis. 
6.35, Junk, % bars white, Ts. 4.70; 8 Joss colored 
border, Tis: 90, ditto 4 bars white, Tls. 5.60. 
end 6 cases Black Venetians, Peacock Tls. 0.384 
per yard. Atthe Auctions Turkey Red: and Fast 
Biack Cotton Italians have on the whole realised 
rather better prices. Woollens have shown 
firmer prices at the Auctions fer all varieties. 


HONGKONG QUOTATIONS, 


: Hongkong, lst August. 
The following are the latest quotations in the 
Hongkong markets :— 


Olibanum .........c cece ccc c cece ceeev ees $2 to 12 
Oi] Sandalwood .,........c.cccceeeee es $225 to 378 
jr MOBO vacesiceedveeenseaciivdiceacans sous $50 to 150 
§5  CABBIA  eiicieesecciss sek iu vaste nvenia aoe $24 
RAISING» “sdsccedessicecss socgerwacen sce eweses $9 
Senna Leaves iiccccccescccescseeeeeeeees {6 to 8 
Sandalwood ........ccccccceceseeeuseeeeee $32 
Saltpetre ..ccceccccccccceseseessesseeeeens $11 to 12 
EXPORTS :— 

TEA. 


Yoxouama 15th July—No change to report. 
Quotations given below only re’er to liquor, The 
leaf of teas quoted as Medium would, in ordinary 
years, rank as Conmon. The want of forosight 
shown ia the careless preparation togetber with 
the absesce of any attempt to improve the output 
or keep down the rapidly rising prices, cen only 
result in the rapid extinction of the export trade. 
Total settlements at Yokohama from May Ist to 
Jaly 14 h amount to 61.558 piculs, against 74,414 
piouls at the corresponding date last year. 

Quotations :—O0 ommon 

Good Common...........:.6665 
Medium ences 
33 t: 39 


Shicments of Tea for the current season are as 
follow: the total quantity inolades the export of 


aes Iba, declared at the Shimidzu Customs | 


between tho Ist May and the 80th Jane. 


. 


| 


Hawnxow, Ju'y 15th.—Business } 


ported since 
the 2ad inst, is as under :— 


1908. * 1907. 
}-Chests. © i-Chests 
Settlements ..._... 30,657 47,738 
Consisting of the following Teas :— 
}-Chests, «per picul 
Ningchows......... 4,107 at Tis. 16.00 at 40.00 
Kutoans............ 223 ; 23.50 ,, = 
Oopacks ...........- 4130 ., 1850,, 16.28 
Oonams............ 7,194 : tb.50 , 18.30 
Oofaas ............ 11,220 ., 1490 ,, 18.25 
Seang-tams ....., 2,015  ,, 18.50 ,, 1460 
Tchangs ......000- 1,759 ., 27.00 ,, 35.00 


The following are Statistics at Gate compared 
with the corresponding statement of last season, 
viz, 10th July, 1907: — 


1908. 1907, 
Hanxow Tea 4-Chests. 4-Chests. 
Settlements ..- 466 922 411,187 
Stock ... . 57,410 18,028 
Arrivals ... 1 D2+,332 429,210 
, ees N 
1908. 1907. 
Kiugrany Tea. 3-Chests. 3-Chests. 
Settlements ... . 174,705 = 175.646 
Stock . 22,752 16,771 
Arrivals we lt7,457 102,417 
Comparative Quotations per picul arc as 
under:— : 
1908. | 1907. 
Ningchow Ts. 15.50 at 101.00 Tis. 17.75 at100.00 
Khemuns ,, 21.00, 67.00 , 1850 ,, 74.00 
Hohow... , 1900, 24.850 4 —- ,- 
Kutoans.. ., 29.00 ,, 27,0) + - yr 
Wenchow , 19.50,, 21.00 4 —-.a.- 
Oopack... ., 18.90 , 2600 j, 12.90 ,, 27.00 
Oonam... ,, 13.50,, 28.00 ( 12.C0 ,, 28.00 
Oonfaa... ,, 13.30 ,, 36.00 15.50 ,, 35.75 
Seangtam ,, 14.50 ,, 1850 j, 12,30 ,, 17.30 
Ichangs... ,, 27.00, 65:0 |, 25.00 ,, 63,00 


| 
Hankow Tea Kiukiang. 


The export to llth instant, per Customs 
Returns stands thus: 


Season 1908-1909...1bs. 6,655,621;..lbs. 3,965,076 
yy, 1907-1808... ,, 7,254,9721.. ,, 4,655,887 
1906-1907... 7,020,223[.. |, 4,360,339 

1908/9 1007/8 1906/7 

Via Shanghai, 

lbs. lbs. lba, 

To Great Britain...... 1,452,132 1,967,083 2,363,033 
» U.8.& Canada ...4,142,095 3249,419 1,786,430 
» Continent ......... 2,196,351 1/7U8,036 1,434,256 
» Russia via North.. 1,289 + 8320 28,948 
» Kussia in Europe, 519,680 3,218,510 3,065,108 
» Shanghai............ 2,100,801 |795,695 2,663,803 

Direct, 1908, 

ORO. Serre reer erro 196.864 Ibs. 
Gr. Britain ......... 3,608,000 , 
Continent ..... ...... 338,101 


Russia in Europe...5,438,132 
Russia in Asia ...12,924,805 _,, 
Direct, 1907, 
ss.‘ C. Ferd Lagisz”’ 


Continent 
Per eee 40,633 lbs 


SILK. 


Yoxouama, July Rat a slight fall in 
prices at the end of last month the market for 
raw silk has again advanced ven more ro than 
in previvus years it is the Japanese exp ‘rters who 
are principal buyers and bv their manipulations 
“bulling” the market. The Banks have given 
notice that on and after the 3lst Augu-t, 1908, 
they will no longer accept 6 mgnths Francs bitls ; 
but nly 4 months In conseqheace of purchases 
of pierced cocoons for account of pative mills the 
waste silk markets in the inferior are excited, 
Kikai Kibizz. being quoted at yen 109 to yen L10. 

The rt3 of silk from July lst to 15th are: 
To Europe 1,069 biles; and to erica 3,043. 

Habutai.—Prices for Kanagawa do not show 
much change since the end of month, though 
there was a decided temporary) advance from the 
Bth to tha 10th July. There been more en- 
quiry from America for 27 ingh eoods, but very 
little from Europe. Prices for’ Echizen have been 
gradually advancing since the{/commencement of 
the month for all width a dj| qualities, 23 inch 
haviog shown the greater in se. American 
buyers have also interested thpmeelves iu 27 inch 
2m of all descriptions, whilgt European Houses 

ve been mostly concerned with 86 inch. The 
Pr duction of Kawamata is ually increasing, 
and prces have shown aa jupward tendency, 

ially “or 8@'inch goods, which have made a 
decided advance, { 
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Honaxone, Ist August.—There has been no 
market and the price is the same as when last 
reported. Quotations are $85.00 to $88.00, 


JAPANESE MARKET 


Kobe, July 16th 1908:—Cotton.—American :— 
There has been no change of any importance 
during the past fortnight, prices for “forward” 
Cotton having fluctuated but slightly. Latest 
quot tion October Middling is given at Y84.20, 
‘he absence of speculative sellers is doubtless the 
cause of small business reported. “Spot” remains 
quiet. Middling Y32.50. Indian Mills having 
been able to satisfy their requirements from 
“Spot’’ cargo, they are now hesitating to commit 
themselves to any extent in “forward,” and in 
consequence the market is again, quiet, quotations 
remaining steady. “Spot” prices ‘are:—Broach 
Y27.25; Akola Khamguam Y23.75; Bengal Y22.75. 
Chinese :—No business is rep rted owing to late- 
ness of the season. Shippings.—Very little im- 
provemen' to record. Cotton Goods and Fanciea. 
—Market continues quiet. Worsteds & Woollens. 
—Demand for Autumn Goods very slack. A few 
small auctions of old stock have taken place and 
prices reatized were about 20 to 26% under coat. 
In gocds for next S ring a small business has been 
done. Metals.—Prices have declined some. Pig 
Iron a little weaker. Tin Plates have advanced 
on account of scarcity of stock. 


EXPORTS 


Tea.—Settlements to date amount to piculs 
32,200 against piculs 47,600 to the same date last 
year. Tea shipment since 30th June: To New 
York, 513,645 lbs, to Chicago 540,808 lbs. to San 
Francisco, 31,692 lbs, to Canada 2,400 Ibs, 
Copper.'—Practically no | usiness has been done 
during the last fortnight, except a few lines for 
India, Stocks are accumuliting in the hands 
of the producers, who are not willing t+ sell at 
present rates, Fish Oil. — Prices weaker on 
uccount of reports of good catches of Fish. Rice, 
—Market firm. C tton Yarn,—The market is a 
little firmer, Prices have advanced Y2/8 per bale, 
Vegetable Wax,—Owing to a few small trans- 
actions at about Y21,25 refiners have again 
materially advanced their quotation to a rate 
which puts business out of the question, Mat- 
ting,— During the fortnight under review deli- 
veries of all grades have been larger. No 
change to report in prices, the market closing 
steady, Straw Braid,—There was more enquiry 
during the past fortnight, and prices were a 
little firmer in consequence, the market closing 
firm with upward tendency, Chip Braid.— 
Practically no change to report. 

Yokohama, 15th July.—Cotton Yarns.—#A bet- 
ter demand has appeared for “Gassed,” and 
values have slightly improved. Cotton Piece 
Goods.—Greys are going into consumption more 
freely. There are enquiries in the market for 
Victoria Lawns. Woollens and Woollen Mixtures. 
—Nothing of interest to report. Wool prices 
show a slight advance on late rates, Stocks are 
still practically immovable. Textiles Generaily, 
—The situation is practical'y the sanie as last 
reported. Raw Cotton.—The market remains 
lifeless, Rice—Market firm, with an upward 
tendency. Prices nominally unchanged. etals. 
—There is more enquiry, especially for galvanized 
products and Wire Nails, but little real busiaess 
is beind done, dealers’ ideas being considerably 
below home prices. An improvement is, however, 
looked for. indow Glasa.—Very dull. Flour,— 
Until the heavy stocks of both local and foreign 
willings are w -tked off no improvement is looked 
for, Wheat,—Owing to the slow deliveries of 
Flour the importation of grain is practically at 
a standstill. 


MISCELLANEOUS EXPORTS 


Per P. & O. steamer Devanha, sailed on 25th 
July, 1908:—For Manchester:—75 bales waste 
silk, For Liverpool :—1 case ar basins. For 
Aibraltar:—1 case silk piece goods, 2 cases silks. 
For St. Chamand : — 20 bales raw ilk, For Lyons: 
— 600 bales raw silt, For London: — 1478 
packages tea, 250 balea waste silk, 20 bales raw 
silk. 6 casea silk, 2 cases private effecta, 7 cases 
chinaware, 1 case machinery. For Mareeilles;— 
139 bales raw silk, 5 cases silk embrov 
cases feathers. 2 i 


é ~ 
e 
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Haxxow, July 16th—The prices quoted are | Estates have sold and have farther sellers at $10. SHANGHAI SHARE QUOTATIONS. 
cor ae net shipping weight excluding cost of | Hongkong Hotels have further declined, and _ 
packing for export :— Per pical @re now quoted at $55 sellers. 
Corton Mii1s,— Quotations arp unchanged 28rd July, 1908, 
Donn Booms ncn ccinc in argo | 24 here is no local business report. | ——— 
Buffalo hides, Best selected... ” 99.50 MisceLLaNngous,—Chins Bornpos are easier ComPany. Pap up} QuoTaTion. 
Goatakins, untanned, chiefly white with sellers at $104 after reported sales at $1032. : - - 
COLOUT, soos cence sevcieesicsessdéncreeaivescecs ows »  — | Ceme rts have been done at rates vangiog down | Banks :— ; 
Buffalo Horns, average 3 fbs. each ...... » = | from 810.65 to 810%, closing with buyers at the| Hongkong& Shai.) $125 | $775, sales 
White China Grass, Wuchang and/or Intter rate and sellers at $103} Hlectrics have | | National of China... RiaTt $51, buyers 
oochi............ setilees Bae ead ct detae 1, 9.60 | sold and are wanted at the improved rate of inesa ... .. 
WhiteChinaGrass,Sinshanand/orChayu ,, 8.50 | $164. There are buyers of Tees at $235, and pave ames aaa es enone 
Green China Grass, Szechuen ............ » 7.70 | Dairy Farms at a0 Chinaj Provider ts con- sas hapa ar Cto $100 | $790, 
JOO i scisisvessessexencr sett chdaxtns Leegis stances » 3.50 | tinue in request at $94, but ho ghares ar pear Union Society C’ton $790, sellera 
White Vegetable Tallow, Kinchow ...... 10.10 North-China.......... £5 | Tle. 774, buyers 
White Ver tabla’ Tale : ” available even at $94. Watsons have been done Yangtaze Assocn, $1623, buyera 
‘Bader Macheng allow, Pingche 10.00 | %. “ and Powells at $5, the latter closing | Canton ........... a feo 226, sellers 
White Vegetable Tallow, Mongyn ....., 9.60 with mOnpee sellers. Hongkong Fire...... $50 aa buyars 
Green Vegetable Tallow, Kiyu............ », 9.60 Quotatiens are as follows : ? China Fire............ $20 uyerg 
Gate mut hae vabea Coase asasn Seas ovis % sd ee ; ze aire a! antopiag ie oo 
Galinuts, usual shape ....... Moiessuostseethi Met? OMPANY. AID ue] Quotation : ‘ . 204, 
Gallnuta, plum do. vices, 3 1B4Q | a | Indo - China { 3% i £10 2 “i: haa ies 
baace Alhambra Ps. 200 {Nominal ed Pid ip doa 
To » TInGChow oo. cecsccsscesveeeees = Bm DF [* 8. | onl Shell Trans. ( ord. t £1 |) £2.5.0, sellers 
Tobacco, Wongkong........ essesens svaseensene yo | & Trading t pref. 10 | | £9.10, sellers 
Feathers, grey and/or white Wild Duck ,, — | Banks— : S’hai ‘Tug é ord. | 2 759 | Tis. 48, sales 
TOEMGEG!  sietixschatier atomevaceas twits ae = Hongkong & S’hai...| $125 {i $770 Lighter ... { pref.| 5 Tis.'62, buyers 
Sesamum Seed 2.0... ceeccccces seceseesees » 5.65 $ : -|London £79. TakuTug &Lighter} 50 | Tis. 48, buyers 
Seuamum Seed Ol veeccecscccseeeverese sn > |, Natonal Boot China) |. erie payers Kochien Frangport- , 
OE Passes tee ictunteverreueemarene » 8.50 ell’s Asbestos E. A.../12s. 6d. :/$73, sellers i 
POR OW ses radcnsytiiarseutossa sor haataagin » | China-Borneo Co....... ; $12 F104, sellers 5 iraemaed cia! cad Ti ee 
— A : 10 Q, oc arves :— 
China Light & P. Co. ‘/$6%, sellers ee 
Ter P. & O. str, Sardinia, sailed on 20th July,} aes ee S’hai Dock & Eng...| T100 | Tis. 834, buyers 
mee, : China Provident ...... $10 |$9}, buyers H. & W. Dook ...... $50 | $104, sellers 
For London:—160 rolls matting, 4 cases basket ese 8. & H’kew Wharf T1090 | Tis sellers 
1 ware, 50 bales waste silk, 9 cases Chinaware, 2,682 | Cotton Mills— ; ; i : 
1 packages tea, 2 cases cigars, 9 packages private | Ewo........ccccc1 ese: ‘Tle. 60;|Tla. 63 oe bi caaeger Pe Te bith callers 
effects, Hongkong .¢......... $10 [311 8 ae Boa : pee 
| International ...... ne 75'|Tls. 67 Suge apie psa eer or ae 
j Laou K Mow .../TIs. 100./Tla. 85 era, vation... . 95, sellers 
| HONGKONG SHARE QUOTATIONS. | sovchog en ITs 600j|Tla 242) China Befining......' §100 | $1324, sellers 
ereng Dairy Farm .......... 6 '1$19}, sales & b, | Mining:— 
Honarone, 3lst July, 1908.— Business Docks EW $0 PACH anlen ee Rant Australian ... ee fe , sellers 
° during the past week has again been very dall, H. & K. Wharf &G. $50 '|$47, sellers ! 


. and there are no important changes or features 


H & W. Dock $50 13105, buyers Chinese Eng. & Min. £1 16}, buyers 
: » DOCK ...... . Duye Ae : 
tb R agen tomar aay aati | Mer Amey Bes Hb le | ee) tho Pe nen 
| x0 on London a TT, el gs hai Dock ; i Investment... . 119, ex div. 
T. T. rate on Shanghai closes at 74. Eng. Co. Td ne { Tis.106!T, 8+, sales ebaea Investment $100 } 899, sellers 
| Banks.—Hongkong and Shanghais have| S’hai & H. Wharf.../Tls. 100 /Tla. 202} Ham phreye Estate me eee 
been booked at rates ranging up to $775, | Fenwiok & Co., Geo... $25 ($12, sellers es BL OL oe .ee esses ie , Sellers 
gradually fallioe away in sympathy with a drop | G. Island Cument....j — $10 / $104, sellers : an rite ne i; callers 
in London to £79, 10 $770, at which the market | Hongkong &C. Gas...) £10 ($185 Page ae seth eellaet 
clos-s steady with probable sellers. Nationals | Hongkong Electric ... $10:)816}, sales & b. Cotton :— | 
s continue in requeat at $51 : Hongkong Hotel Co... $50 $83, sellers Ewo......es Orbe eeeneeees T50 ; Tis. 634, buyers 
8. q : ; Hongkong Ice Co...... $25 1/8235, buyers International ...... T75 | Ts. 674, sellerp 
Manne Insopances.—Unions have de-| 4. K. Milling Co, La.| $100 |Nominal Laou Kung Mow...! T100| Tis. 86, sellera 
clined to $775 sellere, and Cantons are still | Hongkong Rope Co... $10 |$24, sellers ay Chea T6500 | Tis. 242}, sellers 
ble at $220. There are buyers of y LS W.D. ; : 
procura é y Tivguraason= H’kong C, S&S. W. D.. $10 | $9, buyers 
China Traders at $864, North Chinas at Tis, « ; 
78: anit Yangtsses at 8155 ana acute es es 335 igo2y' ak : Industrial :-— 
’ : i UPC iis ca esecees , sales & sel. ; i Gas ..... | : 
Eire InsvraNnces.—Hongkones coztinue on China Traders ...... $25 |$86}, payee Majoe oilee Sands Top ae eae 
. offer in a small way at. $315, and Chinas at $924 Hongkong Fire...... $50 18315, sellers Shanghai Ice......... T26 | Ts. 14, sellers 
after a small sale at the rate. North China.......... £5 !Tls 78, buyers China Flour Mill... TSO | Ts, 53, sellers 
Suygprine,—Hongkong. Canton and Macsos Union oo... eee $100 |$775, sellers S’hai Pulp & Pape T100 | Tis. 48, buyers 
7 are procarable at $29. The half yearly mee'ing | _ Yangtsze ............ $60 |#155, buyers Green Ia, Cement... $10 | $10$, sellers 
of this C-mpany is advertised for the 11th Land and Buildings— i Maatschappij, &c., 
August at which a dividend of $14 per share H’kong LandInvest.) $100) )<94, xd. in Langkat......... Gs.100 | Tis, 525}, sales 
for the half year will be recommended. Indo- Humphrey's Estate $10//$10 sales & sel. Shanghai - Sumatra 
Chinas bas b+en bo: k-d at $57 for the preferred Bom con Lend or: eee eoners halide ie T20 | Tis, 92, sales 
and deferred combined. China and A niles Shanghai Land... Tia. 50} (ee. 119, x.d. S’hai Waterworks... £20 | Tis. 400, sellers 
and Douglases, are nechanged and without West Point Building #50) 846, x.d. sa. & sal re ae eae 100 ; $85, buyers 
business. Star Ferries (old) are procurable at | Mining— il” ea aiaen 50 | $88, sell 
$254, but the new issne conld p obibly be Charbonnages ...... es. 250! (£580, buyers alampon Rubber 50 | Te 65 ah ae 
placed at $15. Shell Transports (ordinary) are Babs... ai iy ae Fibre ...... 10: aominal 
quoted at 43/6 ex dividend, and the preference | Peak Tramways ...... on : buyers Shanghai Electric} 
os shares at £10 buyers. Philippine Co $10: |$8, sellers Construction...... £10 | 410. buyers 
ReFINeeEs, — Quotations are unchanged ie por sane ay Miscellaniogiasc 
and we have no business to report. ig eo 5 $1 ou! [8180 sellers Hall & Holfz......... #29 | $19, buyers 
Mrstna. —Charbnnages oan still be placed Tased Sire Shes $100 $22. A. Llewellyn ......... $60 | $48, buyers 
at $580, and there ara probible buyers of Raubs regs ve A. 8S. Wateon & Co. $10 | §11), sellers 
4 at $7, after sales at tho rate, oe ship ee cg $16, eal idotaie iar ons 4 $12, oe 
4 Docks, WHARVEs AND Gopowns.—Hong- oelagaa rman german se Aerating 6400, buyers 
= kong a1 @ Whempos Docks have firmed up dar pone eee $50) 1888 1 y eae eran 35 647, sellers 
B: ing the ioterval, aud ufter sales at $.03, $104 ne vase et Totes tas House Hotel tH ie ac aa 
f and $105, close with prebable buyers at the lat-| Indo-China S. N. Co. Hongioug Hote. |: aso. bee td 
este gee a oN eee verre ue = weakened: Shell Transport Co. hale x. AS Hotel ane tan 112.50 | Tis. 74, eollery 
8 end, ba 8 ¥ tar Ferry ......... 3254, sellers ingtao Hotel...... 100 minal 
,- and are procurable at. $47. Now Amoy Dooks | ‘Do Now... ) | Lane Orawford&Go| 100 | $160; vollers 
a continue on offer at $93. Shanchai Docks have | south China M. Post.. Dunning & Qo....... 50 | $474, sellers 
4 been booked at Tls. 83 and Tis. 84, and close | Steam Laundry Co ...! S’hai Horea Bazaar; TSO | Tie. 46, 
1% with sellers at the higher rate, There aresellers | Stores & Dispensaries | 8’hai creat | Sees T5O | ‘11s. 60, sellers 
if - of shanghai and Hongkew Wharves at the| Campbell, M &Co... $104. sellers ' Shai Mutual Tele} TSO | Tis. 57, buyers 
A, reduced rate of Ts, 1974. Powall & Co., Wm. { BB. sellers chins fae & Ex. oe poe wis 
Watkins...........0... amber . 3 
Lanps, Horses AND BuiLpines.—Hong- Watson kGo. ALE F acide SRanghai Electric 
kong Lands are easier with sellers at $94 ex the wi Id... 150, buyers Asbestos $25 | $28, sollore 
interim dividend of $34 per share on account of u tga he na $41 ($23. bu ch Dallas Horse Ra : 
F 1908, paid on the 29th inet. Kowloon Lande | Utited Asbestos ...... agin ae sctle 
‘_—— have’ sellers at! $27, and West Points at $46 ox Do. Bean seers er a a Gite pes i ng Co. a Tis. 35, sellers 
“3 H ’ . BY \s d . 
‘ theinterim dividend of $2 per share on -aco_uat | elon aes’: = — x 
a _ of 1908 paid on the 25th instant. Humphreys’ VERNON & SMY¥ 


J.P, BISSELR & €o. 
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Messrs: J. P. Biesot & Co.’s Shara Report for 
the week ending 28rd July, states :—Business has 
been fairly active since our last issue and we have 
to report a rise of Tis. 20 in Maatachappij. &c., in 
Langkat shares, while another stock that has 
been freely dealt in is the Shanghai and Hongkew 
Wharves Co. which shows a decline of Tla. 6, 
Shanghai Dock and Engineering Co. have come 
in for some attention and have improved some six 
points. The T. T. rate on London to-day ia 2/48. 
Banks.—Hongkong and Shanghai Banks Some 
tranractions have taken place at $775 for cash. 
Industrial.—North-Chinas are wanted at Tls. 77. 
Yangtsze Insurance. There are buyers at $1624. 
Shipping.—Shanghai Tug and Lighter Ordinary 
shares. A steady demand for these haa carried 
the rate to Tis, 49. Docks and Wharves.— 
Shanghai Dock and Engineering Co., Ld. The 
market opened quiet at Tis. 79, but a strong 
demand for cagh shares carried the price to Tis, 81. 
Very few shares, however, were obtainable and 
rates quickly ifiproved to Tls. 85. An unreported 
sale yesterday was made at Tls, 86 and the market 
closes steady. Shanghai and Hongkew Wharf Co. 
Business commenced this last week with sales at 
Tis, 2124 for cash. September shares being in 
demand at Tis. 215. The market, however, 
quickly weakened, a fair number of shares coming 
out for sale, and at closing we quote the cash rate 
at Tis. 205 nominal with sellers for September at 
Ts. 2084: we hear of a large lot of shares for 
December: on offer at about 205/6. Sugir Com- 
panies. —No business reported Mining.— No 
business reported. Lands. — Shanghai Lands. 
The interim dividend of Tls. 3 having been paid 
this week shares are now quoted at Tls. 119 ex 
dividend at which rate there are sellers. Anglu- 
French Lands have been dealt in at Tie. 101, 
closing with a few sellera of small lot-. 
Industrial. —Ewo Cottons. There has been a 
considerable demand for these. The cash rate at 
closing is Tis. 63 buyers with sellers for October 
at Tis. 65. Shanghai Gas have changed hands at 
Tis, 116 to 116%, Major Bros. A transaction is 
reported at -Tls 53 for cash. Maatschappij, &c., 
in Langkata have been in great favour all the 
week, and have steadily, advanced from Tis. 525 
cash to Tis. 545 a d there*are buyers for Septeim- 
ber at the close at Tls. 555, possibly a little better. 
A eale for December has taken place at Ts. 670. 
Shangh:i Sumatras. A sale took place on the 
2ist for July at Tle. 92. Shares are wanted now 
at Tis, 93 cash. Miscellaneous.—There is nothing 
partioular to report. ‘The vsrious rates for shares 
under this heading sre as appended below. 
Loans and Debentures.—These are still in good 
demand at rates as below. 
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EXCHANGE. 


Honexona, August Ist. 


Ox Lorpox.— 
Telegraphic Transfer ...... ....-sseee 1/9,’, 
Bank Bills, on demand 
Bank Bills, at 80 days’ sight ... .....1/4% 
Bank Bills at 4 months’ sight ......1/9¢ 
Credits, at 4 months’ sight ......... 1/92 
Documentary Bills, 4 months’ sight...1/3¢ 


Bank Bills, on demand ............66 ee y23) 

Credits 4 months’ sight ..... ......6. 2294 
On GurMany.— 

On demand .........:cccceecsseeneeneeneenes 1824 
On New Yore.— 

Bank Bills, on demand .......... 433 

Credits, 60days’ sight ...........:068 444 
On BomBar.— 

Telegraphic Transfer ...............6 135 

Bank, on demand ........seeeceeeesens 1°54 
On Catcur a.—Telegraphio Transfer 135 

Bank on demand ...... ........ cee ee eens 1354 
On SHanacHal.—Bank, at sight......... 745 

Private, 80 days’ sight ............6. 75} 
Ow Yorouama.—On demand ............ 87} 
Ow Mantis.—On demand ...... .... 88 
On Srncarors.—Ondemand ......... 77 
Ox Batavia.—On domand...... Peeves 107} 
On Hareucna.—On demand...... ...94 p.c. pm 
On Saiaor,—On demand .......... ..94 p.o. pm 
On Bananor.—On demand ........0...... aif 
Bveruians, Bank's Buying Rate ......311.00 


GoLp LaF 100 fine, por tael ............ $57.80 


Bak SIuvek peros neces. es LA 
SUBSIDIARY COINS. : 
per cent. - 
Chinese 20 cents pieces... $861 discount. 
” 10 ” ny évscee OOO ” 
Hongkong 20 ,, inseeds 8.65 ee 
es \ ea 8.70 s 


nL SS 


FREIGHTS. ~ 


From Hankow per Conference Steamers,—To | 


London and Northern Continental porte 45/- per 
ton of 40 c. ft. plus river freight.| To Genoa, 
Marseilles or Havre 45/- per ton of c. ft. plus 
river freight. To New York (via Suez) General 
Cargo 30/- per ton of 40 c. ft. plus fiver Freight. 
To New York (via Suez), Tea 37/6 

ft. plus river freight. To New Yo 
per carload; Tea G. 814 cents per 
than carluad ‘lea G. $1} cents per| 16 grees plus 
river freight, To Shanghai:—Tea/and General 
Cargo, Tls. 1.60 to 1.80 per ton, weight or 
measurement. 


SHIPPING. 
ARRIVALS AND DEPARTURES ie LAST 


(Overland) 
gross; less 


Malt. 
Jrly— ARRIVALS. 
23, Mandasan M., Jap. str., from Kuchinotsu. 
23, Nippov, Austrian str., from Shanghai. 
24, Barra. British str., from New York. 
24, Dakotah, British str , from San Francisco. 
24, Devanha, British atr., from okohama 
24, B. of China, British str., from Vancouver, 
24, Fansang, British str., from Rhimoneski. 
94, F.intshire, British str., front London. 
24 Hupeh, British str, from Haiphong, 
94, Istria, German str., from Yokohama, 
24, Kaifong, British str, from Iloilo 
24, Knivsberg, German str,, fr 
24, Kwaogtab, Chinese str., fram Shanghai. 
04, Kwongesang, British etr., from Shanghai. 
24, Manche, French atr., from |Saigon. 
94, Nanchang, British str., from Newch wang. 
24, Tean, British str., from Manila. 
24. Vandalia, German str., from S:igon. 
25, Anna, Norwegian str., from Otara. 
25, Bujun Maru, Japsnese atr.,|from Swatow. 
25, Eastern, British str., om Bug. 


25, Laertes, British str, from aigop. 

25, Ningpo, British sir., from Newohwang. 
¥5, Sohuylkil), British str... from Shanghai. 
25, Shantung, British str., from Java. 

25, Taikosan M., Jap. str., from Kocbinoteu. 
95, Yetorofu Marn, Japanese str., from Moji. 
26, Agamemnon, British str., sey) Shanghai. 
26, Gregory Apoar, British ste; from Moji. 
26, Haitan, British str., from Coast Ports. 
96, Hangchow, British str.. from Chinkiang. 
26, Kobsiobang, German str., from Bangkok. 
26, Pongtong, German str., from Bangkok. 
26, Taishun, Chinese atr., front Shanchai. 
98. Triumph, German atr., from Haiphong. 
27, Chibli, British str, from Haiphong. 

27, Mongolis, Am, str. from San Francisco. 


97, P. R. Luitpold, Ger. str., from Hamburg. 


97, Rubi, British str., from Manila. 

97, Taiyuan, British str., from Sydney. 

98. Risley, British str., from New York. 

28, Borneo, German str., from Sandakan. 

28 C. Ferd. Laeisz, Ger. str., from Hankow. 
298, Hanoi, Frenoh str., from Haiphong. 

98, Ithaka, German str., from Chinkiang. 
28, M‘chael Jebsen, Ger.atr.. from SalinaCruz. 
98, Pring Ludwig, Ger. str., from Yokohama. 
98, Slavonia, German str., from Singapore. 
28, Tjikini, Dutoh str., from Macassar. 

28, Wongkoi. German str.. from Bangkok. 
98, Yochow, British str., from Shangkai. 

99, Arrafoon Apcar, Brit. str., from Calontta, 
29, Choyeang, British str, from Shanghai. 
29, Glenstrae, British str.. from London. 

29, Haimun, British str., from|Cosst Ports. 
29, Kwanglee, Chinese str., frpm Shang bai, 
29, Loongsang, British str., from Manila. 
99. Nerite, Da(ch str., from Port Bakom. 
29, Nyansa, British str., from Singapore. 
29, Sardinia, British str., from Yokobama. 
99, Singan, British str., fron (Haiphong. 

29, Sungkiang, British str., from [oilo. 

29, Suverio, British str., from Manila, 

29, Telemachus, British str., from Sbanghai. 
29, Yedo Marn, Japanes) str., from Moji. 
30, Amigo, German str., from Haiphong. 


3 « Bellerophon, British str., ‘from Liverpool. 


30, Chanssog, British s'r., from Probolingo, 


30, Daijin Maru, Japanese str., from Tamaui. 


30, Inveran, British atr , from Newoastle. 
30, Loosok, German str., fro! Bangkok. 
30, Moyori Marna, Jap. str. from Singapore. 


80, Soletad, Norwegian str., from Haiphong. 


31, Apbrodite, British str., ffom Maroran. 
31, Glenfarg, British etr., from Sourebaya. 
81, Hailan, Freooh atr., from Hoibow. 

$1, Kiang ping, Chinese str. from Chinkiang. 
31, Mandal, Norwegian str.j from Borneo. 
81, Quinta, German str., from Saigon. 

$1, Taming, British str., from Manila. 


i 


K.C. Wan. 


(Aug. 8, 1908. 


DEPARTURES, 
24, Awa Maru, Japanese atr., for Kobe, 
24, Bessie Dollar, British str., for Moji. 
24, Bourbon, French str., for Saigon. 
24, Haiching, British str., for Coast Ports. 
4. Hongkong M., Jap.str., for San Francisco. © 
24, Lookeun, German str., for Swatow. 
24, Wosang, British str., for Swatow. 
24, Yoensang, British str., for Manila. 
95, Carl. Diederichsen, Ger. str., for Hoihow. 
95, Chiynen, Chinese str., for Shanghai. : 
25, Devanba, British str., for Europe, &e. 
25. E. of Chins, ‘British str., for Vanoouyer. 
95, Helene, German str., for Hoihow. =~ 
25, Hongkong, French str., for Hoihow. 
95, Istria, German str., for Singapore. 
25, Kwangse, British ste, for Amoy. 
95, Knivsberg, German str,, for K. C. Wait. 
95, Namaang, British str., for Singapore. 
25, Paklat, German etr., for Bangkok. | * 
95, Silvia, Germam atr., for Shanghai. 
25, Zafiro, British str., for Manila. : 
26, Auchenarden, British str.. for Newoastle. 
26, Childar, Norwegian str., for Saigon. © 
26, Chipshing. British str., for Swatow. : 
36, Flintabire, British str., for Shanghai. 
26, Joshin Maru, Japanese str., for Swatow. 
26, Mandasin M, Jap. atr., for Kuobinotsa. 
26, Pr ns Sigismund, Ger. str., for Yokohama. 
26, Rajsburi, German str., for Swatow. — 
28, Samsen. German str., for Swatow. 
27, Nippon, Austrian str, for Singapore. 
97, Shaobsing, British str., for Ningpo. 
‘'8, Childar, Norwegian str., for Saigon. : 
28, Hupeh, British atr,, for Hoihow. 
98, Signal, German atr,, for Hoihow. 
28, Taikoean Maru, Jap. str,, for Kuchinotsu. 
29, Haitan, British str., for Coast Ports. 
99, Ichang, British str., for Swatow. 
99. Prinz Ludwig, Ger. s'r., for Earope, &o. 
99, P. R. Laitpold, Ger. str, for Shanghai, 
99, Schuylkill, British atr., for Manila. 
99, Tean. Britigh str., for Manils. 
30, * gamemnon, British str., for Singapore. 
34, Bajan Maru, J spanese str. for Swatow, 
30, t astern, British str., for oui 
30, Kwangtab, Chinese atr,, for hanghai. 
30, Kworgsang, British str., for Swatow. 
3), Linao, British str., for Kobe, 
30, Sardinia, British atr., for Singapore. 
30, Shansi, British str., for Amoy. 
30, Tyikini, Dutch str., for Yokohama. 
3, Triumph, German atr,, tor Hoihow. 
30, Wingsang British str., for Shanghai. 
30, Yetorofa Marn, Jap. str., for Sh ia 
31, Bangkok, German str., for Bangko 
31, Bisley, British etr,, for Swatow. 
31, C. Ferd. Lieiss, Ger. str., for Singapore. 
31, Fausang, British str., for Saigon. 
831, Glenstrae, British str., for Haiphong. 
31, Haimun, British str., for Coast Ports. 
31, Hanoi, French str., for K. C. Wan. 
31, K.ifong, British str., for Hoihow. 
31, Loongsang, British atr., for Manila. 
31, Mausang, British str., for Sandakan. 
31, Moyori Maru, Jap. str,, for Shanghai. 
31, Numantio, Ger. str., for Portland, 
31, Nyans), British str, for Shanghai. 
31, Slavonia, German sor., for Shanghai, 
31, Tjibodas, Dutch str., for Batavia. , 
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PASSENGEBS. 
ARRIVED. 

Per Nyanza, for Hongkong, from London, 
Mr and Mrs Boweo, Mr and Mrs Sulton, Col. 
and Mrs Chamier, 2 cbildren and maid, Mrs 
Boulton and 2 children, Dr. A. G. Hobson, 
Mesera, A. B. Martin, C. H. Foley and R. P. 
Phillips; from Malta, Mr Boalter ; for Shang- 
bai. from London, Miss Walker, Meesrs. D. M. 
Whomand, Char. Burnie, Paterson Todd and 
Robaon ; for Yokohama, from Marseilles, Mr F. 
H. Landsberg and servant. 

DEPARTED. 

Per Zafiro, for Manila, Mr and Mrs H. Abegr, 
Mrrnd Mra H. B. at ee and Mrs F, L. 
Kimball, Rev. and Mre B. H. Brown and child, 
Mrs H. Ayton and 2 children, Mrs G.:B. Kim- 
ball, Mra V. E. Gordan, Miss R. F, Kimball, 
Messrs. A. Panter, G. P. Watt, W. wf. Guedel, 
J. G. Dow, J. W. Clime, L. D. Atkins, Andrew 
Kimball, J. R. Cook, H. N. Hill, T. Mayer and 
F. Black. 
_——————_ 2722290 =" "== 
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Hats, for the Concerned, at 10a, Vaus 
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